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LEARNING TO CHILL 

 
When I was a younger, less-experienced lawyer, I often suc-

cumbed to the temptation to vent my anger or outrage in response to a 
perceived slight or some “unjustified” action of my opponent. The reac-
tion might be triggered by a communication that I believed improperly 
impugned my client or blatantly “misstated” applicable facts, a “clear” 
failure to comply with applicable rules of law or conduct that I viewed 
as evasive. I often allowed my emotions to guide these responses, because I was quick to 
assume that my opponent was seeking to take unfair advantage of me and my client.   

 
Too often, I became the master of the nasty-gram, laced with righteous indignation.  

Although these missives afforded a measure of short-term gratification, they tended to be 
less than productive in the long-run.  As one nasty-gram engendered the next, the case easi-
ly could become more about winning the intervening skirmishes than advancing my client’s 
long-term goals. I did not make a conscious decision to focus on the battle instead of the war 
simply to claim an interim victory.  Rather, I believed that unless I continued to trade blows 
with my opponent, he or she would gain an unfair advantage over me and my client to the 
detriment of my client’s interest. 

        
Over time, I observed that resulting hardened attitudes often interfered with reaching 

acceptable or favorable results. At the same time, these interim battles generally added sig-
nificantly to litigation costs. Oddly enough, judges rarely appreciated the extent to which my 
opponent had engaged in “outrageous” conduct, and in some instances, expressed impa-
tience with the skirmishes.  Meanwhile, the enjoyment of my practice and life suffered.   

 
Although litigation and contentious issues arising in other areas of practice often call 

for tough responses and communications, I have grown more successful over time in resist-
ing the temptation to allow perceived offenses to guide my actions and responses.  Without a 
doubt, that has added enormously to my enjoyment of professional life and life in general.  At 
the same time, I believe I have become more effective in advancing my client’s interest by 
avoiding the tit-for-tat food fight.  For what it is worth, I will share some of the guidelines I 
have adopted to temper some of my reptilian brain responses.  

      
Avoid the gratuitous slight. When I am confronted with communications or conduct 

that triggers offense or outrage, I am generally attributing malevolent motives to my 
opponents.  However, because I am not clairvoyant, I obviously do not know others 
unspoken motives (as much as that fact annoys me). If my response attributes as-
sumed motives to opposing party or counsel, it probably will engender offense.  A 
better result is likely if I simply assemble applicable facts and law. 

 

The President’s Column 
  By Jim Britain, WCBA President 2013 
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Avoid adopting my client’s view of the opposition. Often, but not always, my clients 
have an extremely unflattering view of the opposition. To the extent that this conclu-
sion rests on unspoken motives that my client has attributed to the opponent, I resist 
(or at least make the effort to resist) the temptation to fan those flames.   

Remember that my client probably also has warts. From time-to-time, I deal with 
attorneys who communicate, in one way or another, that their client is categorically 
right and mine correspondingly wrong. This is a recipe for descending down the 
food fight rabbit hole. Although this categorical view may be accurate in some sim-
ple matters that are readily resolved, on virtually all matters of substance, there are 
legitimate competing views, which means that it is likely that my client also has 
warts.  One of the tricks, of course, is to discover those shortcomings, because 
most clients do not readily disclosing them.  In the meantime, I caution myself 
against adopting a morally superior tone with my opponent. 

Delay responses at least one day. None of this awareness insulates me from emo-
tional responses to perceived slights and outrages. Since I will continue experience 
anger, outrage, disappointment and exasperation in response to certain actions and 
communications, the real question is: How do I deal with those feelings?  One strat-
egy I employ, if the circumstances permit, is to delay responding to my opponent for 
at least one day.  In the meantime, I vent pretty much unedited to partners, staff and 
others to whom I can safely speak.  Usually, that will loosen the emotional grip 
enough so that I can apply the other principles discussed here.   

Avoid unnecessary discovery fights. For better or for worse, I am something of a 
rules guy. As a consequence, I can easily take umbrage at discovery responses that 
do not appear to fairly comply with the dictates of the discovery rules. As a younger 
lawyer, I was fairly quick to vindicate these rights by filing motions to compel. How-
ever, these efforts are expensive, judges tend to dislike them and these fights can 
easily devolve into the sort of interim skirmishes that ultimately can be unproductive. 
Over time, I have adopted a more measured approach by being more willing to tol-
erate some delay, looking for alternative ways to obtain the necessary information 
and carefully balancing the importance of particular discovery against he cost of ob-
taining it.  Of course, if I conclude that the opponent is attempting to obtain a strate-
gic advantage through efforts to resist discovery, I will more aggressively pursue 
remedies. Usually, that is not necessary. 

Work with opposing counsel on scheduling. We all have busy lives, and there is no 
need to make professional life more difficult than it already is.  As much as possible, 
then, without prejudicing my client’s interest, I strive to accommodate my opponent’s 
schedules. Among other benefits, that courtesy is likely to be reciprocated. Fortu-
nately, this practice is fairly common among attorneys in this area.   

 
I do not always succeed in applying these guidelines. Sometimes, the nasty fight can-

not be avoided, or I fail to do so, at any rate. I am confident that others may have different or 
additional approaches that effectively contribute to defusing unnecessarily contentious situa-
tions. Nevertheless, I hope that sharing some of strategies may be useful.                          

 

  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Nancy at 

647-1916, ext. 112; Or email nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   Conference Room available for 

Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

New titles in the Law Library Collection! 
 

The Law Library has two new arrivals: 

 

Washington Family Law Deskbook from the WSBA has just been updated, with new chapters 

on domestic partnerships, Washington’s Indian Child Welfare Act, and international family law, 

plus completely revised chapters on fee agreements, maintaining privacy for clients, access to 

child protective services and health care records, child support, military pensions, tax, parenting 

plans, child abuse and neglect, mediation, parentage, and guardianship. The companion CD con-

tains 100+ forms. For details see the  Table of Contents and List of Forms. 

 

Washington Insurance Law & Litigation is a new volume in the Washington Practice series 

(vol. 35), authored by Matthew King. It covers details of the Washington Insurance Fair Con-

duct Act; discussions of insurance law related to motor vehicle, health, life, homeowners, and 

commercial general liability; and legal forms including sample complaints, answers, and discov-

ery.  

 

Law Librarian:  Virginia Tucker    Email: vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us  

Phone: 360.676.6556    Website:  http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org  

Law Library Board of Trustees:  Dean Brett, Michael Kleps, Bill Knudsen, Jack Louws 

(ex officio), Dave McEachran (ex officio), Charles Snyder. 

http://www.wsbacle.org/PDFs/FamilyLaw2012_TOC.pdf
http://www.whatcomlawlibrary.org
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Whatcom Dispute Resolution Trainings 
 
Location of either training:  Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center 13 Prospect Street, Suite 
201 Bellingham, WA 98225 
 

Understanding Conflict Workshop 
 Pre-registration is required. Visit www.whatcomdrc.org or call 360-676-0122 for more in-
fo.  This six-hour interactive workshop is designed to develop participants' awareness of their 
own approach to conflict, and to increase their skills and capacity to better manage conflict as it 
arises in their home, community, and work environments. 
  
Two sessions:  February 27 and March 6, 2013 (Wednesdays).  
Time:  5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Class fee:  $75.  
 

WDRC Professional Mediation Training 
 Pre-registration is required. Visit www.whatcomdrc.org or call 360-676-0122 for more in-
fo.  This intensive 40-hour course is designed for professionals and others who are interested in 
developing mediation and conflict resolution skills. Participants will learn the eight-stage media-
tion model, conflict theory and styles, mediator communication skills, and principles of conflict 
resolution. Combining theory and practice, students will also participate in mock mediations and 
receive a certificate upon completion of the course. Continuing Education and CLE Credits may 
also be available.    (see ad on the page  9) 
 
Six sessions:  March 13, 14, 15 and 20, 21, 22, 2013.  
Time:    Wednesdays 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Thursdays/Fridays 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Class fee:   $595 (early bird discount: $550 for registrations by 2/13/2013) 

http://www.whatcomdrc.org
http://www.whatcomdrc.org
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “The Drawback to Practicing Law in Whatcom”
 

 Subtitle:  “I am so very hungry.” 
 

 A litigator’s career will always have ups and downs, but young people looking at becoming 

litigators have always been able to count 

on one guaranteed perk of being a lawyer 

that goes to the courthouse… it’s a fact 

that is omnipresent on tv, in literature, and 

for most of the world, in fact.  Lawyers get 

to eat great food.  That perk comes out of 

where courthouses are located… in the 

heart of things, surrounded by commerce 

and money, which attracts gourmet food 

like nothing else.  How I recall my days as 

a summer associate, lunching every day in 

a new and exciting quality place.  What-

com County, on the other hand… has two 

major problems when it comes to food…. 

                  This Dog Eats Better than Whatcom Attorneys 
 

 First, there seems to be a cartel or informal Bellingham ordinance punishable by death that 

prohibits any establishment from serving food within near proximity to the courthouse.  I have a sus-

picion that this plot is enforced by The Grand, which for the last 5 years has had a monopoly on be-

ing the closest food venue to the courthouse.  Recently, however, we have had a delicious interloper 

kitty-corner to the courthouse called Cheese Meats Beer… which served DELICIOUS high end 

cheese and meats (maybe beer too?)… you may not have noticed it, as they never put up a sign:  I 

assume they did this to avoid the penalties enforced for having a food eatery near the courthouse… 

in any case, they were caught after a popular 9-month run, and are now closed.  Special shout-out to 

Lauren Trent for introducing me to the place. 

 

 Second, and more systemically problematic… is that Bellingham thinks it is a foodie town.  

Now, this is a delicate topic, because I am fairly certain many of my fellow bar members also think 

B’ham is a gourmet kind of place, and this kind of deluded self-perception is dragging all the good 

parts of the county down with it.  On a per store averaged basis, Blaine, Lynden and even the Lummi 

Casino can pound the crud out of Bellingham1 (admittedly, Bellingham does have some of the very 

finest establishments in the county, but not on average).  We need a good intervention; perhaps the 

Food Network can come invade our town and teach us this simple mantra:  “Turkey substitutions, 

Whole Grain, Sprouted Seeds, microbrew infusions, the word Organic, and Tofu does not equal 

gourmet.”   

(Continued on page 8) 

http://grandavenuealehouse.com/dinner/
http://www.cheesemeatsbeer.com/index.html
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 You know, I was at an unnamed Bellingham eatery last night, and the Hamburger on the menu 

had to be very clearly identified on the menu as a “Beef Burger” … probably in order to not to confuse 

the “tofu and walnut-compote burger” eating chefs in the back.  You know there is something wrong 

with a town where someone might order a burger and be surprised when it is beef.   

 

 Blech.  Bellingham is on a quest to make food taste as unappealing as possible.  I was recently 

reminded of this, when Evan Jones and I went to a week long CLE in Portland, where we proceeded to 

eat our way very affordably through a plethora of delightful gems (all near their courthouses too).  I 

was reminded that there were places that valued taste.  Examples: 

 

 

 

 If you took this too seriously and got outraged, relax with some dehydrated kale chips, go back 

and re-read Jim Britain’s article. 

 

P.s. Oh, and while I am at it… Bellingham, you don’t need yet another Thai restaurant!  I am pretty 

sure Bellingham holds the world record for Thai restaurants per capita (including Thailand).  Any-

ways, the best Thai restaurant in Whatcom is in Blaine, Chada Thai (its website says it is the best Thai 

restaurant in Blaine, but it is selling itself short).  

 

Endnotes 

1— Or for that matter, Point Roberts… come up n’ try Brewster’s Restaurant & Deli in Point Roberts! 

2—This ain’t Portland at all (yes, I said ain’t).  It is actually the steak description at the Steakhouse at 

the Silver Reef at Lummi.  Best steak in the county. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Normal World Bellingham Ingredients Good Ingredients 

 

Steak 

This will be an avant-garde organic mutton steak, 

or a seared eggplant fillet.  It will be sautéed in an 

IPA microbrew.  The side will be steamed organic 

broccoli.  

USDA Prime Grade Domestic Beef from corn-fed Cat-

tle, aged twenty-eight days, quick broiled at 1800 de-

grees and coated with steak butter. 2 The side will be 

creamed spinach with bacon. 

 

BLT 

 

Turkey “bacon,” whole kale or collard leaves in-

cluding stalks, organic tomato.  See bread below.  

At least, in B’ham everyone has moved to the 

BLAT, so the avocado part should be edible. 

Well-striped golden bacon carved from a fattened hog 

and cooked in real maple-syrup, the leafy parts of let-

tuce (stalks and dirt removed), mayonnaise, heirloom 

tomato. 

 

Bread 

This will be whole grain, probably a 33-grain and 

nut bread, that is more chunks of nuts and seeds 

than bread.  It  will also have a hard gum-cutting 

crust.  No butter for you.  It will be beer flavored. 

This bread will taste like rosemary and butter and be 

fluffy enough to float away; someone used two cups of 

lard for each loaf.   

 

Milkshake 

This will be made with vanilla soy milk and three 

eggs, as well as some protein powder.  It will be 

green from the spirinella and super-food you paid 

an extra $1 for. 

Cream, cane sugar and fresh strawberries. 

 

Candy 

A lemon, or perhaps some popcorn dusted with 

yeast. 

Hand-pulled saltwater caramel, or perhaps a Voodoo 

Doughnut. 

 

Turkey 

Given that B’ham substitutes turkey for every other 

meat, you would think the answer here would be 

Turkey, but I am going to put down Tofukey.  It 

will be garnished with seaweed. 

Heirloom turkey fattened to get a healthy crispy skin 

when roasted, brined for 24 hours and then glazed re-

peatedly while roasting, and served with a jalapeno 

cornmeal stuffing. 

   

http://www.chadathaiusa.com/
http://brewstersfinefoods.com/
http://www.silverreefcasino.com/index.php/dining/the-steak-house-at-silver-reef
http://www.silverreefcasino.com/index.php/dining/the-steak-house-at-silver-reef
http://www.voodoodoughnut.com/about.html
http://www.voodoodoughnut.com/about.html
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Civil Procedure Corner:  Pretrial Conferences   

By Bryan L. Page * 

 

 In federal district court, there are many stages in the process in 

which the parties are required to come together to sort out issues 

before trial in an effort to simplify and smooth over the trial pro-

cess.  In the Western District of Washington, at the outset of a case 

the parties are required to hold a discovery conference pursuant to 

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(f) in order to discuss any antici-

pated discovery issues and create a discovery plan.  Then the parties 

are required to exchange initial disclosures of individuals likely to 

have discoverable information, relevant documents, a computation of 

damages, and any applicable insurance agreements. 1  Subsequently, 

the parties are required to submit a joint status report that includes 

such things as discovery topics, a discovery plan, alternative dis-

pute resolution methods to be used, days needed for trial, and sug-

gestions for simplifying the case. 2  About a month and a half before trial, the parties are to be-

ing exchanging pretrial statements that discuss the claims they intend to pursue at trial, disputed 

and undisputed facts, issues of law, names of witnesses, and exhibits. 3  From the parties’ pretrial 

statements, the parties are required to submit a proposed pretrial order to the court that discusses 

the court’s jurisdiction, claims and defenses of the parties, admitted facts, issues of law, expert 

and other witnesses, and each party’s exhibits. 4     

 

 In contrast, in Washington state courts and in Whatcom County in particular, there are no 

similar rules requiring parties to discuss and work out issues before trial.5  Despite the lack of 

rules detailing pretrial procedures, there is a civil rule that parties can use to schedule a confer-

ence with the court on issues in the case before trial.  Civil Rule 16 states the following: 

 

(a) Hearing Matters Considered.  By order, or on the motion of any party, the 

court may in its discretion direct the attorneys for the parties to appear before it for 

a conference to consider:  

(1) The simplification of the issues; 

(2) The necessity or desirability of amendments to the pleadings; 

(3) The possibility of obtaining admissions of fact and of documents which will 

avoid unnecessary proof; 

(4) The limitation of the number of expert witnesses; 

(5) Such other matters as may aid in the disposition of the action. 6 
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The rule is drafted broadly, to allow parties to bring a conference before the court on any issue 

that will help expedite the litigation.  And the rule grants broad discretion to the trial court to 

issue pretrial orders. 7   

 

 The issues to be addressed at a pretrial conference can vary depending on when the con-

ference is held in relation to the trial date.  If used early in the case, the conference could serve 

as a case management/scheduling too.  If used closer to trial, the conference could serve as the 

final pretrial conference or trial management conference.  The issues addressed could include 

limiting the plaintiff’s claims or the defendant’s defenses,8 agreeing on the admissibility of cer-

tain exhibits,9 limiting the number of expert witnesses the parties may call,10 or any “other mat-

ters as may aid in the disposition of the action.” 11  The only limit on the subjects that can be ad-

dressed in pretrial orders is the creativity of the parties and the court. 

 

 Therefore, if you have a case that would be aided by the entry of a pretrial order covering 

any subject, consider requesting a pretrial conference pursuant to CR.  Or if there is the possi-

bility for the parties to agree on issue leading up to trial, consider using an agreed pretrial order 

to deal with those issues early, to avoid dealing with them right before trial or during trial. 

 

 

* Bryan Page is an associate at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate 

litigation in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real es-

tate disputes.  He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

 

Endnotes 

1.  Fed. Rule Civ. P. 26(a)(1). 

2.  W.D. Wash. LCR 16(a); W.D. Wash. LCR 26(f). 

3.  W.D. Wash. LCR 16(h)–(i) (plaintiff’s statement due 30 days before the proposed pretrial order; defendant’s 

statement due 20 days before the proposed pretrial order). 

4.  W.D. Wash. LCR 16; W.D. Wash. LCR 16.1. 

5.  However, King County does have local rules setting a case schedule at the outset of almost every case by 

entering a scheduling order that includes dates for the disclosure of primary and additional witnesses, discovery 

cutoff, exchange of witness and exhibit lists, and for filing trial briefs and proposed jury instructions. 

6.  CR 16(a). 

7.  Burnet v. Spokane Ambulance, 131 Wn.2d 484, 493 n.3, 933 P.2d 1036 (1997). 

8.  Ben L. CORP, Convenient Stores, Inc. v. Atlantic-Ritchfield Co., 67 Wn. App. 520, 524, 837 P.2d 1030 

(1992) (stipulation and pretrial order limiting plaintiff’s claims to those specified in the order). 

9.  Morris v. Int’l Yogurt Co., 41 Wn. App. 226, 703 P.2d 318 (1985) (pretrial order identifying admissible ex-

hibits). 

10.  Vasquez v. Martin, 46 Wn. App. 480, 731 P.2d 510 (1986). 

11.  CR 16(a)(5). 
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By Heather Shepherd and Jennifer Willner.  (This month’s article is by Heather 
Shepherd.) 
 
 This month, I thought it might be good to start basic, extending just beyond typical 
legal research and heading into court files.  Research is imperative, but sometimes, when 
writing a brief, Westlaw and Lexis inquiry isn’t necessarily enough.  Westlaw and other le-
gal research programs do offer links to briefing or court records for an additional fee, but 
those fees can often be cost prohibitive if accessed on an individual basis, or can be a 
costly addition on to your monthly bill.  Moreover, the appellate briefs are often the only 
documents available, while viewing actual case pleadings are usually more useful. 
 
 The most cost effective way to access actual case pleadings is to utilize the elec-
tronic court files from each county.  Many of the counties in Washington state provide 
court documents online for a small fee, or for free.   Reviewing the relevant trial court 
pleadings in similar cases is often an excellent supplement to office or computer legal re-
search.   
 
 Docket sheets from recent cases are available at http://dw.courts.wa.gov/.  Your 
Westlaw or Lexis case should provide you with the Superior Court case number, but if you 
aren’t able to utilize that, then the Washington Court’s website allows you to look up cas-
es by name and county.  After the docket sheet has allowed you to identify the relevant 
pleadings which might be on topic, you can go to each court’s website and download 
those pleadings for review.   
 
Here are the main trial court websites for access to documents around our area: 
 
Whatcom County: (free access to all unarchived pleadings, no username or password 
needed)   http://documents.whatcomcounty.us/weblink8/   
 
Skagit County: (access all un-archived pleadings, no username or password needed, 
prices vary to download pleadings)   http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Search 
 
Snohomish County: (no online access available yet, however it is in progress) 
 
King County: (requires registration; free to view file, .15 per page downloaded; King 
County allows you to purchase pages in bulk, so that the download can be billed against 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://dw.courts.wa.gov/
http://documents.whatcomcounty.us/weblink8/
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Search
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a prepaid account. )   http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/Clerk/Records/ECROnline.aspx 
 
Island County & San Juan County: (no online access available) 
 
 If you practice in Federal Court, then you are likely aware of your PACER and ECF 
accounts.  However, if you don’t practice frequently in Federal Court, you may not be 
aware of the benefits that a PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic Records) account 
can grant you.  ECF (or Electronic Case Filing) accounts are assigned when you are ad-
mitted to e-file in Federal Court.  However, PACER is free to attorneys to register for, 
and only charges if you download the document.   
  
 PACER charges .10 per page to download, but it is capped at $3.00 per docu-
ment, regardless of size.   But, PACER states on the court website that if the usage 
does not exceed $15.00 per quarter, then your fees for that quarter are waived, and 
the usage is free to you.   Here is PACER’s registration site: http://www.pacer.gov/
reg_pacer.html 
 
 For attorneys and ECF, the username and password is specific to each federal 
court (Western District, Eastern District, Appellate, Bankruptcy, etc).  There is, however, 
a universal beauty that lays in PACER.  Your PACER login and password grants you in-
stant access to each and every federal court branch.  You’ll still need to log in through 
each branch individually, but the amount of information you’ll have access to is im-
mense.   
 The US Court’s webpage provides a searchable Court locator for the federal 
courts in each area at http://www.uscourts.gov/Court_Locator.aspx.   There is also a 
website which links you directly to each court branch available under PACER, http://
www.pacer.gov/psco/cgi-bin/links.pl. 
 
 Knowing how to efficiently and economically access court files and the pleadings 
inside them is essential to delving into broader research and gaining access to useful 
information.  Beyond that, simple searches using the court’s websites can answer many 
important questions about who you may be dealing with.  For example, at the Wash-
ington Court’s website, http://dw.courts.wa.gov/, you can look up how many and what 
type of lawsuits your client or witness has been involved in.   You can also find how 
many and what types of lawsuits the opposing party or opposing expert has been in-
volved in.  But that is just the tip of the iceberg.  The information available at the click 
of a mouse from your desk can tell you a lot. 
 
Heather Shepherd is a litigation paralegal at Shepherd and Abbott, and teaches Legal 

Admin classes at Bellingham Technical College. 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/Clerk/Records/ECROnline.aspx
http://www.pacer.gov/reg_pacer.html
http://www.pacer.gov/reg_pacer.html
http://www.uscourts.gov/Court_Locator.aspx
http://www.pacer.gov/psco/cgi-bin/links.pl
http://www.pacer.gov/psco/cgi-bin/links.pl
http://dw.courts.wa.gov/
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Photo Aftermath: Judge S. Mura’s Judicial Retirement Dinner 
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Also: The only known picture of all three currently seated judges in Whatcom County  
A Whatcom Bar Journal Exclusive!  You won’t find this type of investigative Whatcom journalism in the WSBA or ABA Magazine! 

Special thanks to Sara 

Andaluz for photography, 

and to Dave Nelson for 

conscripting her. 
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New to Practice in Whatcom? 

Need a Mentor or want to be a Mentor? 

New to Practice of Law? 

Want a shoulder to cry on? 

 

This Friday (2/8/13) … at the Copper Hog at 5pm. 

 

Be there. 
 

 

Informal gathering of Whatcom’s trendy set of young (at-heart) lawyers for conversation 

and drinks (no host bar) to wind down the week and discuss law, life and other good things 

with interesting people. 
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WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
MONTHLY MEETING 

JANUARY 2, 2013 

 
I. Call to Order:  President Jim Britain called the meeting to order at 12:17 p.m. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests and New Members:  President Britain recognized and welcomed the 
following members of the Judiciary present:  Commissioners Henley, Verge and Smiley; U.S. Magistrate Judge Brett; Su-
perior Court Judge-Elect Garrett.  There were no guests or new members introduced. 
 
III. Approval of December 2012 Minutes:  The December 2012 Minutes were approved as submitted.  
 

IV. Law Advocates Report:  Terra Nevitt gave the Law Advocates Report.  First, she announced the Annual Meeting, 
to be held in February after the Bar Lunch.  All members of the Whatcom County Bar Association are automatically mem-
bers of Law Advocates.  Second, she announced that Law Advocates is moving offices to new space provided by DVSAS 
(Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services of Whatcom County at 1407 Commercial St., Bellingham.  Move should 
be completed by the end of January.  New location will provide eight small offices instead of four larger ones, a more effi-
cient layout that also allows for more client privacy.  Third, Terra reported on efforts in 2012 to assist Island County in ex-
panding the services being provided there.  Were able to increase number of Island County volunteers from 3 to 30 (1/3 of 

LOOKING FOR THE WILL OF DECEASED 
 

My great Aunts name is Delcie M. Barnes (Lack). She passed away in 2005 in Bellingham WA. There is a chance her 

will could be in Skagit county as she lived in Anacortes, WA for a number of years, but about the last decade of her 

life was lived out in Bellingham.  If there is any other information I can provide you please done hesitate to contact 

me. Also if you are unable to post the notice I'd appreciate it if you'd let me know. 

 

Thank you so much for your time. 

 

Kati Jean Chapman 

 

katichapman@live.com 

(907)973-2929 

3512 Rliey St. 

Bellingham WA 98229   

mailto:katichapman@live.com
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the local bar), and increase services by 500% with no reduction in our local services.  Collaboration will continue in 2013.  
Finally, the pro bono prize went to Michael Kleps, a $30 gift certificate to Scotty Browns. 
 
V. Committee Reports; Announcements: 
 

Treasurer Report:  Dennis Archer gave the Treasurer’s Report for the period December 1 through 31, 2012.  De-
posits for the period were $5,670.02.  Expenses for the period were $1,333.72.  The checking account balance is 
$28,843.72.  The end of period balance is $43,999.77, which includes $100.00 in Petty Cash and $15,056.05 in an 
operational reserves CD.  Moved, seconded and passed to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 
B. 2013 Budget Amendments.  Jim Britain announced that, following adoption of the 2013 Budget in Decem-
ber, three issues have arisen which may require modifications to the budget: 
 1) Courthouse Copier.  The budget needs amendment to add revenue from the operation of the 
courthouse copier, with an expense for paper, with an overall revenue increase of about $300.  Moved, seconded 
and passed to add this line item to the budget. 
 2) Swearing In Ceremony Expense.  The  Garrett campaign requested that the Bar host the refresh-
ments for the formal Swearing In ceremony at the courthouse.  Based on an anticipated attendance of between 
300 and 400, the Bar was asked to fund coffee and cookies in the amount of $500.  The bar leadership was not 
aware of past practices for such ceremonies.  Moved, seconded and passed to approve the expenses and add the 
item to the budget. 
 3) Northwood Hall rate increase.   Northwood Hall advised that it was raising the cost of the bar 
lunch by the amount of $1 per plate for 2013.  Jim announced that the leadership was investigating other alterna-
tives, but that the first Wednesday is not available at some venues, including the Country Club.  Further analysis 
will be undertaken with recommendations presented at the February meeting. 
C. Association Archive Project.  No report.  
D. Dinner Honoring Judge Steven Mura.  Bob Butler stood in for David Nelson promoting the retirement din-
ner for Judge Mura.  Invitations were distributed at the lunch tables.  Event will be held on January 17, 2013, 
5:30pm at the Bellingham Country Club.  The cost is $40 per person for dinner.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Whatcom County Bar Association and remitted to David Nelson.  Bob acknowledged the hard work David 
has put into the project. 
E. Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  No report. 
F. Law Library Board:  No report. 

‘ G. BOG Report:  No report.  
H. CLE Committee.  Terra Nevitt reported that six CLEs will be presented this year.  Because CLEs are always better 

attended at the end of the year, the procedure will change.  This year, CLEs will be held only in October, Novem-
ber and December, one before and one after each board meeting.  Subjects to be announced.  Working on three 
days instead of six will make the program easier to administer.   

I. Mock Trial.  Commissioner Henley reported the annual mock trial competition will be February 23, 2013.  Raters 
will be notified.  Commissioner Henley complimented the students on the hard work going into their preparation. 

J. Announcement:  Julie Helling, director of the Center for Law, Diversity and Justice at Fairhaven College/WWU, 
announced a two day program on immigration, poverty, prisons and alternatives for the future.  The keynote ad-
dress is by Michele Alexander, titled “The New Jim Crow,” and will be held on January 17 at 7:30 pm at WWU.  
Posters for the event were distributed. 

K. Announcement:  Deborra Garrett will be sworn in on the Superior Court bench on January 11, 2013 at 3pm in the 
Council chambers, followed by a reception.   

 
VI. Old business:  None. 
 
Meeting adjourned:  President Britain concluded the business meeting at 12:37 and then continued as the luncheon 
speaker, discussing his goals for the year. 
 
 
The January 2, 2013 Minutes of the Whatcom County Bar Association were prepared by: 
 
________________________ 
Bryan Lane, WCBA Secretary 



Poetry Corner:   The End of Poetry Corner 
As selected by Rajeev 

  
 Well, we’ve reached Dr. Seuss, the best of all poets (apologies to Shel Silverstein), and have covered many 

poets over the last year.  It was certainly interesting, but it may be time to rotate this column out for some other in-

formational column.  Please cast your vote for the following options by e-mailing the editor at: 

Rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

 

   The Exciting Poll 
   A– Some other non-law related subject  

   B– Famous lawyers and law in history 

   C– Profiles of local attorneys 

   D– South Asian Esoterica and the Law 

   E– Other: describe in e-mail 

 

 

 Dr. Seuss 

 
 Theodor Seuss Geisel (b. 3/2/1904 – d. 9/24/1991) is famous.  So famous, you have probably heard of him.   

I probably don’t need to say anything at all.  I guess I will share some trivia though. 

  

 Did you know that despite the simple nature of his children’s books, that he was such a perfectionist in his 

work, he would sometimes spend up to a year on a book and that it was not uncommon for him to throw out 95% of 

his material until he settled on a theme for his book?   Or that his pen name came about because of Prohibition?  

While at Dartmouth, Geisel was caught drinking gin with nine friends in his room and thrown off of the college’s 

humor magazine?  Under his pen-name and unknown to the administration, he served as Editor-in-chief.   

 

 Over his life, Geisel published 46 children's books, which were often characterized by imaginative charac-

ters, rhyme, and frequent use of anapestic meter (two short syllables followed by a long one).  Before he was a chil-

dren’s author, however, he served his country as a cartoonist in WW2, and soon thereafter he wrote Design for 

Death, dealing with Japanese culture and the origins of the war; the film later won the 1947 Academy Award for 

Documentary Feature. 

 

 Though Geisel made a point of not beginning the writing of his stories with a moral in mind, stating that 

"kids can see a moral coming a mile off," but that "there's an inherent moral in any story," and he remarked that he 

was "subversive as hell."  Geisel had no children of his own. He would say, when asked about this, “You have 'em; 

I'll entertain 'em.” 

 

    Green Eggs and Ham—Excerpt 

Not in the dark. Not on a train. 

Not in a car. Not in a tree. 

I do not like them, Sam you see. 

Not in a house. Not in a box. 

Not with a mouse. Not with a fox. 

I will not eat them here or there. 

I do not like them anywhere! 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


