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Beltrane, Floralia, May Day, International Workers Day, Loyalty Day, 

Law Day – Whatever You Call It, Enjoy It.  
 

 May 1 is an auspicious day this year, as it has been for centuries.  Holi-

days are that date’s destiny, it seems. 

 

 The roots of the holiday go back to pre-Roman times in northern Europe, where May 1 and No-

vember 1 mark the beginning and the end of the farming season.   Druids celebrated the holiday as 

Beltrane, while it was observed as Walpurgis Night in the German Empire.  The Romans incorporated 

these traditions with the Roman Floralia festival, a five day celebration of Flora, the goddess of flow-

ers, which begins on April 28.  The May Day customs we know today emanate from these traditions.  

The Maypole was derived from the early custom of bringing a tree from the nearby woods, often with 

a contest between villages for the tallest Maypole.   Traditional May baskets were filled with flowers.  

May Day has been a major holiday in England, where it remains a legal holiday, throughout its his-

tory. (Except for a brief period in the mid 1600s, when the Puritan-dominated Parliament stopped the 

traditional celebrations, but not for long.  The Stuart dynasty returned to power several years later and 

fired up the old traditions immediately.)  Probably because of the Puritan influence on our early settle-

ments, May Day was not celebrated in this country as in Britain and other northern European lands. 

 

 May Day was politicized in connection with the incipient workers’ rights movements of the 

nineteenth century.  Most accounts link May Day to the Haymarket Massacre in Chicago in 1886,  

which occurred when someone threw a bomb as police were dispersing a meeting of people who were 

striking for an eight hour work day.  Chaos broke out, and several strikers and police officers were 

killed.  In 1889, the Second International, the original Socialist International organization, was formed 

in Paris to celebrate the centennial of the French Revolution, and it declared May 1 as International 

Workers Day, commemorated the people killed at Haymarket three years earlier, and initiated a cam-

paign for the eight hour work day.  Although the Second International was short-lived, both the eight 

hour day and the celebrations of International Workers Day continued well into the twentieth century.  

When the Soviets came to power in the USSR in 1917, they proclaimed International Workers Day a 

major holiday, and celebrated it annually.   Those of us who grew up in the 1950s and 60s may re-

member the massive parades of tanks, planes and other military finery televised from Moscow each 

year. 

 

 In the United States, the Veterans of Foreign Wars responded by establishing May 1 as Ameri-

canization Day, beginning in 1921.  The holiday was renamed as Loyalty Day in 1949.  In 1958, Con-

gress declared Loyalty Day a national holiday, and President Eisenhower proclaimed the day Law Day 

as well as Loyalty Day.  It has been known as Law Day since then, to celebrate the freedoms estab-

lished by law in our country, and the role of courts, lawyers, judges and others in the legal system play 

in maintaining those freedoms. 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

The President’s Column 
  By Deborra Garrett, WCBA President 2012 
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 This year, the ABA’s May Day theme is “No Court, No Justice, No Freedom” in an effort to 

call attention to the devastating effects state budget cuts have had on the operations of state courts.  A 

memorandum issued by the Washington Office of Administrator of the Courts indicates that Wash-

ington is dead last among the fifty states in funding its courts,1 devoting only .3% to the courts.  

(That’s  point three percent, not three percent: of every hundred dollars expended by the state, thirty 

cents goes to state courts).  As legal professionals we know what this has meant for courthouse ser-

vices and operations.   At the local level, our Association continues to explore ways to increase effi-

ciency, maximize the time available for hearings, and work cooperatively with judges and court staff 

to cushion the effects of funding shortfalls as much as possible.   But a breaking point is reached at 

some point, and it seems closer now than ever before.  Ultimately the Legislature will have to decide 

between unpopular means of raising revenue (yes, even the “T” word), and the damage our state will 

suffer if our justice system is not properly maintained. 

 

 But, the sun is shining, the flowers are popping out all over the county, and life is definitely 

looking up.  So whether you celebrate Law Day, International Workers Day, or May Day, enjoy it.  

Happy spring!  I hope you find a May basket on your front door. 

 
Endnotes 
1–  Office of the Administrator of the Courts, Washington, Court Funding Task Force Report, Speakers Packet, 

Talking Points on State Court Funding.  

(Continued from page 2) 

The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

Law Library: At Your Service! 
 
  

It’s easy to remember the services the Law Library has to offer when you’re staring at them 

here in the basement but please remember that it’s always possible to email or phone the li-

brary when you need something and have the materials emailed to you. 

 

For example, did you know it’s possible to receive via email 

 Something from CJS? 

 A section from Restatements – any of them? Or maybe ALR? 

 Anything you need from one of the AmJur publications? This includes AmJur 2d, AmJur 

Legal Forms, AmJur Pleadings & Practice, as well as Causes of Action and Proof of Facts. 

 Law journals and law review articles. 

 

Law Library website:  http://www.WhatcomLawLibrary.org 

Email: vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us 

Phone: 360.676.6556 
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What We Looked Like 20 Years Ago…  Part 5   (more to follow each month) 

Stolen at gunpoint from the archives of past Bar President, David Nelson. 
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Poetry Corner:   
As selected by Rajeev! 

Tagore 
 

 Rabindranath Tagore ( রবীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুর) (b. 7 May 1861 

– d. 7 August 1941) was a Bengali poet and the first non-European 

to be awarded a Nobel Prize, which occurred in 1913 (excepting 

Euro-American T. Roosevelt in 1906).  Born in the middle of the 

Bengal Renaissance, he came to embody the capstone of Bengali 

cultural revolution, innovating in a number of fields.  A polymath 

and the youngest of thirteen children, Tagore wrote copiously, and 

began writing poetry at the age of eight.  He also wrote novels, short 

stories and plays, while painting, drawing and composing music.  At the age of 16, he published his first collected 

work of poetry and throughout his life he expounded on culture, philosophy and politics through his compositions.  He 

is the only person to be the author of two nations’ contemporaneous but different national anthems, the Union of In-

dia's Jana Gana Mana and the People’s Republic of Bangladesh's Amar Shonar Bangla. (Sri Lanka's national anthem 

was done in Tagore’s style, by a student of Tagore’s).  After winning the Nobel prize, the British Crown granted Ta-

gore a knighthood in 1915, which he subsequently renounced after the 1919 Amritsar Massacre in the Punjab. 

 

 The Nobel Committee found his most famous collection of poems, Gitanjali 

( গীতাঞ্জলি, “An offering of songs”)  a source of “profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful 

verse.”  His work is known for dealing with allusions to nature and  the experience of the 

most common of men.   

 

 Below is Golden Boat ( স ানার তরী),  from the collection by the same name, deal-

ing with the ephemeral nature of life and achievement; written in 1894. 
  

      

 

Golden Boat  

Clouds rumbling in the sky; teeming rain. 

I sit on the river bank, sad and alone. 

The sheaves lie gathered, harvest has ended, 

The river is swollen and fierce in its flow. 

As we cut the paddy it started to rain.  

 

One small paddy-field, no one but me - 

Flood-waters twisting and swirling everywhere. 

Trees on the far bank; smear shadows like ink 

On a village painted on deep morning grey. 

On this side a paddy-field, no one but me.  

 

Who is this, steering close to the shore 

Singing? I feel that she is someone I know. 

The sails are filled wide, she gazes ahead, 

Waves break helplessly against the boat each side. 

I watch and feel I have seen her face before.  

 

Oh to what foreign land do you sail? 

Come to the bank and moor your boat for a while. 

Go where you want to, give where you care to, 

But come to the bank a moment, show your smile - 

Take away my golden paddy when you sail.  

 

Take it, take as much as you can load. 

Is there more? No, none, I have put it aboard. 

My intense labor here by the river - 

I have parted with it all, layer upon layer; 

Now take me as well, be kind, take me aboard.  

 

No room, no room, the boat is too small. 

Loaded with my gold paddy, the boat is full. 

Across the rain-sky clouds heave to and fro, 

On the bare river-bank, I remain alone - 

What had has gone: the golden boat took all. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Golden+Boat++bengal&view=detail&id=7CA1486710A4830EBF6A2A20535033695237686E&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Golden+Boat+poem&view=detail&id=D777CF43E6602509ACB06A17030DFCBE44365858&first=0&qpvt=Golden+Boat+poem&FORM=IDFRIR
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  Nancy at 647-1916, ext. 112; Or email 

nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Conference Room avail-

able for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 

24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

The Best Location for attorney, Office for lease: Across the street from the Court House. 

1500sf. $1.30 p/sf + NNN(W/S, INS, PROPERTY TAX.  3 OFFICES,+ 3 OPEN DIV. OFFICES STOR-

AGE RM  W/SHELVES, COUNTER TOP W/SINK + CABINET.   CENTRAL HEATING/AIRCON, 

skylight , private parking space available, 5 years no increase rent base. 

 Address : 217 prospect St. Bellingham, Right next to Bail -Bond Company. 

Please contact us 360-734-8127, Attention: Jung or Erin at Attorney Matthew W. Peach's law office. 

Two offices for rent in high visibility executive suites office building: next to the post office on Pros-

pect Street and across the street from the courthouse and jail.  Tenant will have shared use of two con-

ference rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet clients.  These offices have their own individual 

thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free park-

ing for clients.  Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq feet for $550 per 

month.  The other office is 208 sq feet for $775 per month.  The monthly rental amount includes heat, 

electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access. Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 

Law Office Opportunity.  A local attorney with an established practice and office location is planning to 
stop practicing law within the next several weeks.  The office is furnished and can easily accommodate 
two attorneys and their support staff.  The office has been a law office for many years and is in an ex-
cellent location, and the rent is reasonable.   This is very good opportunity for an attorney who wants 
to establish a practice near the courthouse at a reasonable cost.  The attorney (who does not want to 
be named, and who is not Deborra Garrett!) can be contacted through Deborra Garrett, so please con-
tact Deborra if you would like more information.   dgarrett@zenderthurston.com    

mailto:dgarrett@zenderthurston.com
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RADIO SHOW ANNOUNCEMENT 

SOUTH FORK LAW 
 

Dave Nelson, Doug Hyldahl and Jill Bernstein wish to announce the formation of a radio 

show meant to educate on subjects relating to the law.  The shows will broadcast on KAVZ 102.5 

and KMRE 102.3.  KAVZ broadcasts to the Deming, Acme, Van Zandt areas and has the ability to 

be heard by 10,000 homes.  KMRE broadcasts from the SPARK museum and is streamed over the 

internet.  KMRE has listeners in California and Oregon as well as here in Whatcom County.  Many 

of their listeners are at WWU. 

 

It is planned that each show will be approximately one half hour in length and will feature 

interviews and discussion on a variety of legal topics.  Recently, the candidates for Superior Court 

Judge were interviewed and spoke about their qualifications for the position.  Upcoming shows will 

feature discussions on bankruptcy, family law and plea bargaining.  It is anticipated that each show 

will be aired on multiple occasions. 

 

KAVZ and KMRE are looking to have businesses who will underwrite this show and their 

other programming.  If you are interested in underwriting opportunities or in making an appearance 

on this show,  you can contact Nelson, Hyldahl and Bernstein on Facebook at “South Fork Law”. 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “Remedies to Inconsequence”
 

 Subtitle:  It Could Be Worse. 

 

 As if to match my temper, the weather is dark and crackles with 

unbridled anger as I return home from the courthouse, filled with wrath over the travesty of injus-

tice my client has just...  

 

 *highlight paragraph* 

 *delete* 

 

 Let’s try a 2nd draft.  I rambled on for two long paragraphs about the feelings one gets when 

one gets crushed in court while representing a worthy client on the side of truth and justice.  It hap-

pens.  Young attorneys don’t take it well (myself included), and older attorneys who don’t take it 

well have strokes and die.  Part of becoming an attorney (a continual process) is putting some emo-

tional distance between yourself and losses.  There is all the room in the world for righteous indig-

nation in loss, and dwelling on victories past, but none of that makes one feel better in the moment 

when you have to break soul crushing news like: “you are having your child, whom you love more 

than anything in the world, taken away from you.”  This is especially traumatic when you have 

bonded and have an understanding of how big the loss really is for your client.  It can make one feel 

inconsequential… doing your best, on the side of rightness, and being unable to prevent tragedy.  It 

gives me a sense of why alcohol and drug abuse is so common among attorneys. 

 

 This is a foolish position to be in, and an attorney who takes a loss to heart that strongly... 

will not last as an attorney for long, or at least not last as a happy person.  After all, we cannot let 

small events dictate and override the larger and more consequential choices and events that make 

up our lives.  If, as a lawyer, one had never made the decision to help out someone truly in need, 

then you would never have to face the effects of having that case come to its disastrous end, but you 

will also never had all the many opportunities to help advance and promote justice in all the other 

cases you get exposed to.  If you do your best and represent people with merit in an ethical man-

ner… the big picture works out.  To newer attorneys, I promise this is the case– I keep a folder in 

my desk of thank you notes to remind me of what progress I have helped make in setting things 

right for people in the world. 

 

 In the moment, however, now and then an attorney needs a distracting remedy.  Fortunately, 

the field of law also provides us with a plethora of surreal, ironic and tragic moments… of attorneys 

who are having much worse days than I am.   

 

 For example, how about being suspended from the practice of law by your state bar after a 

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stormy+cloud&view=detail&id=F57DED943BBDE6DE2767F49AEB4EE4151A9DA62C&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
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federal grievance committee makes a public finding that your submitted briefs are of “shockingly 

poor quality” ? 1    I mean, that’s a REALLY bad day… you can’t even pretend you were doing good 

work.  Likewise, how about the attorney who was sanctioned $10,000 plus motion-related attorney 

fees for his deposition behavior?  Well, perhaps he deserved it after he 

“repeatedly interrupted the questioning and made improper objections 

and lengthy speeches that had no merit,” as well as “insulted plain-

tiff's counsel, [the judge overseeing the case] and her clerk, and even 

the court reporter, who was eventually compelled to leave the deposi-

tion due to the abuse of defendants' counsel.”  Yeah, it is a little hard 

to take him seriously when he says “This is absolutely shocking.” 2  I 

know I did better work than that guy today. 

 

 Also, you would think that large transactional law 

firms would be the last to fall victim to a version of the 

Nigerian E-mail Scam, right?  Apparently, the ABA re-

ports that of 380 firms that a certain Nigerian tried to de-

fraud, the gentleman had a success rate of 21%, netting 

him $31 million; almost $400,000 per firm.3  Now it is 

not funny for the lawyers involved, and the gentleman 

has since been extradited from Nigeria to face the collec-

tive wrath of American lawyers…. but that seems like a 

stupendously good rate of fraud success to pull over a 

population dedicated to making sure Ts are crossed in financial transactions!  I suppose I shouldn’t 

be so mocking, it seems ripe for hubris to strike.  So instead, I will take what lessons I can from 

these really really really bad days that other people are having. 

 

 We do have to take some enjoyment from something in the face of disappointment though.  

After all, we cannot let the small events of the moment dictate and override the larger and more 

consequential choices and events that make up our lives.  If, as a lawyer, one had never made the 

decision to help out someone truly in need, then you would never have to face the effects of having 

that case come to its disastrous end, but you will also never had all the many opportunities to help 

advance and promote justice in all the other cases you get exposed to.  If you do your best and rep-

resent people with merit in an ethical manner… the big picture works out.  To newer attorneys, I 

promise this is the case– I keep a folder in my desk of thank you notes to remind me of what pro-

gress I have helped make in setting things right for people in the world. 

 

 Hey, it could be worse, you could be doing your worst work and helping no one at all, and 

getting your comeuppance for that as well! 

        ~RDM 
Endnotes 
1– http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/new_york_lawyer_is_suspended_partly_for_shockingly_poor 

2– http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/appeals_court_sanctions_lawyer_for_frivolous_outrageous_and_unprofessional  

3–  http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/nigeria_extradites_man_accused_of_scamming_law_firms_out_of_31m/ 

(Continued from page 10) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advance_fee_fraud
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/new_york_lawyer_is_suspended_partly_for_shockingly_poor_briefs/?utm_source=maestro&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/appeals_court_sanctions_lawyer_for_frivolous_outrageous_and_unprofessional_
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/nigeria_extradites_man_accused_of_scamming_law_firms_out_of_31m/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lawyer+bad+day&view=detail&id=5B747F03C96F5A9E644C8DE91786176275D5C6F7&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=lawyer+bad+day&view=detail&id=50ED13597242CC78C92699D7F89A47699B6F26DB&first=61&FORM=IDFRIR
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Civil Procedure Corner:  Fax Filing! 

By Bryan L. Page * 

 

 I have seen more than a few attorneys get tripped up by the rules re-

lated to filing documents with a court by fax. 

 

The Civil Rules state “Papers may be filed by facsimile transmission if per-

mitted elsewhere in these or other rules of court, or if authorized by the 

clerk of the receiving court.”  1  The court clerk may refuse to accept for fil-

ing any paper presented for fax filing if it is not presented in proper form as 

required by the Civil Rules or any local rules or practices.  2  Pursuant to 

General Rule 17, a court clerk may accept for filing documents sent directly 

to the clerk or to another by fax.  3  Therefore, according to these rules, fax 

filing is permitted only when expressly authorized by each individual court.  4 

 

Whatcom County Superior Court does not accept fax filings.  The court’s website states “FAX filings 

are not accepted. (See Bar Notice of 9/15/04).”  5   In the court’s Notice to the Bar & Public dated Sep-

tember 15, 2004, the court stated “The Whatcom County Clerk does not directly accept fax filings.”  6  

However, the court does accept documents transmitted by fax to another person for filing with the 

court if the documents comply with the relevant provisions of GR 17.  7 

 

GR 17(a)(2) allows for a person to fax a document to another person who then files the document with 

the court . Pursuant to GR 17(a)(2), “[i]f a document is transmitted by facsimile to another for filing 

with a court, the person responsible for filing must attach an original affidavit as the last page of the 

document.”  8  The rule also lays out the required contents of the affidavit: 

 

The affidavit must bear the name of the court, case caption, case number, the name of the 

document to be filed, and a statement that the individual signing the affidavit has exam-

ined the document, determined that it consists of a stated number of pages, including the 

affidavit page, and that it is complete and legible. The affidavit shall bear the original sig-

nature, the printed name, address, phone number and facsimile number of the individual 

who received the document for filing.  9 

 

This rule is useful if you need a client or witness to sign a declaration but the person cannot return the 

original to you in the time you need it.  This occurs most often with people outside our geographic 

area.  In those situations, the person can sign the document and fax it back to you.  Then you can file 

the document with the faxed signature, along with the accompanying “GR 17 Affidavit” required by 

GR 17(a)(2) attached as the last page.  Most often, the GR 17 Affidavit can be signed by you or by a 

staff person at your office who received the fax.  A clerk’s office is likely to reject any faxed signature 

without this affidavit. 

 

Each court has the discretion to decide whether and how to accept fax filings.  While Whatcom County 

Superior Court does not accept fax filings directly, courts in other counties do, like Pend Oreille 
(Continued on page 14) 
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County Superior Court.  10  When practicing in an unfamiliar court, it is imperative to familiarize your-

self the court’s local rules and practices, especially when it comes to the essential task of filing docu-

ments with the court.  And when in doubt, do not hesitate to contact the court clerk to ask for guidance 

in how to file documents with the court. 

 

 * Bryan Page is an associate at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate litiga-

tion in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate disputes.  

He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

 

Endnotes 
1.  CR 5(e). 

2.  Id. 

3.  GR 17(a)(1). 

4.  If a court does accept papers for filing by fax, papers sent by fax must “bear the notation: SENT on ________ (DATE) VIA FAX FOR FIL-

ING IN ______ COURT.”  Id. 

5.  Whatcom County Superior Court, http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/superior/index.jsp (last visited April 16, 2012). 

6.  Whatcom County Superior Court, Notice to the Bar & Public, Sept. 15, 2004, on file with the Whatcom County Superior Court. 

7.  Id. 

8.  GR 17(a)(2). 

9.  Id. 

10.  See Pend Oreille County Superior Court, Fax Filings, http://www.pendoreilleco.org/county/fax_filings.asp (last visited April 16, 2012).  If 

you have never been to Pend Oreille County in the Northeast corner of Washington, I highly recommend you visit.  It is beautiful country with 

some great small towns like Ione and Metaline Falls. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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Lawyers in Popular Culture:  Patty Hughes, from television’s “Damages” 

By Spencer McGrath-Agg 
(360) 602-1722 

spencer.mcgrath.agg@gmail.com 

 

Patty Hughes 
 

 She runs her firm like Google, luring top talent with perks and then expecting them to work all 

the time. It seems an odd model for a business where there is already ample incentive to work hard. Of 

course, the other incentive at Hughes’ firm is that she fires people, or pretends to fire them, angrily, in 

front of first-year associates. 

 

 It’s hard to tell for sure from the first episode, but it kind of looks like she hired someone to kill a 

witness’ dog, and make it look like the adverse party did it. Sorry, I know I said I would profile a law-

yer we could admire. I heard this show was good, and just assumed that the main character would be a 

hero. 

 

 In the second episode, the murdered dog appears to have had the desired effect. The witness has 

agreed to testify, and Hughes finds out the witness wants to lie. Hughes kicks the witness out of her of-

fice. This is a problem because the witness is the new associate’s future sister-in-law. We are treated to 

a Devil Wears Prada-esque moment between Hughes and her new associate, who tries to find out 

what’s going on (yes, I’ve seen The Devil Wears Prada, I’m not proud of it). As events unfold, the wit-

ness is set straight and Hughes is back to being nice, showering her associate and the witness with gifts 

(bribes?). 

 

 Karma appears to work the opposite way for Hughes. A grenade, sans pin, was couriered to her 

office. I don’t think that’s how grenades work, but maybe the point was just to send a message. Prob-

lems at home are piled on, as Hughes is forced to deal with her son’s misbehavior at school. Finally, her 

husband received his own individual death threat – another grenade in his car. Actually, that wasn’t 

“finally,” her son also gets kidnapped. But, then it turns out that her son was behind the grenades, and 

she was behind the kidnapping. Jeez, I thought my parents were strict. 

 

 Pursuing a high-stakes case is also a journey of self-discovery for Hughes. While interviewing 

the key witness, she tries a Ding Dong for the first time and finds it “delicious.” Although the show’s 

writers have a keen sense of detail, they fail to understand the difference between civil and criminal 

law. “I risked everything to put this guy away,” cries the witness. What kind of damages are they seek-

ing? Maybe I’m being too hard on this show. After all, I’m a huge Sons of Anarchy fan, but I’d proba-

bly see it as nonsense if I actually ran with a biker gang. 

 

 Hughes shows up in the restroom to talk to the attorney she pretended to fire, who ended up quit-

ting anyways. This marks the second time Hughes has ambushed a colleague in the restroom. The first 

was when she recruited her rookie associate. It appears this is Hughes’ highly effective strategy for 

finding and retaining top talent. Both attorneys that she surprised in the restroom came to work for her, 

the second brought back the biggest client. I wonder if Google does this too? 

 

 Whatever ends up happening, Hughes’ career is sure to be filled with more passionate advocacy, 

dispassionate manipulation, and shotgun restroom negotiation tactics. 
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Anna’s Corner— The finest lawyer jokes of the month forwarded by Anna E. Webb 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A lawyer, well into a lengthy cross-examination of a witness, stopped and said: "I object, 

Your Honor! One of the jurors is asleep."  The Judge ruled: "You put him to sleep... You wake him 

up." 
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Whatcom County Bar Association—The Minutes 

April 4, 2012 

 

 
 

I. Call to Order: President Deborra Garret called the meeting to order at 12:20 p.m. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests and New Members: 

President Garrett recognized the following members of the Judiciary present: Judges Snyder, Verge, Grant, 
Smiley and Federal Magistrate Dean Brett. Ms. Giulana Ferguson was introduced from Law Advocates. Ms. 
Ann Marie Carlson was introduced. Mr. Greg Overstreet, CLE speaker, was introduced. 
 

III. Approval of March 2012 Minutes: The March 2012 minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

IV. Law Advocates Report: Terra Nevitt gave the Law Advocates Report. May 1 is Law Day, the theme is: 
No Justice No Freedom. . Street Law consultations have traditionally occurred on this day.  Law Week, 
guest Editorial on KGMI, will bring awareness to access to justice issues. Criteria for nominations for Liberty 
Bell Award: person must have promoted a better understanding of rule of law,  encouraged greater respect, 
stimulated civic responsibility, and contributed to government. Law Advocates is now on Facebook! The Pro 
Bono prize goes to: Mr. Rajeev Majumdar. 
 

V. Committee Reports; Announcements: 

A. Treasurer Report: Treasurer Crisman Glass presented the April 2012 Treasurer’s Report. The WCBA 
member count as of March 31, 2012 is 135. Deposits for the month = $2,062.75. Expenses = $693.00. 
Donations = $2,000 to the high school Mock Trial teams. End of period checking account balance = 
$32,285.40. Reserves = $15,056.05. End of period balance = $47,441.45. A motion to approve the April 
2012 Treasurer’s Report passed. 

 
B. Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter: WWL WC Chapter is hosting a work party 
with NSEA on May 12 from 9 to Noon. 
 
C. Law Library Board: None 
 
D. BOG Report: Governor Buri noted that WSBA will count Referendum ballots on April 6. 
 
E. CLE Committee. Mara Synder organized her first CLE! Congratulations. The CLE is: Public Records Act 
implications for civil, criminal & public agency.  
 
F. Golf Committee. The Whatcom-Skagit-Island County Golf Tournament will be held on August 24 at Sud-
den Valley. Noon tee time Noon, then dinner afterwards. Get your foursomes together. Contact Paula 
McCandlis Dozal for more information. 
 
G. Committee for Fourth Superior Court Judge. President Garrett delivered information on behalf of Mr. 
Robertson. The committee will prepare a Resolution to present to the County Council. The Executive is in 
favor of establishing a 4th Superior Court Judge. 
 
H. Announcement: Adrian Madrone invited everyone to meet/greet Justice Steve Gonzalez, April 18 4:30 at 
Lustick Law Firm. 
 

Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 



I. Swearing-In Ceremony: Currently scheduled for April 30. Except, there is the Judicial Conference that 
week. President Garrett will ask WSBA to move the swearing-in ceremony to May 4, Friday. Prior to the 
ceremony, there is a 1/2 day mandatory new lawyer education program. Interested attorney volunteers 
should contact President Garrett. 
 

VI. New Business: Dean Brett proposed a motion that a Judicial Qualification Poll be conducted.  The Mo-
tion was seconded by Wendy Boelke. There was considerable discussion and two friendly amendments. 
The motion carried: 26 yay, 16 nay and 7 abstain. Here is the text of the motion as amended and ap-
proved: 
The Whatcom County Bar Association shall appoint a committee to conduct a Judicial Qualification Poll 
for the vacant Whatcom County Superior Court Judge Position. The Committee shall be composed of 
two members selected by the WCBA Secretary and one member selected by each candidate for Supe-
rior Court Judge.  The Committee shall organize a Candidate Forum, to occur during the WCBA meeting, 
prior to the Primary Election. After the Candidate Form, the Committee, on behalf of the Whatcom 
County Bar Association, will conduct a poll of its membership (dues paying WCBA members) asking 
each member in good conscience to rate each of the candidates for Whatcom County Superior Court 
Judge as: (a) well qualified (b) qualified or (c) not qualified. The poll shall be designed similar to the mail 
in ballots sent out for elections by the Auditor so that the “ballot” is secret and so that each WCBA mem-
ber may vote only once.   The Whatcom County Bar Association shall publish the results at least one 
week prior to distribution of the Primary Election ballots, listing for each candidate, the number of votes 
as well qualified, qualified and not qualified. 
 

VII. Old business: Copier machine: Oaysis needed a PIC at Courthouse. Dave Reynolds is the new Court 
Administrator. President Garrett will then sign the contract. 
 

VIII. Guest Speaker: Judge Chuck Synder. Judge Snyder spoke about Drug Court. Why do it? 
Reforming the addict so s/he doesn’t come through the system again. Drug Court restores and reclaims 
lives. Although addicts sometimes relapse, they offend at a much lower level. Judge Moynihan started 
Drug Court in 1998. The offender comes in with all their problems and it creates a holistic approach to 
reform. Four phases, each phase is a minimum of 13 weeks. Usually 18 months to get through the pro-
gram, but it can be done in 1 year. 
 

Meeting adjourned: President Garrett adjourned the meeting at 1:08 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes on file with Secretary Jennifer Willner 

(Continued from page 20) 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


