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A Fond Farewell to G. Dennis Archer 

 
 
 G. Dennis Archer passed away on Thursday, May 22, 2014.  A ser-
vice is scheduled for 11:00 a.m., Thursday, June 5th, 2014 at St Paul's 
Episcopal Church, 2117 Walnut (Holly & Broadway).  A reception will 
immediately follow at the Bellingham Country Club. 
 

Dennis Archer founded and worked at Archer Halliday as a 

certified public accountant (CPA), an attorney (JD), an ac-

credited in business valuation (ABV), and a personal finan-

cial specialist (PFS). He attended the University of Washing-

ton and Seattle University where he received his degrees in 

business, accounting and law. He held his ABV certification 

from the AICPA and PFS from the Certified Financial Plan-

ning Board; he was a member of WSCPA and AICPA and long

-time member of and past President of the Bellingham Bay 

Rotary Club.  Last year, Dennis served as treasurer for the 

Whatcom County Bar Association.  

Admitted to the practice of law on May 8, 1975, Dennis was 

given the bar number of 5954 by the Washington State Bar 

Association (WSBA).  The WSBA website states that Dennis 

has no public disciplinary history.  This last fact does not 

surprise me one bit, as Dennis dedicated his practice to professionalism, responsiveness, and 

quality.   

I am so happy to have known Dennis and I will miss dearly.  I first met him when I took his depo-

sition.  I was still doing family law work, and Dennis was an expert hired by the opposing party 

to value a business.  The deposition started as all depositions do, by going over the ground rules 

and then some easy questions.  You know - who are you, where do you work, what do you do, tell 

me your background professional and education.  I recall remarking at what a triple threat he 

was as an attorney, an accountant, and an evaluator.  More than anything I was charmed.  He was 

very smart, easy to listen to, and I detected a dry sense of humor.  These characteristics are by 

far my favorite.   

The President’s Column 
  By Paula McCandlis, WCBA President 2014 
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When the case ended, I resolved to try and hire Dennis whenever possible to be my expert.   I 

didn’t get a chance to do this, as I soon thereafter changed my practice primarily to personal 

injury.  As luck would have it, in short order Jim Britton asked me to be his Vice President, 

and when I learned that Dennis was the Treasurer, I was easily persuaded to sign on.  The dry 

wit that barely surfaced during his deposition was on full display during our lunches and 

meetings.  He was a perfect gentleman who knew how to make me laugh at the most boring 

meetings.   

Thank you for sitting next to me.  I consider myself fortunate to have had opportunity to work 

with you.  I am going to miss you Dennis. I send my deepest condolences to your family and 

friends.  

(Continued from page 2) 

 
 

Message to the Whatcom County Bar  
from Former WCBA President Richard C. Platte 

5/5/14 
 
 

 References in The President’s Column (May 2014) to the “Platt Presidency” of 2000, are 
not entirely accurate.  The first issue of that year’s WCB Journal notified the membership that 
its president, whose last name was Platte, had effected a coup, established a monarchy, and 
made himself “King.”  This may have been the King’s response to questions concerning the au-
thorization of funds used to pay for the WCBA party in the lobby of the Towers in December, 
1999.  
 
 Entertainment during bar meetings that year included a plea for justice by the founder of 
COYOTE, Scottish Highland dancers, a photographic history of brothels in the vicinity, and jest-
ers with various credentials.  
 
 At the end of 2000, the King abdicated, and his present whereabouts are unknown. He 
was last seen on April 8, 2014, attending a Bruce Cockburn concert at the W.O.W. Hall, in Eu-
gene, Oregon. He will be missed.  
 

Richard C. Platte 

Attorney At Law 
Mailing Address: 

336 36th St., #387 

Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel: 360-647-5145 
Fax: 888-768-6476 
E-mail: rcplatte@msn.com 

For the Dear Readers just tuning in, you can read the President’s Column that this letter responds to in 

last month’s issue which you can find stored on bar website here:  http://whatcombar.org/docs/

mailto:rcplatte@msn.com
http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf
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Memo to President McCandlis 
 
Subject: lawsuit against WCBA, re: your article 
 
Paula –  
  
Out of professional courtesy, I’m letting you know in advance that I will soon be initiating a lawsuit 
against the WCBA and its soon to be ex-President (you) and ex-Journal Editor, Mr. Majumdar.  The 
basis of the claim is, of course, quite obvious.  Imagine my horror when I opened the latest Bar 
Journal and was without warning subjected to graphic images of a man, on a beach, in a Speedo.   
 
The impact was exacerbated by the fact that I was lured into viewing this image by the presence of 
an alcoholic drink in the foreground.  If ever there was a slam dunk negligent infliction of emotion-
al distress claim, this is it. Wait – is that Parsons?  Change that to intentional infliction. 
  
You’ll be hearing from my legal team soon.   
  
Bret Simmons 
Roy, Simmons, Smith & Parsons 

Response 

Dear Mr. Simmons: 
 
I kept waiting to see if anyone noticed the image behind the margarita! 
 
Looking closely, this photo is simply of a man lying down, a side view from far away, not a full back 
or full frontal which I certainly had many opportunities to view as I tried various margarita flavors. 
 
At a certain point I strolled to the water and I happened to meet the speedo gentleman.   
He is lovely sweet Mexican American accountant from San Antonio .  His name is Peter but all his 
friends including me call him PeePee.    
 
I have his contact information if you need to interview him, gather more information or simply in-
clude him in this lawsuit. 
 
I’m sure PeePee regrets causing you emotional distress.  As always, I await your lawsuit and re-
sponse. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paula L. McCandlis 
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In Defense of Jury Trials 
a rebuttal letter to the editor  

and reply dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Rajeev, 

 

Please allow me to ramble a bit myself in response to last month’s Ramblings of a Small Time 

Country Lawyer.  I read of Tina Fey, Chamillionaire and soul-less automatons with amusement. 

However, your suggestion that “we need to get rid of jury trials when the suit doesn’t involve the 

government” left me concerned that you may be irreconcilably separated from your inner-radical.   

 

You claim we ought to abolish civil jury trails and cite the twin virtues “efficiency and expedience” 

as justification.  Indeed, you are correct; a jury trial is less efficient than a bench trial.  But why stop 

at civil trials, China is so efficient in prosecuting criminal cases without a jury that their courts 

don’t wait until after the trial to schedule the sentencing hearing.  North Korea is even more effi-

cient, empowering the prosecutor to supervise whether the court is “accurately deliberating”.  Of 

course, it’s most efficient to simply do away with the trial all together and detain suspects indefi-

nitely as we do at Guantanamo.  Other notably efficient justice systems: Sparta, the Aztecs, the So-

viet Union, Nazi Germany and Saudi Arabia today.   

 

Perhaps “efficiency and expedience” are not the best benchmarks with which to measure the quality 

of a justice system.  May I suggest that a better gauge of quality is the extent to which civil liberties 

are protected? What’s left of your inner-radical must be weeping with the realization that a bunch of 

old, dead, white men were far more protective of civil rights than the outer Rajeev. Alexander Ham-

ilton and John Adams had some interesting things to say about the jury in civil trials.   

 

Recall that prior to the enactment of the Seventh Amendment in the Bill of Rights, the Constitution 

did not contain a right to a jury trial in civil cases. Writing in Federalist No. 83 on the topic of civil 
(Continued on page 6) 

For the Dear Readers just tuning in, you can read the “Ramblings” article this letter responds to in last 

month’s issue which you can find stored on bar website here:  http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf    

http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201405.pdf
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jury trials, Hamilton noted that both those in favor of, and those opposed to, the Constitution agree in 

“the value they set upon the trial by jury; or if there is any difference between them it consists in this: 

the former regard it as a valuable safeguard to liberty; the latter represent it as the very palladium of 

free government.”  Hamilton noted the strongest argument in favor of trial by jury in civil cases was 

security against corruption: “As there is always more time and better opportunity to tamper with a 

standing body of magistrates than with a jury summoned for the occasion…”  Hamilton also pointed 

out that the jury offers “double security” in that because one would have to corrupt both the judge and 

the jury, one is less like to try to corrupt either. 

 

Do we have to worry about civil litigants trying to corrupt the judicial system in this day and age?  Ask 

yourself if a multi-national oil company, a Wall Street bank, or a giant pharmaceutical company might 

try to corrupt the judicial system if they thought they could get away with it, and thereby improve prof-

its by millions or billions of dollars.  If you had a lawsuit against one of these corporations, wouldn’t 

you want the right to have a jury hear the case? 

 

John Adams also wrote on the importance of the jury in civil trials.  For Adams, the jury was an im-

portant safeguard for any defendant in a civil suit.  No defendant’s money, land or other property can 

be taken from him in a civil suit “till twelve men in his neighborhood have said upon oath, that by laws 

of his own making it ought to be taken away…”  It is common practice for defendants in civil suits to-

day to file a jury demand for this very reason.   

 

Even if you are able to pass a Constitutional amendment and abolish the Bill of Right’s Seventh 

Amendment, you will still need to take up Article I, Section 21of the Washington State Constitution 

which states that the right of trial by jury shall remain “inviolate”.  Rajeev, make your inner-radical 

happy, don’t try to take away our hard fought rights, defend and protect them.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Bill Coats 

 

 

The Response 
 

Dear Mr. Coats, 

 

                Channeling our 2nd President you argued “….the jury was an important safeguard for any de-

fendant in a civil suit.”  This is, of course a point well taken, but if I may put the pressure on you, and 

submit this question:  Is it not more important and necessary then to have jury safeguards in situations 

where people are having their children taken from them, where they are being committed involuntarily 

to a mental ward (see perhaps the case of our former first lady Mary Todd Lincoln’s alter years), or 

where the assets of a family are being divided up?  It seems strange that the division of a corporation’s 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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assets require the safeguarding supervision of a jury, but not the division of a family’s assets, where 

arguably there are no arm’s length transactions or ability to negotiate without intimidation.   

 

Should a jury not be required then, to safe-guard the judiciary’s ability to remove children, if a jury is 

needed to safeguard the judiciary’s ability to remove a person’s car?  The 7th Amendment is not an ar-

gument to stand atop in arguing for the necessity for jury trials- for it merely enshrines common law 

rights at the time- rather, I was persuaded to a much greater degree by the idea that jury trials safe-

guard civil liberties and against corruption… and to that end: is it not more important to assign our 

jury resources to the cases where such safeguarding is most sorely needed?  I can hardly imagine that 

there is more need for safeguarding a corporation’s interest in a car, than a family’s interest in their 

own child or a person’s freedom from involuntary commitment. 

 

At Your Service, 

 

 

Rajeev Majumdar 

 

The Reply 

 

Yes, we should. 

 

Of the cases you mention, juveniles in criminal proceedings have the most compelling argument for a 

jury trial.  In 1987, our State Supreme Court ruled that juveniles accused of a crime are not entitle to a 

jury trial under either the State or Federal Constitution.  State v. Schaaf, 109 Wn.2d 1.   I believe the 

reasoning in Schaaf is outdated.  Given that juvenile convictions now follow a person into adulthood 

and can have lifelong consequences, the Court should recognize that the Sixth Amendment applies to 

juveniles.  

 

I am not aware of any Constitutional basis for jury trials in family law, mental commitment or de-

pendency cases.  However, our elected representatives ought to pass a law guaranteeing the right to a 

jury trial in all of these cases.  In mental commitment hearings, the respondent does have a statutory 

right under RCW 71.05.300 to a jury trial for commitments over 14 days (90 or 180 days).   However, 

we ought to extend this right to 14 day commitments. We often have jury trials in criminal cases 

where the sentence is less than 14 days in jail.  We have given the State the power to seek to declare 

any one of us mentally ill and to detain us involuntarily for up to 14 days.  It seems prudent to bal-

ance this power by giving ourselves the right to a jury trial in such proceedings.  As a free people 

with the right to pass law by initiative, we have no one to blame but ourselves for being without this 

right. 

 

As a parent, one of the most frightening powers we give the State is the power to permanently take 

away our children.  I do not understand why we give the State this incredible power without also giv-

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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ing ourselves the right to a jury trial.   

 

In addition to the reasons stated by Hamilton and Adams, another benefit of the jury is illustrated 

in James Surowiecki’s The Wisdom of Crowds: Why the Many Are Smarter than the Few and How 

Collective Wisdom Shapes Business, Economics, Societies and Nations.  A group of ordinary peo-

ple make better decisions than any expert.  In the context of economics, this is why market econo-

mies with no one in charge produce an abundance of goods and services, while planned economies 

fail.  In the context of a justice system, it is why a jury will consistently produce decisions that are 

more fair and just than a judge, no matter how wise.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Bill Coats 

Partner at Brett, Murphy, Coats, Knapp, McCandlis & Brown, PLLC 

bill@brettlaw.com 

www.washingtoninjury.com 

(Continued from page 7) 

mailto:bill@brettlaw.com
http://www.washingtoninjury.com
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT— NOTICE FROM COMM. HEYDRICH 

 

Effective June 5, 2014 the start time for the Thursday Domestic Violence calendar is being changed to 9 AM. 

This change is effective until further notice for that date and all Thursdays thereafter.  This will result in all of 

our weekly DV calendars starting at the same time and will hopefully lessen confusion about start times.  

Furnished Bay-view Office for Rent in Bellingham— $925/mo with free parking 
Quiet, private building only 6 blocks from courthouse.  Long-established law firm in building making 
changes due to retirement of a partner. Rent includes reception, telephone answering, use of con-
ference room, high speed internet, all utilities, and use of kitchen, copier (15¢ per page) and fax 
machine (LD phone charges only). Bookkeeping and secretarial services available as needed for ex-
tra charge. Parking lot for clients and free onstreet parking for you. Office available January 1, 2014.   
Please call 647-0234 for more information or to set up appointment to view office. 

Two offices for rent in Executive Suites on Prospect. Tenant will have shared use of two confer-

ence rooms, receptionist to answer phones and greet clients.  These two offices have their own individu-

al thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free 

parking for clients. Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq. feet for $600.00 per 

month.  The other office is 216 sq. feet for $800.00 per month.   The monthly rental amount includes 

heat, electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access.  Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100.  

WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT— NOTICE FROM J. GARRETT 

Civil Motions calendars before Judge Garrett will not be conducted on May 23, May 30, June 6 or 
June 13.  A civil motions calendar will occur on Wednesday, May 21, at 1:30; motions for that calen-
dar should be filed, noted and confirmed within the deadlines established in WCCR 77.2 (c) and (d).  
 

Please note that the most current information about court scheduling, motions calendars and 
judges’ schedules can be found on the “Calendars” page of the Superior Court’s web-
site.  Attorneys who are noting or anticipating hearings and trials should consult the website for 
current scheduling information.  
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Civil Procedure Corner:  Motion to Continue Trial   
By Bryan L. Page * 

  
 The best laid plans of mice and men often go awry.1 

 

We all have likely heard this saying. And we all can likely think of many ex-

amples from our legal practice where this saying has been true. One com-

mon example is in setting trial dates.  

 

Plans are made well in advance of trial. We check our schedules and those 

of our clients and witnesses before scheduling a trial date. We schedule trial 

dates far enough out to give us enough time to plan and prepare. We try to pick a date where our case 

will be the first civil case set on the trial calendar to give us the best chance of not getting bumped. 

But unforeseen things can come up. Going to trial on the scheduled trial date can be difficult or im-

possible. Requesting a continuance of the trial may be the best option.  

 

If you need to request a trial be continued, my first suggestion is to contact opposing counsel to see 

if the other side will agree. Agreement is usually possible if the reason for the continuance is a good 

one. But a motion to continue the trial will be necessary if you cannot reach agreement. Some 

ground rules govern these motions.  

 

First and foremost, pursuant to the Civil Rules and the Whatcom County Superior Court’s local 

rules, a trial may be continued upon a showing of good cause.2  Whether good cause exists to grant a 

continuance is within the discretion of the trial court.3  Courts can consider many things when exer-

cising discretion, including the following: 

 

 the necessity of reasonably prompt disposition of the litigation;  

 the needs of the moving party;  

 the possible prejudice to the adverse party;  

 the prior history of the litigation, including prior continuances granted to the moving party;  

 any conditions imposed in the continuances previously granted; and  

 any other matters that have a material bearing upon the exercise of the discretion vested in 

the court. 

Balandzich v. Demeroto, 10 Wn. App. 718, 720, 519 P.2d 994 (1974). 

 

Situations in which continuances may be granted depend on the facts of each particular case. We 

could brainstorm hypotheticals that might justify a continuance. The list would be limited only by 

our imagination. But there are some examples that involve common situations that arise. For in-

stance, Civil Rule 40(e) contains a provision for requesting a continuance due to the absence of evi-

dence needed for trial. The specific provisions of the rule should be consulted. Also, a trial court 
(Continued on page 11) 
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may grant a continuance when a party’s attorney suddenly withdraws or is discharged from the 

case.4  However, there is no absolute right to a continuance in those cases.5  A continuance is more 

likely to be granted if the withdrawal was necessitated by a conflict of interest that suddenly arose 

with one of the lawyers.6  Furthermore, in the criminal context, continuances have been granted 

past the expiration of the speedy trial deadline to accommodate prearranged vacations of various 

participants in the cases.7  If prearranged vacations are sufficient grounds in that context, they may 

be sufficient grounds to continue a civil trial as well.   

 

The court’s local rules should be consulted before filing a motion for a continuance. Whatcom 

County Superior Court’s local rules contain specific requirements for motions for continuances. 

Motions must be in writing and supported by affidavit.8  And the court may impose terms against 

the requesting party and in favor of the opposing party if the continuance is granted.9 

 

In my experience, local courts are likely to grant trial continuances if a good reason exists for why 

the continuance is needed, the situation could not have been avoided, and the continuance will not 

cause prejudice to the other side. Thus, we can all rest assured. Even if the best laid plans for sched-

uling a trial go awry, a trial continuance may be available to get plans back on course.   

 

*  Bryan Page is a shareholder at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate litigation in 

state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate disputes.  He can be 

reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

Endnotes 

1. Robert Burns, To a Mouse, on Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough (1785) (“The best-laid schemes o’ mice an’ 

men / Gang aft agley”), available at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_a_Mouse. 

2. CR 40(d); WCCR 40.3.  

3. Trummel v. Mitchell, 156 Wn.2d 653, 670, 131 P.3d 305 (2006).  

4. Jankelson v. Cisel, 3 Wn. App. 139, 141, 473 P.2d 202 (1970).  

5. Id.  

6. Sayler v. Elberfeld Mfg. Co., Inc., 30 Wn. App. 955, 639 P.2d 785 (1982).  

7. See, e.g., State v. Selam, 97 Wn. App. 140, 982 P.2d 679 (1999) (defense counsel); State v. Grilley, 67 Wn. App. 795, 840 

P.2d 903 (1992) (key witness); State v. Kelley, 64 Wn. App. 755, 828 P.2d 1106 (1992) (prosecutor).  

8. WCCR 40.3. 

9. Id.  

(Continued from page 10) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/To_a_Mouse
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The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

Exciting Newsflash! WSBA Deskbooks to be available online at the Law Li-

brary!   
 

In a few weeks, all your favorite Deskbooks will be available in online format 

when you are at the Law Library! The WSBA just announced the new access program just for 

county law libraries and the set-up is expected to be working in a few weeks. In the near future, 

the WSBA will roll out the program to QLSPs (Qualified Legal Service Providers) as well. Please 

know that you will need to be in the Law Library as accessed is restricted by IP address.  
 

_______________________ 
Law Library Website:  http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org   Phone: 360.676.6556 

Law Librarian: Virginia Tucker, MLIS, PhD    Email: vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us  

Board of Trustees: Dean Brett, Michael Kleps, Bill Knudsen, Jack Louws (ex officio), Dave McEachran (ex offi-

cio), Charles Snyder. 

http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org
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ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
By Scott Railton                             Cascadia Cross-Border Law                         srailton@cascadia.com 
1305 11th Street, Suite 301                       Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                            www.cascadia.com 

Whatcom Puts ICE Immigration Holds On Hold 

 

In the past month, Whatcom County, along with 

several other Washington State counties, ceased honor-

ing immigration detainers issued by the Department of 

Homeland Security, if based solely on the DHS Form I-

247.   

King County debated this practice for quite 

some time in regards to low-level offenders, and in De-

cember decided to alter its practice. The story was fre-

quently in the news.  In fact, we actually hosted a CLE 

at the Silver Reef Casino in April (Thanks if you made 

it!), where immigration detainers and the developments 

in King County were the topic of our noon-time discus-

sion. 

 Things took a big turn the very next week.  On 

April 11th, U.S. District Court Judge Janice M. Stewart 

of Oregon ruled that Clackamas County violated a per-

son’s 4th Amendment rights by holding that person 19 

hours after their case was settled so that U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs and Enforcement could investigate 

her residency status.   

That decision has subsequently caused counties 

in Washington and Oregon, including Whatcom Coun-

ty, to reconsider their ICE hold policies. So far, I have 

heard that the following counties in Washington have 

amended their ICE hold practices: Chelan; Clark, 

Cowlitz, Franklin, King, Kitsap, Skagit, Spokane, 

Thurston, Walla Walla, Whatcom, and Yakima.    

 

The Whatcom County Sherriff’s Office Directive on 

this reads as follows: 

 

Immigration Detainers 

Special Order 

May 6, 2014 

Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office 

Directives System 

Immigration Detainers 

 

Policy Statement 

Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office corrections facilities 

may no longer hold individuals solely on federal immi-

gration detainers, normally received via DHS Form I-

247. 

 

Persons Affected 

All commissioned corrections personnel  

 

Background 

This immediate change is necessary due to a recent U. 

S. District Court decision in Miranda-Olivares v. 

Clackamas County, excerpts from which are: 

 

...this court concludes that 8 CFR § 287.7 [the author-

ity that Form I-247 cites] does not require LEAs to 

detain suspected aliens upon receipt of a Form I–247 

from ICE and that the Jail was at liberty to refuse 

ICE's request to detain Miranda–Olivares if that de-

tention violated her constitutional rights... [italics add-

ed] 

 

There is no genuine dispute of material fact that the 

County maintains a custom or practice in violation of 

the Fourth Amendment to detain individuals over 

whom the County no longer has legal authority based 

only on an ICE detainer which provides no probable 

cause for detention.  That custom and practice violat-

ed Miranda–Olivares's Fourth Amendment rights by 

detaining her without probable cause both after she 

was eligible for pre-trial release upon posting bail and 

after her release from state charges. 
 

Guidance 

 Corrections personnel shall not accept any offender 

presented for booking solely on an I-247 detainer. 

 Corrections personnel shall only hold inmates as 

long as it takes to process them for release on other 

matters. In other words, the presence of an I-247 in 

an inmate’s file shall not delay the normal release of 

that inmate. 

 

Procedural Issues 

Corrections personnel who receive a Form I-247 on an 

inmate who is currently in custody on other matters 

should do the following: 

 Note the requested hold on the booking infor-

mation/hard card. 

 Notify the agency that requested the hold (normally 

listed in the From box on the I-247) as soon as prac-

ticable prior to the inmate’s release. 

mailto:srailton@cascadia.com
http://www.cascadia.com


Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 “Best Bar Section To Have Best Party” 

 Subtitle:   Ramblings will be done in person this week. 

 

 Despite it being the biggest component of Whatcom County's practicing attorneys, the Family Law attor-

neys have not, in my 6-year memory had a celebratory gathering of minds. 

 

 This is not right.  We take up the largest por tions of cour t calendar  time, we do the most motion prac-

tice, we exercise the greatest and most broad set of legal skills, and consequently we should A.) start throwing our 

weight around, and more importantly B.) start throwing the biggest parties.  So to correct this situation, and be-

cause not everyone is Evite savvy and my memory is not too good (I mean there are alot of family law attorneys!), 

I am issuing the following proclamation to call your attention to the date of Saturday, June 7 at 5:30 PM: 

 

To All Who Practice the Esteemed Art of Domestic 

Relations Law: 

 

From time-to-time, for the good of the profession, for 

the good of ourselves, and for a little delightful hedon-

ism, the Whatcom County Family Law Bar should 

meet and enjoy each other's company under most 

amicable circumstances. 

 

With that in mind, my fiancé and I invite you, your 

paralegals, significant others and children to our 

SUMMER BBQ located at the private sanctuary of 

Rajeev Majumdar (in Bellingham, not Blaine!). 

 

We will have hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages both 
(Continued on page 16) 
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alcoholic and non-alcoholic.  It would be great if 

you could bring a side, vegetarian alternatives,  

drink(s) to share or a dessert(s).  

 

Most importantly, we want to see you. 

 

Warmly, 

Rajeev! 
 

This event shall be known as “The Great 2014 Conclave of Domestic Relations Practitioners.”   

All legal disputes,1 weapons and frowns will be left in the gatehouse before crossing the bridge.  

The bridge to cross is located at my Fortress of Solitude, located at 4029 Willowbrook Lane in 

Bellingham.  

 

Répondez s'il vous plait to Rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 2  
 

      ~R! 

 
 

Endnotes 

1– This includes disputes  over theory between traditional and collaborative law 
practitioners! 
2– I’ll probably respond by sending you an evite so I can try to make the food calcu-
lations correct, but I understand not everyone’s computers are evite friendly, so 
when you RSVP, please give me a body count if you are brining a retinue. 

(Continued from page 15) 

mailto:rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
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Legal Transcription Service 

Express Legal Transcription, L.L.C. 

Fast * Accurate * Reliable 

Serving Whatcom County’s legal community since 2004. 

 
Let us transcribe your documents.  24 hour turn-around, $6.50 per page.  Pick-

up and delivery service in Bellingham.  Receive your drafts on disk or by email for 

easy changes!  Doctor letters, pleadings, demand packages, telephone interviews, 

GAL reports . . . you name it!  Resume and references available upon request. 

We can accept tapes, MP3, WAV, WMA, DSS and Dragon files. 

Express Legal Transcription, 

L.L.C. 

Sue Fox-Golombek  

Phone: (360) 734-7920 

             (360) 739-6707 

Fax:      (360) 734-7920 

express@openaccess.org 

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  MAY 2014 PAGE 18  

WASHINGTON

Build your career, Serve your community 

 City of Bellingham is seeking an accomplished 

professional to serve as Hearing Examiner. 

 For complete details on this career opportunity, 

please visit our website at www.cob.org/

employment.  

 Applications excepted until May 12, 2014. 
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1926 Rucker-Fuller Roll Top Desk 
Originally purchased by Los Angeles County directly 

from the Rucker-Fuller Desk Company of San Francisco 

as a "Supervisor's Desk" and subsequently purchased by 

my family in 1963 (two owners, total).  Desk is solid ma-

hogany, 72" x 40" x 43".  Roll top and all drawers work 

perfectly; all original locks and key present.  Price in-

cludes copy of original property record card from Los An-

geles County dated 1/27/26 and the old fluorescent desk 

lamp shown in the photo. $1,900.00.  Call or text Mike 

Hogen at 360-303-1431. 
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Office Space for Lease  
222 Grand Ave – Suite E  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 2200 SF of well located and professionally ap-

pointed office space in Downtown Bellingham. Take 

advantage of easy access to City and County govern-

ment offices and downtown businesses. This suite 

offers built out private offices, mezzanine, skylights, 

reception, underground parking and kitchenette. 

 

Call Kirby Jones at 360-383-7789 

Welcomes Your Referrals! 
 
Business Law ○ Estate Planning 
Probate ○ LGBT Legal Matters 
Bankruptcy ○ Real Estate Law 

 
Emily Rose Mowrey, Attorney 
(360) 483-8641 
emily@nextgenlawfirm.com 
www.nextgenlawfirm.com 
215 West Holly Street, Suite G-18 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

 

 

You are reading this aren’t you? 

 

You too should be advertising right... 

 

HERE! 
 

New and Old Sponsors… did you know as of today, if you pay 

your sponsorship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 

5% discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you get a 10% 

discount!!!!  Who knows what the Editor will offer you if you 

want to pay for a decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 

The 9
TH

 Annual WSBA Solo & Small Firm Conference --  

The Small Firm Advantage: Innovative 
Tools, Technology and Strategies to Lever-
age Your Practice 

 

Conference Date: July 24, 2014 – July 26, 2014 
Location:  Hilton Vancouver, Washington 
CLE Credits:  Ethics: 3.00, General: 12.24 
 
Register for the Conference and check out the brochure 
at:    https://www.mywsba.org/OnlineStore/

ProductDetail.aspx?ProductId=6635566&page=sem&mt 

https://www.mywsba.org/OnlineStore/ProductDetail.aspx?ProductId=6635566&page=sem&mt
https://www.mywsba.org/OnlineStore/ProductDetail.aspx?ProductId=6635566&page=sem&mt
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Whatcom County Bar Association 

May 7, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

 
12:17 Meeting Called to Order by President McCandlis 

 

April Minutes not approved as there were none. 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

Olivia Burkland reported the latest numbers.  We are solvent – our latest bottom line is $57,426.44. 

 

The report was unanimously approved. 

 

Events/Announcements 

 

 New admitees to WSBA were sworn in on 5/9/14 

 

4th Corner is rolling-out new attorney referral service. For more details see  4thcorner.com 

 

Lynn from 4th Corner also wanted to remind us to keep her updated when contact information changes and she will update the info 

on 4th Corner’s directory. 

 

President McCandlis recounted her experience at Law Day in Seattle and how over-dressed the city-slickers were.  Also, we should 

try to put on Law Day event in Whatcom County next year. 

 

President McCandlis called for nomination for the Liberty Bell Award. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Whatcom Women Lawyers – monthly brown bag lunch will be resurrected.  First one was held at Abbot & Shephard (Doug prom-

ised to abstain). 

 

LAW Advocates – Terra Nevitt reported.   

June CLE will feature WSBA speakers.  CLE Season Pass is still a money-saver; get your now! 

 

Campaign for Equal Justice is on.  Make your pledge and send in your donations. 

 

Sunday, June 22 is the Volunteer Appreciation event for LAW Advocates.  Boundary Bay– we’ll be playing Family Feud.   

 

 

CLE Committee – Flyers distributed for upcoming events.  Email me if you need information. 

 

Old Business 

 

P. McCandlis provided update on digital projector for courthouse use – still working on the details. 

 

New Business – nothing to report. 

 

Guest Speaker – WSBA governor for 2nd District Brad Furlong gave us an update on the goings-on of the WSBA, its budgeting concerns/

projections.  Brad encouraged us to stay abreast of the Board of Governors changes in practices in the coming months/years.  Brad also en-

couraged us to contact him with questions or concerns.  Here is a link to his WSBA profile.   

 

Closing remarks by President McCandlis – there will be no speaker for June; rather, we will be having a social hour/time following the bar 

lunch.   

 

1:01 pm meeting adjourned. 

 

By: Thomas P. Lyden 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


