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Thank You 

  

One of the most interesting and challenging aspects of my term as 

WCBA President has been writing a monthly article for our newsletter. 

Iôve had the pleasure of opining on such diverse topics as the courage of 

Franklin D. Roosevelt, the high cost and real value of law school, the valiant struggle of the State of 

Israel, and the nectar of the gods more commonly known as Coca-Cola. I like to write, and I hope 

Iôve done a few articles that readers found interesting. This month, however, I decline the oppor-

tunity to break any new ground or provoke any thought or discussion. My final newsletter article is 

simply an opportunity to say ñthank you.ò  

I extend my sincere gratitude to Tom Lyden, Olivia Burkland, and David Brown for serving 

with me as our associationôs officers during 2015. Tom and his 2016 slate of officers will keep the 

association on the right course. I also want to thank Rajeev Majumdar for his work editing the 

newsletter. Primarily though, I want to thank all of you. Serving as your president has been thor-

oughly enjoyable. Iôve had the opportunity to interact with some terrific people, and Iôm glad that 

we were able to present interesting speakers and generally continue the tradition of fellowship that 

started here in Whatcom County many years ago.   

Iôve been honored to serve as your President this year, and I wish everyone a Happy Christ-

mas and a wonderful 2016.  

The Presidentôs Column 
  By Mark Kaiman, WCBA President 2015 
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Law Advocates Looked-to Statewide 
 

 In lieu of our monthly Pro Bono Connection, in which we thank our 

volunteers for the month and tell our membership what is happening, the 

post-LTO workload has us instead substituting a memo written by our 

fearless chairperson, Rajeev Majumdar.  Rajeev was recently asked by the 

State Volunteer Lawyer Program Board to help educate other volunteer 

lawyer programs about how to build lawyer participation to Whatcom 

County levels state wide.  The following was part of a memo to the rest of the State: 

 

VLP Board Chair's Corner: 
By Rajeev Majumdar,  LAW Advocates  

 

When I travel about the State in non-profit circles and mention that I am from Whatcom 
County, people often already know the name of our very successful VLP, LAW Advo-
cates.  Fewer people know that we have also taken on the mentoring and running of the 
backroom operations of Island County's VLP as well.  While a lot of people have heard that 
LAW Advocates has extremely high bar participation rates in both the giving of funds as 
well as volunteer services, the question that remains outstanding, is why?   
 
Is there something in the water up north?  Does the ever-present threat of Canada cause 
attorneys to bind together in civic mindedness?  Is there nothing better to do up there? 
 
As Chairman of the Board, I have spent some time pondering that question.  It is true that 
we have amazing and committed staff who work for less than they could make elsewhere; 
It is true that we have great community support from private businesses and citizens; 
and  It is also true that the local courts, city/county councils and executive bodies have all 
bought in to Access to Justice principles.  None of these are reasons for success though, 
they are symptoms of it.   
 
These are outcomes that LAW Advocates and the Whatcom County Bar Association have 
spent decades cultivating, persistently and forcefully; I've identified three ongoing cam-
paigns of principle that help us cultivate success.   
 
First, unlike many VLPs our formation documents state that membership is made up of all 
of the dues-paying members of the Whatcom County Bar; this means the Bar is imbued 
with a possessory and protective interest in our well-being, and LAW Advocates has an in-
terest in the Whatcom County Bar Association's well-being.  A healthy and active bar asso-
ciation means a healthy and active VLP.  LAW Advocates deliberately and frequently takes 
steps to intervene as a major center of social interaction for attorneys - our Street Law pro-
gram and Kinship clinics are always done in teams, and our fundraisers are the primary 

(Continued on page 4) 
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social functions of the year for attorneys.  Attorneys who have fun volunteering stay en-
gaged. 
 
Second, we are committed to providing mentorship and education to volunteers.  The 
most frequent response I hear from lawyers when I ask them to volunteer for Street Law 
is "Wha...!?  I don't know anything about debts, or divorces or estate planning, how can I 
help anyone?"   The fact of the matter, though, is that simply being a lawyer puts the vol-
unteers light years ahead of our clients.  To bolster people, however, LAW Advocates has 
committed to putting on CLEs all year round, both to raise money for ourselves and to 
provide basic skill sets to assist at clinics (e.g. "Landlord Tenant Law for Immigration At-
torneys!").  We also informally but vigorously court new attorneys and connect them with 
older mentor attorneys and get them in the habit of volunteering their time and services 
while helping them make connections. 
 
Third (and finally), we have a grossly oversized and diverse Board of Directors.  I serve 
on a number of boards, and they are all dwarfed by LAW Advocates', with 15 full board 
members (we are searching for another) and anywhere from two to four hyper-active ad-
visory members (former board members).  Each of our board members serves on at least 
one of four standing committees that meet regularly in addition to our monthly lunch 
meetings, and other special task forces.  We recruit heavily from non-lawyers as well, 
bringing on doctors, real estate agents, property managers, accountants and business 
persons.  In this way we distribute the burdens of stepping up to bat, and get all segments 
of our community involved. We try to find people who will not only contribute different per-
spectives, but who will also go back to their community and be an ambassador. 
 
These are just three of the agendas LAW Advocates has pursued for several generations 
of board leadership, and I hope that other VLPs will take a look at trying to emulate what 
we've done to build long-term community support and involvement.  

 

~Rajeev D. Majumdar 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  PAGE 5 DEC.  2015 

Office Space Available ï  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street ï downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants ï access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 

Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time as-

sistance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at 

my own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 

hours.  Contact me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770)366-8186 or CSShep-

pard100@gmail.com. 

For Sale: 2002 BMW 330Ci w/ stick shift, Excellent (like new) condition, 77,000 miles.  Car has 

been babied, not even a scratch, a great driving machine.  $12,500 OBO.  Contact:  Roy Martin, 

(360) 746-0400, roymartin@creativedivorce.com 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, 

with 42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past 

two years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases 

- criminal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:roymartin@creativedivorce.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
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A Response to President Kaiman, re: Law as a Profession 

 
Our Need to Innovate and Change 

 
.ȅ YƛǊǎǘŜƴ .ŀǊǊƻƴ 
 
hƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YŀƛƳŀƴΩǎ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǝƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмр ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ [ŜƎŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ {ǘǳŘȅ όƘǧǇΥκκ
ƻŎƭŀΦǿŀΦƎƻǾκǿǇ-ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘκǳǇƭƻŀŘǎκнлмрκлсκ/[b{мп-9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ-wŜǇƻǊǘ-лр-ну-нлмр-CLb![мΦǇŘŦύ ς 
ŀƴŘ ς ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ƳŜ ς ŦŜƭǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ 
 

aŀǊƪΩǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ aŀǊǘȅ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ .ŀǊ [ǳƴŎƘΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ aŀǊǘȅΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ tŜǊƪƛƴ /ƻƛŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
{ŜŀǧƭŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ōƻƻƳΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǎƻƊǿŀǊŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǿƻǊƪΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎΦ  IŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜǊπ
ǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

  
¢ƘŜ нлмр ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ [ŜƎŀƭ bŜŜŘǎ {ǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ς ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƭŜŘ ōȅ WǳǎǝŎŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ ²ƛƎƎŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ  Lǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ōȅ ор҈ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ƛƴ нллоΦ  hŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ 
Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜŦƻƭŘΦ  Lƴ нллоΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ 
ƭŀǿΦ  Lƴ нлмрΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿΦ  aƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
ŜǎǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŘƛǎǇŀǊƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ сл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǝŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǝǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƛŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ōŜǧŜǊ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦ   
  
L ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƘƻƭŜƘŜŀǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΦ  [ŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ   IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ср҈ ƻŦ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ȅŜǘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ 
L ƘŜŀǊ ƻƊŜƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ур҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ όǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǇƻƻǊύ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ŀ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŀǎΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ²{.! 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ tŀǳƭŀ [ƛǧƭŜǿƻƻŘΣ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ 
ŬƊȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜΦ  L ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊπ

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.whatcombar.org/docs/nl201511.pdf
http://ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/CLNS14-Executive-Report-05-28-2015-FINAL1.pdf
http://ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/CLNS14-Executive-Report-05-28-2015-FINAL1.pdf
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ŀǘŜƭȅΦ  aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊǎ ς ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ 
ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ млл҈ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ς ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΦ  hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŀƭŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ нр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ  aȅ ƻǿƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ур҈ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛǎ 
ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǝǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ тр҈ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳΦ  
  
aȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ς ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƭƻǎǘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ - ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Řƻ ŀ ƭƻǘ ς ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎƘŀǊŜΦέ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ .ŀǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ς ŀƴŘ L ōǊŀƎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  !ǎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ур҈ - ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƻƭǳπ
ǝƻƴΦ  LŦ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŜŎƘǎΣ t!ǎΣ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ǎƻƊπ
ǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǊŜŀŘ ǘŜǎǘǎΣ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭŜǾπ
ŜǊŀƎŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ς ƻƴƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀŘπ
ǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŘƛŘ ²{.! Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ όǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅύ ŀ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴǎ ό[[¢ǎύ ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ 
ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ς ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǝƳŜΦ  !ƴŘ [[¢ǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǩƴƎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ς ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƴƻƴ-ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ŎǳǩƴƎΣ ǎǝǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊŜŀƭ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴǝƭ 
ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 

  
L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻπ
Ǝȅ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴΣ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ŀǇǇ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŎƻǊπ
ǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǾŜǊǝƳŜ ƻǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǝƳŜƭȅ ǿŀȅΦ  LŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳƴƳŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǎƛǩƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǝŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ς Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΚ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ς ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ς ǎƪŜǇǝŎŀƭΣ ŘƻǳōǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŀπ
ƭȅǝŎŀƭ ς ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀπ
ǝǾŜΦ  aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǝǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎΦ  CƻƭƪǎΣ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ плл ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ŧŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘπ
ƛƴƎ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǘƻ ур҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴΦ  L ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŬƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ 
Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ  !ƴŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘƭȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ǳǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎΦ 

  
 

YƛǊǎǘŜƴ .ŀǊǊƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀǘ .ŀǊǊƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 5ŀǳƎŜǊǘΣ t[[/ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪΦ  {ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ  ƪōŀǊǊƻƴϪōŀǊǊƻƴǎƳƛǘƘƭŀǿΦŎƻƳ ƻǊ 3сл-тоо-лнмн. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

   

 ñAmerica the Braveò 

 Subtitle:   Post-Turkey Consumption Musings. 

 

 

 Despite running in what I would call socially progressive-liberal 

circles, I make no moves to hide my deep admiration and infatuation 

with America.1  I say ñdespiteò because while in my opinion being a socially progressive liberal is 

synonymous with being patriotic, in Bellingham these concepts are often at bristling and hostile 

odds. 

 

 As I sat down for Thanksgiving with my in-laws, I reflected on the meaning of the holiday 

because I find that many of us have wildly varying interpretations.  Some people treat it as a reli-

gious event, starting with a competitive blessing contest, each person striving to be more humble 

and thankful to their deity of choice than the last..  Some have re-cast it as a day of post-colonial 

self-critique and remembrance  of indigenous peoplesô suffering.  For most people, I am pretty sure 

it is about Football.  For many of the rest it is an opportunity for an annual family reunion.  In my 

own family growing up, it was my fatherôs favorite holiday, and for none of the reasons above. 

 

 Did he even articulate reasons?  He loved the food, the family, the Macyôs parade on tv but 

there was something else unspoken, something hidden in the penumbra of his words.  He fairly reg-

ularly mentions two topics on Thanksgiving: he will talk about his childhood and how it was so dif-

ferent than life here and he will often talk about President John F. Kennedy (JFK).  I note this, be-

cause these are not topics that often come up any other time.  My father knew of JFK from his per-

spective as a 20 year old young man living in India in 1961 when JFK was sworn in as president.  

He knew him as the embodiment of what America stood for.  What did America stand for?  America 

stood for progress.  It stood for science.2  It stood for hope.  It stood for a land where if you arrived 

with $5.00 (FIVE DOLLARS) in your pocket and nothing else, hard work would liberate your soul 

in this land of freedom. 

 

 So, with $5.00 in his pocket, my dad set off for the Home of the Free and Land of the Brave.  

Now, upon arriving, it wasnôt actually like the idealðit was cold, dark, snowing and was urban in-

ductrial Pittsburgh.  His mentor soon left after getting mugged; he entered an American society in 

the throws of cultural change, racial-tension, population migration, and while Brown v. the Board 

of Education was ruled in 1954, it was not yet enforced everywhere.  Yet, it was still all the things 

that JFK promised to the world.  It was filled with hope, it was filled with progress, it was filled 

with opportunity.  Yes, there were obstacles, much greater social obstacles than faced by the youth 

today, and yet still it was a land of bounty and liberty where hard work and patience perpetually re-

(Continued on page 12) 
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sults in a society progressing and improving.  A place where ideas can be discussed freely, people 

can associate freely, and where the light of day exposes corruption.  Unlike every other country on 

earth, we have a legal system and framework that grinds ruthlessly to better polish the blade of lib-

erty.  I say ñunlike every other country on earthò not as hyperbole but as asserted fact.  People, in 

my circles, point out idealized societies in northern Europeï but guess what?  You wouldn't have 

freedom of association if you lived there.  You wouldnôt have the right to name your child unless 

that name was on the approved lists of names given by the State.  You wouldnôt have the right to 

privacy or freedom from search and seizure that you do in our nation.  You wouldnôt even neces-

sarily be presumed innocent.  Even Canadaé try to afford a lawyer there, its even worse than here.  

As I sit and eat leftover stuffing,3 I watch on TV as the governments in Europe whimsically decide 

to suspend their citizensô rights and do sweeps of 20,000 peopleôs homes; going through their pri-

vate belongings, diaries and contacts based on the neighborhood they live in or the color of their 

skin or their name.  The American form of government on the other hand, is a braver one.  It is one 

that says, the Government is not presumed right de jure or de facto, is bound by law, and shall not 

infringe on our liberties without our consent. 

 

 What makes this possible?  In all reality it has a lot to do with a man named John Marshall, 

but the shorter, more truncated, and subsuming credit to many many many other figures is that it is 

our legal system and its practitioners that make America great.   For my father, and myself, 

Thanksgiving is about the American Legal system.  Itôs about a country where challenging the sys-

tem is possible, where civil discourse is our methodology of problem solving, where you are al-

lowed to make the attempt to follow your heartôs desire.  Does our society have problems?  Yes, of 

course.  As I watch the news with my wifeôs Pecan Pie: racial identity activists are trying to peace-

fully disrupt the orgy of gluttony known as Black Friday and violence results; an abortion clinic is 

shot up with civilians and the police trying to protect them dying; politicians are promising to ap-

ply religious tests and deport people based on their ethnicity; our infrastructure is crumbling 

around our ears; and we canôt fund social security.  Thatôs okay.  Thatôs the price of democracy.  

There is no chance you will ever be 100% safe and convince everyone to agree on sensible long-

term solutions in line with your personal philosophies.  It may be that America should called the 

Land of the Brave for very different reasons than people hiding behind the barrel of a gun may 

think. 

 

 To paraphrase President Clinton, however, there is nothing wrong with this country that canôt 

be fixed by what is right with it.  Some of you may have noted (or been triggered by) my use of a 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA) emblem reading ñTimeless Valuesò at the top of this article.  People 

have been very frustrated with the BSA over the last two decades in regards to its stances towards 

gender, sexuality and identity, and yet here we are in 2015, the BSA transformed into open and af-

firming.4  Still, the BSA does not feel it has given up any values or any of its principles to make 

these changes, but instead come closer to their ideal.  Just as we, as a nation, are always striving for 

a more perfect execution of our Constitution. 

 

(Continued from page 11) 
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 We have the privilege and honor of taking the risks that come with living in a society di-

verse and rich with opposing view points.  As long as we keep participating in our own small 

part, it will all work outï it always does so long as we do our parts as officers of the court to en-

sure transparency and fairness in keeping the fabric of civil society intact.  

 

 So, long story short, I  celebrated  Thanksgiving celebrating what makes America great, 

and that is you being brave. 

 
Endnotes 

1ï  If you are triggered by my use of the word America for the USA, because I have appropriated the word and 

stripped all other countries in the Americas of identity, I do not apologize.  Instead, I look at you quizzically 

wondering how serious you are. 

2ï  Though you know, Kennedy wanted to end the space program before those wily Russians  shot Yuri Gagarin 

into orbit?  He voted to terminate it as a Senator and tried to terminate it as President, appointing anti-manned-

flight people.  I donôt think my father knows this and I wonôt tell him. 

3ï  As an asideï this Thanksgiving a lot of people seem to be reverting to calling stuffing as ñdressing.ò  Thatôs 

what you put on your salad; I donôt care what NPR story you all heardðyou canôt feign confusion when I ask 

for dressing for my salad and you hand me stuffing.  Progress people, this is a huge improvement.  Calling stuff-

ing dressing is like using a racial epithet to refer to someone.  It was originally stuffing, in the 1880s the worst 

people on earth changed it to dressing (the Victorian English)é we fought a whole revolution so we wouldnôt 

have to be subjected to English cuisine, so letôs keep our Stuffing American, and leave the English to their dress-

ing. 

4ï  May not be available in all BSA franchises and participation may vary, no coupons accepted with this offer. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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The Law Firm of Steve Chance, Attorney-at-Law, P.C. 
 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT 

 

Eli Lawrence Wainman 
 

FORMER SOLO PRACTITIONER, 

HAS BECOME A MEMBER OF THE FIRM 

 

Referrals and consultations are welcome in the areas of personal injury, 

insurance coverage, medical malpractice and employment law 

119 N. Commercial Street, Suite 175 

(360)676-9700 

steve@chancelaw.com 

eli@chancelaw.com 

mailto:steve@chancelaw.com
mailto:eli@chancelaw.com
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Wanted:    Experienced Legal Assistant  

A plaintiff's personal injury firm in Burlington is currently 
seeking a legal assistant. Position requires attention to 
detail and this individual must possess excellent organ-
ization skills. The ideal candidate will be able to work 
both independently as well as collaboratively in a team 
environment and will have 3-5 years of experience. 
Candidate must be have a great attitude as they will 
also work at the front desk, and will be the first contact 
our clients have with the firm. We are seeking an indi-
vidual with a professional demeanor, who is calm, pa-
tient and proactive. Must adhere to deadlines and be 
able to manage an extremely busy workload.  
 
A Spanish speaker is a plus.   
 
Our firm is a growing firm and offers a competitive sala-
ry, production bonuses, and offers health benefits in-
cluding Medical, Dental, Vision, Life Insurance, and 
401(k). Additionally we offer two weeks paid vacation, 
floating birthday holiday and paid sick leave.  
 
Please submit a resume, three professional references 
and salary requirements for consideration to 
Hwebb@glpattorneys.com. 

mailto:Hwebb@glpattorneys.com


Legal Transcription Service 

Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C.  

Fast * Accurate * Reliable  

Serving Whatcom Countyõs legal community since 2004. 

 
Let us transcribe your documents.  24 hour turn-around, $6.50 per page.  Pick-

up and delivery service in Bellingham.  Receive your drafts on disk or by email for 

easy changes!  Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews, 

GAL reports . . . you name it!  Resume and references available upon request. 

We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files. 

Express Legal Transcription, 

L.L.C.  

Sue Fox-Golombek  

Phone: (360) 734-7920 

             (360) 739-6707 

Fax:      (360) 734-7920 

express@openaccess.org 
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