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The President’s Column
By Mark Kaiman, WCBA President 2015

Thank You
One of the most interesting and challenging aspects of my term as
WCBA President has been writing a monthly article for our newsletter.
I’ve had the pleasure of opining on such diverse topics as the courage of
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the high cost and real value of law school, the valiant struggle of the State of
Israel, and the nectar of the gods more commonly known as Coca-Cola. I like to write, and I hope
I’ve done a few articles that readers found interesting. This month, however, I decline the opportunity to break any new ground or provoke any thought or discussion. My final newsletter article is
simply an opportunity to say “thank you.”
I extend my sincere gratitude to Tom Lyden, Olivia Burkland, and David Brown for serving
with me as our association’s officers during 2015. Tom and his 2016 slate of officers will keep the
association on the right course. I also want to thank Rajeev Majumdar for his work editing the
newsletter. Primarily though, I want to thank all of you. Serving as your president has been thor-

oughly enjoyable. I’ve had the opportunity to interact with some terrific people, and I’m glad that
we were able to present interesting speakers and generally continue the tradition of fellowship that
started here in Whatcom County many years ago.
I’ve been honored to serve as your President this year, and I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a wonderful 2016.
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Law Advocates Looked-to Statewide
In lieu of our monthly Pro Bono Connection, in which we thank our
volunteers for the month and tell our membership what is happening, the
post-LTO workload has us instead substituting a memo written by our
fearless chairperson, Rajeev Majumdar. Rajeev was recently asked by the
State Volunteer Lawyer Program Board to help educate other volunteer
lawyer programs about how to build lawyer participation to Whatcom
County levels state wide. The following was part of a memo to the rest of the State:

VLP Board Chair's Corner:
By Rajeev Majumdar, LAW Advocates

When I travel about the State in non-profit circles and mention that I am from Whatcom
County, people often already know the name of our very successful VLP, LAW Advocates. Fewer people know that we have also taken on the mentoring and running of the
backroom operations of Island County's VLP as well. While a lot of people have heard that
LAW Advocates has extremely high bar participation rates in both the giving of funds as
well as volunteer services, the question that remains outstanding, is why?
Is there something in the water up north? Does the ever-present threat of Canada cause
attorneys to bind together in civic mindedness? Is there nothing better to do up there?
As Chairman of the Board, I have spent some time pondering that question. It is true that
we have amazing and committed staff who work for less than they could make elsewhere;
It is true that we have great community support from private businesses and citizens;
and It is also true that the local courts, city/county councils and executive bodies have all
bought in to Access to Justice principles. None of these are reasons for success though,
they are symptoms of it.
These are outcomes that LAW Advocates and the Whatcom County Bar Association have
spent decades cultivating, persistently and forcefully; I've identified three ongoing campaigns of principle that help us cultivate success.
First, unlike many VLPs our formation documents state that membership is made up of all
of the dues-paying members of the Whatcom County Bar; this means the Bar is imbued
with a possessory and protective interest in our well-being, and LAW Advocates has an interest in the Whatcom County Bar Association's well-being. A healthy and active bar association means a healthy and active VLP. LAW Advocates deliberately and frequently takes
steps to intervene as a major center of social interaction for attorneys - our Street Law program and Kinship clinics are always done in teams, and our fundraisers are the primary
(Continued on page 4)
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social functions of the year for attorneys. Attorneys who have fun volunteering stay engaged.
Second, we are committed to providing mentorship and education to volunteers. The
most frequent response I hear from lawyers when I ask them to volunteer for Street Law
is "Wha...!? I don't know anything about debts, or divorces or estate planning, how can I
help anyone?" The fact of the matter, though, is that simply being a lawyer puts the volunteers light years ahead of our clients. To bolster people, however, LAW Advocates has
committed to putting on CLEs all year round, both to raise money for ourselves and to
provide basic skill sets to assist at clinics (e.g. "Landlord Tenant Law for Immigration Attorneys!"). We also informally but vigorously court new attorneys and connect them with
older mentor attorneys and get them in the habit of volunteering their time and services
while helping them make connections.
Third (and finally), we have a grossly oversized and diverse Board of Directors. I serve
on a number of boards, and they are all dwarfed by LAW Advocates', with 15 full board
members (we are searching for another) and anywhere from two to four hyper-active advisory members (former board members). Each of our board members serves on at least
one of four standing committees that meet regularly in addition to our monthly lunch
meetings, and other special task forces. We recruit heavily from non-lawyers as well,
bringing on doctors, real estate agents, property managers, accountants and business
persons. In this way we distribute the burdens of stepping up to bat, and get all segments
of our community involved. We try to find people who will not only contribute different perspectives, but who will also go back to their community and be an ambassador.
These are just three of the agendas LAW Advocates has pursued for several generations
of board leadership, and I hope that other VLPs will take a look at trying to emulate what
we've done to build long-term community support and involvement.
~Rajeev D. Majumdar
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Free to all WCBA members & firms
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to:

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month
Questions? Call 360 527-9400

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Nancy at
647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com Conference Room available for
Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants. New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h!
Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work. Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assistance you need, when you need it. Professional and dependable. Can work on-site or off-site at
my own well-equipped home office. Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3
hours.
Contact me directly as follows:
Carol Sheppard (770)366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com.
Assistance in Serious Cases: J ust moved to Bellingham. Recently licensed in Washington,
with 42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past
two years, and 12 years as a trial judge. Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases
- criminal and civil. Contact: Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net.
For Sale: 2002 BMW 330Ci w/ stick shift, Excellent (like new) condition, 77,000 miles. Car has
been babied, not even a scratch, a great driving machine. $12,500 OBO. Contact: Roy Martin,
(360) 746-0400, roymartin@creativedivorce.com
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A Response to President Kaiman, re: Law as a Profession
Our Need to Innovate and Change
By Kirsten Barron
On reading President Kaiman’s November column about the legal profession, I was struck by the
timing of his column and the release of the 2015 Washington State Civil Legal Needs Study (http://
ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/CLNS14-Executive-Report-05-28-2015-FINAL1.pdf) –
and – this will be no surprise to anyone who knows me – felt compelled to respond. I would like
to provide a little context.
Mark’s column is in response to Marty Smith’s presentation at our October Bar Lunch. For those
of you that may not know Marty, he is a former Perkin Coie lawyer who has become part of the
Seattle technology boom. He has helped create smart software solutions to assist lawyers in their
work. He is well respected by lawyers and entrepreneurs. He creates and advocates for the use
of technology solutions to assist lawyers in doing better work and increasing access to legal services.

The 2015 Washington State Civil Legal Needs Study was also released in October – it is the result
of two years of work led by Justice Charles Wiggens and Washington State University. It shows
that the number of people in poverty in Washington State has increased by 35% since the last
study in 2003. Of those people living in poverty, the number of legal problems in each household
has increased threefold. In 2003, the greatest needs were in housing, family and employment
law. In 2015, the greatest needs are healthcare, consumer and employment law. Most interesting, and candidly not surprising, is that there is significant disparity between ethnic and racial
groups. In other words, you are more likely to get legal help if you are white and less likely if you
are not. The Report also tells us that almost 60% of those who receive legal help report positive
results. The good news about this last statistic is that we know one of the two parties will lose
and the cumulative results from legal aid services has a slightly better outcome.
I agree wholeheartedly with Mark that everyone should have a lawyer. Lawyers have special skills
and talents and are good at solving problems. However, 65% of low-income people experience
civil legal problems yet are unable to obtain representation, and the legal needs of people with
low and moderate means are also not met because of the high cost of legal services. The number
I hear often is that 85% of our customers (poor and not poor) are not being served, a percentage
that will only increase as, according to our WSBA Executive Director Paula Littlewood, an expected
fifty percent of the lawyers in our state retire or leave the practice of law in the next five years and
the number of law school applicants continues to decline. I use the word customer very deliber(Continued on page 7)
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ately. Most of these people are not on my client list and probably not on yours – however, justice
is something that requires 100% access – all people are our justice customers. One of the most
alarming things to me in the Study was that only about 25% of the study respondents believe the
justice system serves them. My own belief is that the 85% of people with unserved legal needs is
correlative to the 75% who do not believe the justice system serves them.
My point is that lawyers, despite years of legal aid and advocacy, have failed and in fact – we have
lost ground - even here in Whatcom County. The lawyers in Whatcom County do a lot – far more
than their “share.” I am so proud to be part of this Bar Association – and I brag all over this state
about this amazing legal community. As a business lawyer, I know that if there was business opportunity with an unmet need of 85% - people would be very excited to participate in a solution. If we look to the medical community – there are techs, PAs, electronic medical records, software and other technology solutions that help physicians read tests, diagnose patients and to leverage physicians’ skills and experience. We lawyers have not done that – only after 15 years of advocacy and an order from the Supreme Court did WSBA finally create (to the horror of many) a
system for limited license legal technicians (LLTs) – and this is the legal equivalent of a physician’s
assistant – which has been around for a long time. And LLTs are not cutting anyone – think about
this non-physician cutting, stitching and removing on real patients, but lawyers have been until
very recently unwilling to let anyone else do anything.
I am not suggesting that a client can get all of their legal needs met with an app or other technology solution, but I can think clients can use an app to get help to determine if they were paid correctly for their overtime or if their landlord has returned their deposit in a timely way. If we can
provide some alternatives to begin to meet those unmet needs that do not require sitting in front
of a lawyer, then we should do that. I think we need to be realistic about our skills – how many
lawyers successfully go into any other business than the provision of legal services? We are not
innovative – in fact, we are taught and trained to be the exact opposite – skeptical, doubting, analytical – and always on the lookout for what can go wrong. We are unwilling to be innovative. Moreover, very few of us are suited or possess the skills to create innovative solutions. Folks,
we have been at this legal profession for 400 or more years now and we continue to fail in providing justice to 85% of our population. I welcome someone else to the table to help us figure out
how we can make real the promise of justice to everyone. And candidly, I think people who are
not lawyers have a whole lot to offer us in providing solutions.

Kirsten Barron is a partner at Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC and practices in the areas of business
and employment law, and brings over 20 years of legal experience to her work. She can be
reached at kbarron@barronsmithlaw.com or 360-733-0212.
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

“America the Brave”
Subtitle:

Post-Turkey Consumption Musings.

Despite running in what I would call socially progressive-liberal
circles, I make no moves to hide my deep admiration and infatuation
with America.1 I say “despite” because while in my opinion being a socially progressive liberal is
synonymous with being patriotic, in Bellingham these concepts are often at bristling and hostile
odds.
As I sat down for Thanksgiving with my in-laws, I reflected on the meaning of the holiday
because I find that many of us have wildly varying interpretations. Some people treat it as a religious event, starting with a competitive blessing contest, each person striving to be more humble
and thankful to their deity of choice than the last.. Some have re-cast it as a day of post-colonial
self-critique and remembrance of indigenous peoples’ suffering. For most people, I am pretty sure
it is about Football. For many of the rest it is an opportunity for an annual family reunion. In my
own family growing up, it was my father’s favorite holiday, and for none of the reasons above.
Did he even articulate reasons? He loved the food, the family, the Macy’s parade on tv but
there was something else unspoken, something hidden in the penumbra of his words. He fairly regularly mentions two topics on Thanksgiving: he will talk about his childhood and how it was so different than life here and he will often talk about President John F. Kennedy (JFK). I note this, because these are not topics that often come up any other time. My father knew of JFK from his perspective as a 20 year old young man living in India in 1961 when JFK was sworn in as president.
He knew him as the embodiment of what America stood for. What did America stand for? America
stood for progress. It stood for science.2 It stood for hope. It stood for a land where if you arrived
with $5.00 (FIVE DOLLARS) in your pocket and nothing else, hard work would liberate your soul
in this land of freedom.
So, with $5.00 in his pocket, my dad set off for the Home of the Free and Land of the Brave.
Now, upon arriving, it wasn’t actually like the ideal—it was cold, dark, snowing and was urban inductrial Pittsburgh. His mentor soon left after getting mugged; he entered an American society in
the throws of cultural change, racial-tension, population migration, and while Brown v. the Board
of Education was ruled in 1954, it was not yet enforced everywhere. Yet, it was still all the things
that JFK promised to the world. It was filled with hope, it was filled with progress, it was filled
with opportunity. Yes, there were obstacles, much greater social obstacles than faced by the youth
today, and yet still it was a land of bounty and liberty where hard work and patience perpetually re(Continued on page 12)
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sults in a society progressing and improving. A place where ideas can be discussed freely, people
can associate freely, and where the light of day exposes corruption. Unlike every other country on
earth, we have a legal system and framework that grinds ruthlessly to better polish the blade of liberty. I say “unlike every other country on earth” not as hyperbole but as asserted fact. People, in
my circles, point out idealized societies in northern Europe– but guess what? You wouldn't have
freedom of association if you lived there. You wouldn’t have the right to name your child unless
that name was on the approved lists of names given by the State. You wouldn’t have the right to
privacy or freedom from search and seizure that you do in our nation. You wouldn’t even necessarily be presumed innocent. Even Canada… try to afford a lawyer there, its even worse than here.
As I sit and eat leftover stuffing,3 I watch on TV as the governments in Europe whimsically decide
to suspend their citizens’ rights and do sweeps of 20,000 people’s homes; going through their private belongings, diaries and contacts based on the neighborhood they live in or the color of their
skin or their name. The American form of government on the other hand, is a braver one. It is one
that says, the Government is not presumed right de jure or de facto, is bound by law, and shall not
infringe on our liberties without our consent.
What makes this possible? In all reality it has a lot to do with a man named John Marshall,
but the shorter, more truncated, and subsuming credit to many many many other figures is that it is
our legal system and its practitioners that make America great. For my father, and myself,
Thanksgiving is about the American Legal system. It’s about a country where challenging the system is possible, where civil discourse is our methodology of problem solving, where you are allowed to make the attempt to follow your heart’s desire. Does our society have problems? Yes, of
course. As I watch the news with my wife’s Pecan Pie: racial identity activists are trying to peacefully disrupt the orgy of gluttony known as Black Friday and violence results; an abortion clinic is
shot up with civilians and the police trying to protect them dying; politicians are promising to apply religious tests and deport people based on their ethnicity; our infrastructure is crumbling
around our ears; and we can’t fund social security. That’s okay. That’s the price of democracy.
There is no chance you will ever be 100% safe and convince everyone to agree on sensible longterm solutions in line with your personal philosophies. It may be that America should called the
Land of the Brave for very different reasons than people hiding behind the barrel of a gun may
think.
To paraphrase President Clinton, however, there is nothing wrong with this country that can’t
be fixed by what is right with it. Some of you may have noted (or been triggered by) my use of a
Boy Scouts of America (BSA) emblem reading “Timeless Values” at the top of this article. People
have been very frustrated with the BSA over the last two decades in regards to its stances towards
gender, sexuality and identity, and yet here we are in 2015, the BSA transformed into open and affirming.4 Still, the BSA does not feel it has given up any values or any of its principles to make
these changes, but instead come closer to their ideal. Just as we, as a nation, are always striving for
a more perfect execution of our Constitution.
(Continued on page 13)
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We have the privilege and honor of taking the risks that come with living in a society diverse and rich with opposing view points. As long as we keep participating in our own small
part, it will all work out– it always does so long as we do our parts as officers of the court to ensure transparency and fairness in keeping the fabric of civil society intact.
So, long story short, I celebrated Thanksgiving celebrating what makes America great,
and that is you being brave.
Endnotes
1– If you are triggered by my use of the word America for the USA, because I have appropriated the word and
stripped all other countries in the Americas of identity, I do not apologize. Instead, I look at you quizzically
wondering how serious you are.
2– Though you know, Kennedy wanted to end the space program before those wily Russians shot Yuri Gagarin
into orbit? He voted to terminate it as a Senator and tried to terminate it as President, appointing anti-mannedflight people. I don’t think my father knows this and I won’t tell him.
3– As an aside– this Thanksgiving a lot of people seem to be reverting to calling stuffing as “dressing.” That’s
what you put on your salad; I don’t care what NPR story you all heard—you can’t feign confusion when I ask
for dressing for my salad and you hand me stuffing. Progress people, this is a huge improvement. Calling stuffing dressing is like using a racial epithet to refer to someone. It was originally stuffing, in the 1880s the worst
people on earth changed it to dressing (the Victorian English)… we fought a whole revolution so we wouldn’t
have to be subjected to English cuisine, so let’s keep our Stuffing American, and leave the English to their dressing.
4– May not be available in all BSA franchises and participation may vary, no coupons accepted with this offer.
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The Law Firm of Steve Chance, Attorney-at-Law, P.C.
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT

Eli Lawrence Wainman
FORMER SOLO PRACTITIONER,
HAS BECOME A MEMBER OF THE FIRM
Referrals and consultations are welcome in the areas of personal injury,
insurance coverage, medical malpractice and employment law
119 N. Commercial Street, Suite 175
(360)676-9700
steve@chancelaw.com
eli@chancelaw.com
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Wanted: Experienced Legal Assistant
A plaintiff's personal injury firm in Burlington is currently
seeking a legal assistant. Position requires attention to
detail and this individual must possess excellent organization skills. The ideal candidate will be able to work
both independently as well as collaboratively in a team
environment and will have 3-5 years of experience.
Candidate must be have a great attitude as they will
also work at the front desk, and will be the first contact
our clients have with the firm. We are seeking an individual with a professional demeanor, who is calm, patient and proactive. Must adhere to deadlines and be
able to manage an extremely busy workload.
A Spanish speaker is a plus.
Our firm is a growing firm and offers a competitive salary, production bonuses, and offers health benefits including Medical, Dental, Vision, Life Insurance, and
401(k). Additionally we offer two weeks paid vacation,
floating birthday holiday and paid sick leave.
Please submit a resume, three professional references
and salary requirements for consideration to
Hwebb@glpattorneys.com.
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Legal Transcription Service
Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C.
Fast * Accurate * Reliable

Serving Whatcom County’s legal community since 2004.
Let us transcribe your documents. 24 hour turn-around, $6.50 per page. Pickup and delivery service in Bellingham. Receive your drafts on disk or by email for
easy changes! Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews,
GAL reports . . . you name it! Resume and references available upon request.
We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files.
Express Legal Transcription,
L.L.C.
Sue Fox-Golombek
Phone: (360) 734-7920
(360) 739-6707
Fax:
(360) 734-7920
express@openaccess.org
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Whatcom County Bar Association
November 4, 2015 Meeting Minutes
12:17 pm Meeting called to Order by President Mark Kaiman
The following Guests were introduced:
Phil Buri introduced Roger Leischman – New general counsel for WWU
Dominique Zervas introduced Jennifer Slattery – new in town doing contract work for now.
Bill Coates introduced Tiffany Bailey – new lawyer who just passed the New Hampshire bar and plans on
getting license in Washington.
Marilyn McLean introduced Sarah Cook - she is the head of Lummi Children Services.
Bob Pritchett CEO of Faithlife was introduced.
Mark Kaiman introduced Special Guest and our Speaker – Judge Ricardo Martinez.
October Minutes unanimously approved.
Treasurer’s Report: unanimously approved;
Committee Reports:
LAW Advocates Report:
- Rajeev gave a brief report and BIG Thank you regarding the results of the LTO fundraising event. He
reported a record net of $72,000+ after all expenses were paid.
- Michael Heatherly introduced new staff at Law Advocates – Bernadette Zuzarte - Bookkeeper and Office Manager; and Narrisa Deal, Paralegal
- Michael Heatherly announced upcoming events of interest (flyers on each table) for the following: Free
CLE for Tenant Clinic Volunteers November 17, 2015 Skagit County Superior Court; WCBA CLE Friday December 4, 2015; and LAW Advocates mentorship Program encouraging Pro bono work by mentoring new attorneys contact Gail Smith or Michael Heatherly for more information.
- Judge Deborra Garrett clarified the topics for this Friday’s CLE.
- Volunteers for the month were announced with appreciation prize drawing won by Heather Erb
(accepted by James Erb).
Old Business:
New Business:
- Election of the Bar Officers for 2016 was conducted. The new slate of officers was unanimously approved:
President – Thomas Lyden
Vice President – David Brown
Secretary – Lisa Saar
Treasurer – Burton Eggerston
Speaker: The Honorable Ricardo S. Martinez, United States District Court Judge – Western District of Washington was introduced by President, Mark Kaiman. Judge Martinez provided a lively discussion of his history in
Whatcom County and how he came to hold his current position. He also discussed among other things how Federal District Court Judges are selected; three open positions; current number of cases before the Federal District
Court; and discussion of the Amazon Case recently heard.
Adjourned at 1:25 pm
By: Lisa Saar for David Brown.

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

1/2

full page . . . $100/mo.
10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .
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