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NEW IN WHATCOM?  

 

 LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀǎ ǘǊǳŜ ƛƴ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀǎ 
in other places.   As we all know (or learned after living here for a couple of weeks), 
it sometimes seems like all the people we know are well acquainted with each 
other, generally in ways that have nothing to do with us.  It has implications on 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŜǘ 
your Better Self rule your interactions with people, because your reputation is es-
sential in this community.  After awhile, you realize that client confidentiality does-
ƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
names; this community is way too small for that.  You start to see how much history 
ς events and relationships that occurred years ago, in many cases ς affects what occurs today, in so many 
ǿŀȅǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƴΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ς who 
the influential people are (and were); the families that have played major roles in this county for many 
years; the long-time friendships and feuds that helped make present day Whatcom County. 
 
 LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ 
ȅƻǳ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ   όLǎ Ƴȅ Ŏŀōƛƴ ŦŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎΚ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦύ  ά²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴǘǊŀΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ 
inexplicable routines.  New people sometimes think this little backwater has been languishing for too long, 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ   .ǳǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ 
 
{ƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ  Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ƛƴΚ  Iŀǎ ƛǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
lengthy transition from feeling like a newbie to feeling like a member of this community?  What has helped 
you in the process, and what would you change if you could?   Has our county bar association helped you 
learn the lay of the land, and if so, how?   Are there programs or events we could offer that would help law-
yers who are new to the county? 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ς ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ²ƘŀǘŎƻƳ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ   9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
grew up here, a lot has changed while you were in college and law school.   You need or want a mentor, 
whether in a formal or informal relationship.  You may also need friends, a social circle not related to your 
work.   How do you find those friends?  Are old friends still here?    Do local recreation programs and asso-
Ŏƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎΚ  Iŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ōŀǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
been a resource?  What has made the process easier for you? 
 
LΩŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άƴŜǿƴŜǎǎέ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘπ
ten past that stage of things but remember how it was, and what helped them settle in and feel part of this 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ   LŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛǇǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ  bƻ 
flash of blinding insight is expected, of course.  But a discussion could be helpful for many of us who are 
working their ways into the legal ς and larger ς Whatcom County community. 

The Presidentôs Column 
  By Deborra Garrett 

  WCBA President 2012 
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What We Looked Like 20 Years Agoé  Part 3   (more to follow each month) 

Stolen at gunpoint from the archives of past Bar President, David Nelson. 
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Annaôs Cornerð The finest lawyer joke of the month forwarded by Anna E. Webb  

 

  

 A couple were driving to a church to get married. On the way, they got into a 

car accident and died. When they arrive in heaven, they see St. Peter at the gate. They 

ask him if he could arrange it so they could marry in heaven.  

 

 St. Peter tells them that he'll do his best to work on it for them.  

 

 Three months pass by and the couple hear nothing. They bump into St. Peter 

and ask him about the marriage.  

 

 He says, "I'm still working on it."  

 

 Two years pass by and no marriage.  

 

 St. Peter again assures them that he's working on it.  

 

 Finally after twenty long years, St. Peter comes running with a priest and tells 

the couple it's time for their wedding.  

 

 The couple marry and live happily for a while. But after a few months the cou-

ple go and find St. Peter and tell him things are not working out, and that they want to 

get a divorce.  

 

 "Can you arrange it for us?" they ask.  

 

 St. Peter replies, "Are you kidding?! It took me twenty years to find a priest 

up here. How am I gonna find you a lawyer?" 
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Half  a league half  a league,  
Half  a league onward,  
All in the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred:  
'Forward, the Light Brigade!  
Charge for the guns' he said:  
Into the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred.  
 
'Forward, the Light Brigade!'  
Was there a man dismay'd ?  
Not tho' the soldier knew  
Some one had blunder'd:  
Theirs not to make reply,  
Theirs not to reason why,  
Theirs but to do & die,  
Into the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred.  
 
Cannon to right of them,  
Cannon to left of them,  
Cannon in front of them  
Volley'd & thunder'd;  
Storm'd at with shot and shell,  
Boldly they rode and well,  
Into the jaws of Death,  
Into the mouth of Hell  
Rode the six hundred.  
 
Flash'd all their sabres bare,  

Flash'd as they turn'd in air  
Sabring the gunners there,  
Charging an army while  
All the world wonder'd:  
Plunged in the battery-smoke  
Right thro' the line they broke;  
Cossack & Russian  
Reel'd from the sabre-stroke, 
Shatter'd & sunder'd.  
Then they rode back, but not  
Not the six hundred.  
 
Cannon to right of them,  
Cannon to left of them,  
Cannon behind them  
Volley'd and thunder'd;  
Storm'd at with shot and shell,  
While horse & hero fell,  
They that had fought so well  
Came thro' the jaws of Death,  
Back from the mouth of Hell,  
All that was left of them,  
Left of six hundred.  
 
When can their glory fade?  
O the wild charge they made!  
All the world wonder'd.  
Honour the charge they made!  
Honour the Light Brigade,  
Noble six hundred! 

Poetry Corner:   
As selected by Rajeev! 

 

ñThe Charge of the Light Brigade,ò as an event, was a blunder.  It is, however, probably 

one of the greatest blunders to have blessed to the English language.  The invocation of the 

name, not only invokes the Grande Dame of poems itself, and the historical event, but 

lends itself to situations attorneys find themselves in often (particularly associates ordered 

forward ñinto the breachò without complete understanding as to the whys). 

 It was the final action on October 15th, 1854, in the Battle of Balaclava (which also gave us another famous figure of speech: 

ñthe thin red lineò) during the Crimean Waré a complicated political affair between a coalition of the English, French, Turks and 

Sardinians against the Russian Empire.  It is known for (aside from its literary offspring), being the first war to be extensively cov-

ered by independent press with cameras, the work of Florence Nightingale, and for the numerous errors made by the military plan-

ners on both sides. 

 Due to an unclear and misinterpreted order, a British light cavalry brigade charged forward against greatly overwhelming 

odds in the face of entrenched positions and withering artillery fire, uphill.  The bravery in the face of slaughter prompted the French 

Marshal Pierre Bosquet to say "It is magnificent, but it is not war. It is madness."  The Russian commanders are said to have initially 

believed that the British soldiers must have been drunk.  Being covered by the press, it became a source of public controversy. 

 The poem was written by the Baron, Alfred Tennyson, in only a few minutes after reading a telegraphed account of the battle 

in newspaper, forever memorializing the courage of the individual soldiers ordered onward to their death. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Charge_of_the_Light_Brigade.jpg
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  Guest Editorial  
  By Betsy Brinson 

 

 My ñpenò has lain silent for a while but I thought it was time to echo our Presidentôs 
compliments to the Whatcom County Bar Association on being the collegial group it is.  It 
feels good to belong to an association which is both professionally and personally suppor-
tive.  If you have not been to a Bar Meeting in a while, I strongly encourage you to come 
and check it out.  I think youôll like what you find.  If youôre a member, your lunch is already 
paid for, and if youôre not, then the price of admission/lunch is $15. 

1
  I also want to con-

gratulate our Bar Association on the quality of the monthly newsletter that is put out, with 
specific recognition to Rajeev Majumdar for his efforts and commitment to making it hap-
pen, month in and month out.  Itôs no small job and we are lucky to have someone who is 
dedicated to seeing that we have this communication tool available to us all. 

2
   I look for-

ward to reading our local newsletter more than the State Bar News, even though ours 
lacks the always titillating disciplinary notices which I know we all read with morbid interest, 
rather like one reads the obituary section of the newspaper, to make sure oneôs name isnôt 
printed there. 
 
 I specifically found the February Bar Journal of interest.  I thought President Garrettôs 
column worthy of being the topic of a law school lecture or certainly a part of the required 
orientation class that the Bar provides for each new admittee.  When I look at my own 
practice, there are pivotal moments, generally based on an act or an interaction with a col-
league, that forged me, and who I am, as an attorney.  Sometimes it was being forged by 
fire and anvil, but sometimes the forging was of a much more subtle, less dramatic, but no 
less meaningful, molding.  What I do know is that a key to practicing law, good law, one our 
clients often donôt understand, is that being a good advocate does not mean having to take 
the conflict in a case personally, and in fact, you are often a better, more objective, advo-
cate if you donôt become personally involved in the conflict. How many times have you had 
a client ask, ñHow can you lawyers stand out in the hall joking with one another and then 
walk into the courtroom and do what you do?!ò?  Itôs also true that a good personal rela-
tionship with opposing counsel can often help resolve a case in a way that more resembles 
win/win than win/lose. 
 
 Iôm enjoying Annaôs Corner/monthly joke.  The ability to laugh at oneself is  valuable 
and a bit of levity is always a good thing.  The Poetry Corner is again a divergence from 
the daily diet of ñlegaleseò and Looking Back 20-Years is bitter-sweet, but mostly a stark 
reminder that I am getting older faster than Iôd like to or willingly recognize.  I really enjoyed 
Junga Subedarôs tale of her travels in Peru.  It sounded like a fabulous trip, one I doubt I 
will have the opportunity to make, so I truly enjoyed being able to travel vicariously through 
her writing, as I did with Alex Ransomôs earlier tale of his trip to Rio.  I read with interest 
Bryan Pageôs civil procedure commentary.  Heôs so very right that sometimes the things 

(Continued on page 7) 
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you donôt know about a court, or worse, assume you do know, are the things that get you 
into the most trouble.  I will never forget my first district court trial.  I clerked in Federal 
Court and in the Court I clerked in there was a clear rule that the party with the burden of 
proof sat at the table closest to the jury and I assumed that was ñthe ruleò in all courtrooms.  
Imagine my surprise when I entered a district courtroom as a newly minted deputy prose-
cutor only to find that the defense attorney had set up shop at the table closest to the jury.  
I then proceeded to make a fool out of myself by patiently explaining that he was sitting at 
ñmyò table; it was one of those ñforgingò moments.  Having said the above though, I really 
must take exception to Rajeevôs small town country lawyerôs ramblings on womenôs high 
heels. 
 
 Rajeevôs clearly displaying an ignorance shared by most males, of the fact that for 
those of us who are vertically challenged, high heels are a necessary part of the female at-
torneyôs uniform.  Flash back to my first appearance in the Second District Court of Ap-
peals in Tacoma.  I appeared sweaty palmed, stressed from driving with one eye on my 
watch (in those days cars didnôt have in-dash clocks, or at least mine didnôt) and one eye 
on traffic, because even I, who am perpetually tardy, recognize the folly of being late to the 
Court of Appeals.  Arriving early, a highly unusual occurrence for me, I spent the first few 
minutes simply looking around in awe at the grandeur of the appointments and assimilating 
the intimidation factor of three judges peering down from a looming bench.  After our case 
was called, I listened with rapt attention to opposing counselôs argument, with an ever sink-
ing feeling that what I had confidently started the day off thinking was a cohesive, logical, 
winning argument was going to be laughed at; then it was my turn at the podium.  I walked 
with quaking knees forward, only to be dismayed by the realization that the courtroom had 
obviously been designed and appointed by some tall person, need I say, probably male?  
The podium struck me somewhere between my collar bone and my chin.  Had I not had on 
heels, high ones, I would have been lucky for my nose to stick over the podium.  Do you 
have any idea how hard it is to deliver a legal argument sounding confident and convincing 
when you feel, and probably look, like a kindergartener in an adultôs world?  So, no Raj, 
high heels are a very necessary element of the vertically challenged female attorneyôs at-
tire.  You will never, ever, catch me in court in hiking boots, unless, of course, they are the 
variety that has two or more inch platform soles.   Hmm, maybe I should talk to REI. 
 
~Betsy Brinson 
 
 
 

 

Endnotes 

1.  You need cash or a check because the Bar doesnôt have the ability at this time to process plastic. 

2.  And, a ñtip of the hatò to Alex Ransom for his past service as co-editor. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Office Space Available ï  Bellingham Towers -  Nancy at 647-1916, ext. 112; Or email 

nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   119 N. Commercial Street ï downtown!  Conference Room avail-

able for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants ï access 

24h! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

The Best Location for attorney, Office for lease: Across the street from the Court House. 

1500sf. $1.30 p/sf + NNN(W/S, INS, PROPERTY TAX.  3 OFFICES,+ 3 OPEN DIV. OFFICES STOR-

AGE RM  W/SHELVES, COUNTER TOP W/SINK + CABINET.   CENTRAL HEATING/AIRCON, 

skylight , private parking space available, 5 years no increase rent base. 

 Address : 217 prospect St. Bellingham, Right next to Bail -Bond Company. 

Please contact us 360-734-8127, Attention: Jung or Erin at Attorney Matthew W. Peach's law office. 

Two offices for rent in high visibility executive suites office building: next to the post office on Pros-

pect Street and across the street from the courthouse and jail.  Tenant will have shared use of two con-

ference rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet clients.  These offices have their own individual 

thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free park-

ing for clients.  Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq feet for $550 per 

month.  The other office is 208 sq feet for $775 per month.  The monthly rental amount includes heat, 

electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access. Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR JOURNAL  PAGE 9 MARCH 2012 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 


