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THANKS  
 

Not with a bang but a whimper.   My first official recognition as the new 

President of our bar association came as a none-too-gentle reminder from our 

newsletter editor, Rajeev, to get this article written and submitted in plenty of 

time for its inclusion in the newsletter.   And as you can see, I complied. 

 

The term may be getting off to a modest start, but nonetheless I have great ex-

pectations for the association and the year.  2012 will see several events that 

will have a substantial impact on Whatcom County attorneys:  the retirement 

of Judge Mura and the election of a new judge; continuing foment over economic inequalities; con-

tinuing consequences of a very serious recession; continuing shrinkage, from the federal govern-

ment, of funding for even very basic, often constitutionally mandated, services.  And continuing ef-

forts to establish a fourth judge in Superior Court, a development that‘s long overdue and would 

help hugely with the crowded Superior Court docket. 

 

But before we get too far into the prospects for 2012, I want to say thanks.  For electing me as your 

association‘s president.  For coming to monthly WCBA meetings.  For all the work that gets done 

for this bar association through our many committees and special projects. 

 

And that Thanks leads directly to the others: Thanks for making this bar association collegial and 

supportive, and active in our community.  Thanks for opting to take  CLE courses here in Whatcom 

County, through our bar association, leaving local funds in Whatcom County and helping fund Law 

Advocates in the process.   Thanks to the many lawyers who have shared their knowledge and time 

in association sponsored CLE events.  Thanks for supporting Law Advocates in many different 

ways, building an alliance and keeping it strong.  Thanks for our efforts, and those of Law Advo-

cates, toward access to the courts for all residents of Whatcom County.  

 

Thanks to excellent leadership over the last years, and clear commitment from bar association mem-

bership over that time, I am privileged to preside over a bar association we can all be proud of.  And 

we should be proud:  our bar has the highest per capita rate in the state for lawyers doing pro bono 

work; we have strong participation in the various committees of our local association; we‘re active 

and involved in our community.  We promote collegiality in our local bar, and good working rela-

tionships with our local judges and court officials.  In short, we‘re a good group. 

 

It hasn‘t always been this way.   There have been times when the cynical perspective, and a nega-

tive, backbiting tone predominated in bar association events, times when the bar association was 

more of a barrier than a help to young lawyers struggling to establish themselves in Whatcom 

(Continued on page 3) 

The President’s Column 
  By Deborra Garrett 

  WCBA President 2012 
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County.  Thanks to good leadership and good spirited, cooperative efforts by many members over 

the past ten years or so, our bar association has become a positive and inclusive organization that 

plays an active role in our community.  We‘re not perfect, of course; there‘s lots of room for im-

provement.  But in a time when bar associations are disappearing in many of Washington‘s smaller 

counties, we‘re flourishing.  We‘re running a popular CLE program, thanks to the organizational tal-

ents of the Law Advocates staff and the significant local talent that‘s produced volunteer CLE teach-

ers in a wide range of subject area.   We‘re active in the community through our education commit-

tee; our Law Day activities; and the several programs that put lawyers out in the community talking 

to people about our court system.  We‘ve developed a broad membership and a revenue base that 

supports our association‘s work and permits us to contribute in a meaningful way to several impor-

tant community organizations each year.  Our meetings and our various projects create opportunities 

for lawyers to meet each other and work together on a variety of tasks. 

 

All in all, we‘ve got a lot to be proud of in our association.   So once again, thanks.  It‘s going to be 

a good year. 

 

Deborra Garrett 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Nook: Law Library News  by Virginia Tucker 

 

 Big Thank-you to Departing Law Library Trustee, Jim Haigh 

 

 And…Seeking New Member for Library’s Board of Trustees 
 

 The Law Library‘s Board of Trustees says farewell to Board member Jim Haigh as he leaves Whatcom 

County for the sunshine of Florida. As a member of the Board Jim led the way on the attorney badges program for 

after-hours access, helped with the acquisition of a scanner, and was the law library‘s regular spokesperson at the 

monthly bar association meetings. Thank you, Jim! 

 

 The Board of Trustees is seeking a new member to fill the vacancy left by Jim‘s departure. Other members 

of the Board are Bill Knudsen, Michael Kleps, Judge Charles Snyder, and two ex officio members, Dave McEach-

ran and Pete Kremen. In accordance with RCW 27.24.020(2), ―members of the county bar association shall choose 

three members of the county to be trustees.‖ This is a great opportunity to be involved in the workings of the law 

library. The Board meets two or three times a year and exchanges emails as needed. If you are interested, please 

contact Deborra Garrett, anyone on the current Law Library Board, or Virginia Tucker. If you have general ques-

tions about what‘s involved, please contact Virginia at the Law Library: 676-6556 or vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us 

 Thanks! 
 

 

 ―The library connects us with the insight and knowledge, painfully extracted from Nature, of the greatest 

minds that ever were, with the best teachers, drawn from the entire planet and from all our history, to 

instruct us without tiring, and to inspire us to make our own contribution to the collective knowledge of 

the human species.  I think the health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the underpin-

nings of our culture and our concern for the future can all be tested by how well we support our librar-

ies.‖ —Carl Sagan 

mailto:vtucker@co.whatcom.wa.us
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Anna’s Corner— The finest lawyer joke of the month forwarded by Anna E. Webb 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

 “The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Family Law 

Attorney’s Soul” 
1 

 Subtitle:  Winter Lull. 

   

 One of the advantages of working for one‘s self, as opposed to 

being a salaryman, is the giddy sense of freedom that comes from hav-

ing discretion over how you spend your work day, or if you work at all 

that day.  One of the huge disadvantages is, however, the sense of im-

pending doom lurking right around the corner that results from the lack 

of any regular guaranteed form of paycheck.  I imagine this is especially 

acute in young attorneys with loads of student debt, working in rural 

client-poor environments, with no nest egg built up over a lifetime– all 

good reasons, not to hurl oneself into the cutthroat  world of working 

for oneself.  That being said, I do not think I could very easily go back 

to working for a salary as I had most of my life prior to moving to 

Whatcom County.  They would have to bring dump-trucks full of cash 

to entice me out of my self-autonomy. 

 

 So all that leaves for the small-time attorney is to deal with is that sense of impending doom I men-

tioned above!  For someone whose Family Law practice wildly fluctuates between about 30-70% of his 

billing time, this can present a special problem.  Family Law often has a closer relationship to the economy 

than other practices, as families are the most common form of corporation we have in our society.  Also, 

very often, one shareholder in the family has very little access to the cash reserves, if any, and the family is 

often undercapitalized and doesn‘t have the assets to make an equitable or an economically survivable divi-

sion. 

 

 The under-capitalization issue is especially observable on an annual basis.  Black Friday, the day 

after Thanksgiving, is also the start of the Family Law sabbatical season.  The season lasts from Black Fri-

day to April 15th, the Federal deadline for filing non-corporate tax returns (or requesting an extension, if 

you are one of those types who does such things).  Between these two dates, people have a tendency to 

spend any cash reserves they had like mad, and then coast, hoping for that juicy tax return.   People also 

have a revulsion to initiating dissolutions over the holiday season.   

 

 Every year prior, I have met this season of decreased profits with some level of anxiety.  My first 

two winter sabbatical seasons were spent  in frenzied panic.  My third was not looked forward to, and so I 

escaped to Bangladesh instead.  But this year it is all different!  No, I am so relieved for the sabbatical sea-

son. 

 

 I am completely embracing the Winter lull, and now that December has allowed me to wrap up 

(Continued on page 6) 

http://whatcombar.org/docs/nl201102.pdf
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some of my pricklier outstanding cases (hooray for Christmas reconciliations!), I cannot wait to  

kick my legs up on my desk and take a nap, or perhaps even spend my time being productive in other ways.  

In fact, this year I find myself not looking forward to Tax Day at all.  Tax Day, is the opening day of full 

Family Law hunting season, and I have greeted it each year with much delight, taking in retainers, and feast-

ing on the tears of broken famili… (forget that you read that last part!)  This year, however, I find myself 

in a strange position of having finally burnt out one necessary component of the Family Law practice. 

 

 Everyone operates their practice and approach differently, but my technique of Family Law requires a 

great deal of transference and counter-transference between client and attorney, as well as for me to generate 

some level of semi-unconditional positive regard.  In layman‘s terms, I need to have some kind of empathy 

for my clients; if I don‘t, they can sense it and I can sense it.  People are very good about detecting a lack of 

genuineness, and a lack of genuine empathy, or worse the presence of contempt, sabotages one‘s ability to get 

the client through the process and to a better position than when they first walked into your office.  Family 

Law, like many things in life, is not 100% results oriented, but instead the process by which one gets to those 

results is very important for the client‘s well-being, and in 

my opinion, the attorney‘s as well. 

 

 I think I have thrown myself into money-grubbing 

civil litigation, where there is nothing on the line except 

quantities of meaningless currency, so completely the last 

three months, that I have managed to beat out almost every 

bit of human nature from my heart until it has become a 

Scrooge-like cold pit of a stone.  Which is fantastic for gen-

eral civil litigation and making money!  Unfortunately, it is 

less useful for feeling comfortable about one‘s work 

(probably due to lingering traces of humanity!)  So, I have 

decided, I must somehow re-ignite my interest in human be-

ings.  Actually, it came after a certain paralegal accused me 

of becoming ―Mean, like you‘re turning into an attorney!‖  

That‘s not good… I was planning on having a long career 

before my soul got completely devoured by attorneys and 

money-changers.  

 

 My life, both professional and personal, is always taking interesting and unexpected turns; the key to 

turning these turns away from being ―impending senses of doom,‖ is to view every switch-back as an oppor-

tunity.  What better way to clear my head and examine my cold metal heart, than this Family Law Sabbatical 

season.  I am quite eager for the break and the time for introspection that it will bring.  Yes, it is time to sit 

down for tea and see if I can re-charge my soul and coax that cold-hard rock back into a caring human heart.  

Fortunately, I imagine this process involves going for fantastic mini-vacations, great food, drinking with 

friends and reading good books while curled-up under a heating blanket.  I cannot think of any better way to 

re-fresh myself for the New Year! 

 

 So cheers to all the Family Law attorneys out there, and make sure you make the most of the lull.  

     ~RDM 

Endnotes 

1– Apologies to Douglas Adams. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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What We Looked Like 20 Years Ago…  Part 1   (more to follow each month) 

Courtesy of the archives of past Bar President, David Nelson. 
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Civil Procedure Corner:  
Objection to the Form of Deposition Questions  

By Bryan L. Page * 

 
Defending depositions can be just as hard as actually taking the 

deposition.  Knowing which objections are proper and which objections 

are improper is critical to defending a deposition well. 

 

The civil rules provide that ―[o]nly objections which are not reserved 

for time of trial by these rules or which are based on privileges or raised to 

questions seeking information beyond the scope of discovery may be 

made during the course of the deposition.‖  1  Generally, objections related to admissibility of testi-

mony are improper in a deposition.  Objections based on admissibility are reserved for trial.  2  There-

fore, they need not be made in a deposition.  However, objections as to the form of a question are not 

reserved for trial. Objections to the form of a question in a deposition ―are waived unless seasonable 

objection there is made at the taking of the deposition.‖  3 

 

But how do you raise an objection to the form of a question?  I have seen two methods.  Often 

times when an attorney objects to the form of a question, that attorney simply says ―objection as to 

form‖ and nothing more.  The other way to object to form is to concisely state why the form of the 

question is defective, such as stating ―objection, asked and answered,‖ or whatever the objection is. 

 

There is limited authority in Washington on which method is proper.  An old Washington Su-

preme Court decision, from before the civil rules were adopted, has stated if ―a party deems a ques-

tion objectionable by reason of its form, that objection must be noted at the time so that the attention 

of opposing counsel be called to the matter and an opportunity afforded him to revise the form of his 

question, if he deems the objection well taken.‖  4  Additionally, the Rules of Evidence require a law-

yer making an objection to state the ―specific ground of objection, if the specific ground was not ap-

parent from the context.‖  5  Washington courts hold an evidentiary objection is waived if the specific 

evidentiary objection is not made at trial.  6  This seems to suggest that you must state more than sim-

ply ―objection as to form,‖ but must also include why the form is improper.  If you do not state why 

the form is objectionable, you do not give opposing counsel an opportunity to assess the validity of 

the objection or an opportunity to correct the question.  In this regard, ―objection as to form‖ amounts 

to little more that rising during a trial and simply stating ―objection‖ without stating your grounds for 

the objections.  The grounds for why the form is objectionable should be identified to put the oppos-

ing party on notice as to why you think the form is improper. 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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On the other hand, caution needs to be given to avoid speaking objections, which are generally 

prohibited.  On this point, the civil rules provide ―[a]ll objections shall be concise and must not sug-

gest or coach answers from the deponent.  Argumentative interruptions by counsel shall not be permit-

ted.‖  7  Thus, a fine line needs to be walked between stating the grounds for an objection to the form 

of a question while at the same time keeping the objection concise and avoiding a speaking objection 

that might coach the witness or be argumentative. 

 

For newer attorneys, those who do not defend depositions, or those who need a refresher, it is of-

ten helpful to review a list of form objections.  Sometimes I even find it helpful to take a short list of 

form objections with me into a deposition.  Here is a non-exhaustive list of some common form ob-

jections: 

 Calls for a legal opinion or conclusion 

 Calls for expert opinion 

 Vague, ambiguous, or unintelligible 

 Calls for speculation 

 Calls for narrative 

 Compound 

 Mischaracterizes prior testimony 

 Asked and answered 

 Argumentative 

 Incomplete hypothetical 

Knowing how to make proper objections when defending a deposition may serve you well down 

the road if that deposition testimony is used at trial. 

 
 * Bryan Page is an associate at Zender Thurston, P.S. and practices civil trial and appellate litiga-

tion in state and federal courts, with an emphasis on business, commercial, and real estate disputes.  

He can be reached at (360) 647-1500 or bpage@zenderthurston.com. 
 

Endnotes 
1.  CR 30(h)(2). 

2.  CR 32(b). 

3.  CR 32(d)(3)(B). 

4.  Rosenkranz v. Yakima Valley Bank & Trust Co., 149 Wn. 409, 412, 271 P. 85 (1928). 

5.  ER 103(a)(1). 

6.  State v. Hilton, 164 Wn. App. 81, 100, 261 P.3d 683 (2011) (―‗A party may only assign error in the appellate court on the specific ground of  

the evidentiary objection made at trial.‖‘ (quoting State v. Guloy, 104 Wn.2d 412, 422, 705 P.2d 1182 (1985)). 

7.  CR 30(h)(2). 

(Continued from page 8) 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  Nancy at 647-1916, ext. 112; Or email 

nancy@hollanderinvestments.com   119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Conference Room avail-

able for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.  New Cardio Room & Shower available for Tenants – access 

24h! 

Adoption Services Provider 
Pre & Post Placement Reports, international & domestic adoptions, step-parent & grand parent 

adoptions.  JoAnn Vesper, MSW, LICSW.  25+ years experience; Court approved/Lic.#00005239; 360-

714-9189; joann.vesper@gmail.com 

The Best Location for attorney, Office for lease: Across the street from the Court House. 

1500sf. $1.30 p/sf + NNN(W/S, INS, PROPERTY TAX.  3 OFFICES,+ 3 OPEN DIV. OFFICES STOR-

AGE RM  W/SHELVES, COUNTER TOP W/SINK + CABINET.   CENTRAL HEATING/AIRCON, 

skylight , private parking space available, 5 years no increase rent base. 

 Address : 217 prospect St. Bellingham, Right next to Bail -Bond Company. 

Please contact us 360-734-8127, Attention: Jung or Erin at Attorney Matthew W. Peach's law office. 

Two offices for rent in high visibility executive suites office building: next to the post office on Pros-

pect Street and across the street from the courthouse and jail.  Tenant will have shared use of two con-

ference rooms, receptionist to answer phone and greet clients.  These offices have their own individual 

thermostats to control heat and air conditioning.  Signage is available for business name and free park-

ing for clients.  Permitted parking is available for tenant.  One office is 152 sq feet for $550 per 

month.  The other office is 208 sq feet for $775 per month.  The monthly rental amount includes heat, 

electricity, water, sewer, garbage, and internet access. Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 
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(Disclaimer: Joke Value only) 

Simplified 
LIVING WILL FORM 

 I, _________________________, being of sound mind and body, do not wish to be kept alive indefi-

nitely by artificial means. 
  
Under no circumstances should my fate be put in the hands of lawyers/doctors/hospitals interested in 
simply running up the bills. 
  
If a reasonable amount of time passes, and I fail to ask for at least one of the following (initial appropri-
ate choices): 
  
A Beer ______   a Margarita ____    a Mike's ______   a Bloody Mary ______   a Jack and Coke 
_______ a Glass of Wine ______   a Steak ______    Fried Chicken ______    The remote control 
______   a Bowl of ice cream   ______   The sports page______    Sex ______     or Choco-
late______, 
   
it should be presumed that I won't ever get any better. 
  
When such a determination is reached, I hereby instruct my appointed person and attending physi-
cians to pull the plug, reel in the tubes, and call it a day. 
  
At this point, it is time to call the New Orleans Jazz Funeral Band to come do their thing at my funeral, 
and ask all of my friends to raise their glasses to toast the good times we have had. 
  
Signature: ______________________________ Date: ___________________ 
  
  
NOTE: I also hear that in Ireland they have a Nursing Home with a Pub.  The patients are happier, and 
they have a lot more visitors.  Some of them don't even need embalming when their time comes.  If 
anyone knows the name of this happy place, PLEASE pass it on!  

Time Magazine Editions Across the World…  interesting… 
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STOP THE CYCLE OF CRIMINALITY! 
 

Whatcom County Therapeutic Court currently has current openings for those defendants involved 
with open cases in Whatcom County. 
 
Our adult drug court program is a year-long (minimum) program designed to arrest addict addic-
tion and return an individual to gainful employment by addressing life skill issues.    A defendant 
must have a current Whatcom County felony and be eligible. 
 
As we all know, without the skills to stay off drugs and the accountability to make lasting 
changes, the revolving door continues to impact our community. 
 
For eligibility criteria and an entry protocol email Coordinator Leigh Wirth at 
lwirth@co.whatcom.wa.us. 

mailto:lwirth@co.whatcom.wa.us
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Poetry Corner:  
As selected by Rajeev! 

 

 In honor of the New Year and overcoming obstacles with newly made resolutions, I chose Jabber-

wocky, which has sparked countless reverberations in art and music.  Jabberwocky was published in its fi-

nal familiar form in 1872 by Lewis Carol in his seminal ―Through the Looking-Glass…‖  Carol was 40 at 

this age, but interestingly enough, he started this poem 17 years earlier as a parody of Anglo-Saxon poetry 

which was popular at the time.  Many of the ―nonsense‖ words made up by Carol, such as ―chortled," 

―galumphing" and the title of the poem itself have entered the English language as permanent residents in 

our dictionary‘s lexicons. 

  

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves  

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

And the mome raths outgrabe. 

 

"Beware the Jabberwock, my son  

The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 

Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun  

The frumious Bandersnatch!" 

 

He took his vorpal sword in hand;  

Long time the manxome foe he sought— 

So rested he by the Tumtum tree,  

And stood awhile in thought. 

 

And, as in uffish thought he stood,  

The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 

Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,  

And burbled as it came! 

 

One, two! One, two! And through and through  

The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! 

He left it dead, and with its head  

He went galumphing back. 

 

"And hast thou slain the Jabberwock?  

Come to my arms, my beamish boy! 

O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!"  

He chortled in his joy. 

 

'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves  

Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; 

All mimsy were the borogoves, 

And the mome raths outgrabe. 
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What They Don‘t Teach Law 

Students: Lawyering 

 BY DAVID SEGAL 

 Published: November 19, 2011, in The New York Times 

 

PHILADELPHIA — The lesson today — the ins and outs of closing a deal — seems lifted 

from Corporate Lawyering 101.― 

How do you get a merger done?‖ asks Scott B. Connolly, an attorney. 

There is silence from three well-dressed people in their early 20s, sitting at a conference ta-

ble in a downtown building here last month. 

―What steps would you need to take to accomplish a merger?‖ Mr. Connolly prods. 

After a pause, a participant gives it a shot: ―You buy all the stock of one company. Is that 

what you need?‖ 

―That‘s a stock acquisition,‖ Mr. Connolly says. ―The question is, when you close a 

merger, how does that deal get done?‖ 

The answer — draft a certificate of merger and file it with the secretary of state — is part 

of a crash course in legal training. But the three people taking notes are not students. They 

are associates at a law firm called Drinker Biddle & Reath, hired to handle corporate trans-

actions. And they have each spent three years and as much as $150,000 for a legal degree. 

What they did not get, for all that time and money, was much practical training. Law 

schools have long emphasized the theoretical over the useful, with classes that are often 

overstuffed with antiquated distinctions, like the variety of property law in post-feudal 

(Continued on page 20) 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/s/david_segal/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/20/business/after-law-school-associates-learn-to-be-lawyers.html?_r=1&emc=eta1
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England.  Professors are rewarded for chin-stroking scholarship, like law review arti-

cles with titles like ―A Future Foretold: Neo-Aristotelian Praise of Postmodern Legal 

Theory.‖ 

So, for decades, clients have essentially underwritten the training of new lawyers, pay-

ing as much as $300 an hour for the time of associates learning on the job. But the 

downturn in the economy, and long-running efforts to rethink legal fees, have 

prompted more and more of those clients to send a simple message to law firms: Teach 

new hires on your own dime. 

―The fundamental issue is that law schools are producing people who are not capable 

of being counselors,‖ says Jeffrey W. Carr, the general counsel of FMC Technologies, a 

Houston company that makes oil drilling equipment. ―They are lawyers in the sense 

that they have law degrees, but they aren‘t ready to be a provider of services.‖ 

Last year, a survey by American Lawyer found that 47 percent of law firms had a client 

say, in effect, ―We don‘t want to see the names of first- or second-year associates on 

our bills.‖ Other clients are demanding that law firms charge flat fees. 

This has helped to hasten a historic decline in hiring. The legal services market has 

shrunk for three consecutive years, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Alto-

gether, the top 250 firms — which hired 27 percent of graduates from the top 50 law 

schools last year — have lost nearly 10,000 jobs since 2008, according to an April sur-

vey by The National Law Journal. 

Law schools know all about the tough conditions that await graduates, and many have 

added or expanded programs that provide practical training through legal clinics. But 

almost all the cachet in legal academia goes to professors who produce law review arti-

cles, which gobbles up huge amounts of time and tuition money. The essential how-tos 

of daily practice are a subject that many in the faculty know nothing about — by de-

sign. One 2010 study of hiring at top-tier law schools since 2000 found that the median 

amount of practical experience was one year, and that nearly half of faculty members 

had never practiced law for a single day. If medical schools took the same approach, 

they‘d be filled with professors who had never set foot in a hospital. 

But sticking to the old syllabus has had little downside. The clients of law firms may be 

scaling back, but the clients of law schools — namely, students — are spending freely. 

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 

http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/law_librarian_blog/2010/12/amlaws-law-firm-leaders-survey-finds-recession-prompted-changes.html
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1646983
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Or rather, borrowing heavily. It is hard to imagine a 21-year-old without a steady in-

come securing a private or federally guaranteed loan to buy a $150,000 house, but 

sums like that are still readily available for just about anyone who wants a doctor of ju-

risprudence degree. And while word of grievous job prospects is finally reaching un-

dergraduates — there was an a 11.5 percent drop in applications this year — there were 

no empty seats in any of the 200 law schools in the country. 

―I gather change is afoot at some law schools,‖ Mr. Connolly says, ―but it‘s going to be 

very slow.‖ 

So at Drinker Biddle, first-year associates spend four months getting a primer on cor-

porate law. During this time, they work at a reduced salary and they are neither ex-

pected nor allowed to bill a client. It‘s good marketing for the firm and a novel experi-

ence for the trainees. 

―What they taught us at this law firm is how to be a lawyer,‖ says Dennis P. O‘Reilly, 

who went through the program last year, and attended the George Washington Univer-

sity School of Law. ―What they taught us at law school is how to graduate from law 

school.‖   … (CONTINUED at The New York Times) 

(Continued from page 20) 

http://topics.nytimes.com/your-money/loans/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/law_school_apps_drop_11.5_percent_a_10-year_low/?utm_source=maestro&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/20/business/after-law-school-associates-learn-to-be-lawyers.html?_r=1&emc=eta1
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Non-Real Estate Attorney? 

Solo Practitioner? 

Need Real Estate Documents For a  

Sophisticated Commercial Transaction? 

 
Use one of 

John’s Forms 

   Purchase & Sale Agreements             Office & Retail Leases 
   “Green Building” Leases             Financing Documents 
   Nonjudicial Foreclosure Package          Condominium Package 

   And More! 

www.johnsforms.com 
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Bratlien Law Firm 
 

DUIs, Felony, Misdemeanor, Traffic, 

Vacate/Seal Records,  

& 

Restore Firearms Rights 
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Whatcom County Bar Association—The Minutes 

November 2, 2011 

 

I.  Call to Order:   
 President Douglas Robertson called the meeting to order at 12:2 p.m. 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Douglas Robertson recognized the following judicial members present:   
 
Judge Matt Erich, Judge David Grant, Commissioner Henley, Commissioner Simmers, Commissioner 
Smiley and Commissioner Verge 
   
The following new members/guests were introduced:  Chase van Gorder,   
 

III. Approval of November 2011 Minutes: 
 The November 2011 minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Law Advocates Report: 

Prizes were awarded to:   Steve Adelstein - gift card to the Bagelry. 
No announcement other announcements as both Jim Britain and Terra were not in attendance.   
 

V.  Committee Reports and Announcements: 
Treasurer‘s Report:  WCBA Treasurer Erin Glass presented the December, 2011 Treasurer‘s Reports.  As 

of this date there were 174 members, $ 4,392.05 in deposits for the month, and an ending balance of $ 
33,758.88. 

 
Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter: No news.  

 
Law library: no announcement.  

 
Announcements:   The WSBA Board of Governors was scheduled to be in Bellingham Thursday and Friday 

(December 8th and 9th).   They will be accosted with our requests for a fourth WCSCrt. Judge.   
      The Whatcom County Council showed some resistance to a fourth WCSCrt Judge at its recent meeting.  
       WADA will be presenting a CLE in Olympia. 
       The Community Education Committee was scheduled to host a panel discussion regarding court fund-
ing on Monday the 12th. 
        CLE pitchman Buri waived the flag for ideas and support. 
        Mock trial competition will be back in February.  All are encouraged to sign-up to help as a rater. 
       Brett and others are putting on a holiday gathering the 23rd at their new Fairhaven digs. 
 Whatcom Young Lawyers are putting on a holiday gathering at the Hearth Fire Restaurant.  Older 
lawyers are encouraged to attend.  Someone needs to buy the drinks. 
WWU is seeking attorneys interested in pre-qualifying to do work-place representations. 

       
 

VI. Business: 
 

Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what‘s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won‘t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46‖H x 3.86‖W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00‖H x 3.86‖ W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We‘ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 

332-7000 . 


