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Presidents Column 
   By Katti Esp 

   WCBA President 2009 

Welcome Back! 

 

As summer comes to a close, I feel refreshed 

from vacation and I'm looking forward to the 

remaining four months of the year.  During the summer hiatus of the Whatcom 

County Bar Association lunch meetings, some issues have arisen.  The Whatcom 

County Superior Court Clerk has implemented new court rules regarding guard-

ian ad litems, and the Whatcom County Law Library has decided to no longer 

allow attorneys to use the Whatcom County Law Library after 5:00 p.m. or on 

weekends. 

 

Although the Whatcom County Bar Association has not undertaken any official 

action on either of these items, both actions have groups in opposition to the 

changes, and both items will be on the agenda for the September 2, 2009 WCBA 

lunch meeting.  If you have any interest in joining the groups in opposition to the 

changes to the guardian ad litem rules or the lack of access to the Whatcom 

County Law Library after 5:00 p.m. and weekends, then I encourage you to at-

tend the September Bar lunch meeting. 

 

Another item of interest is the rotation of court commissioners.  I understand 

there are a number of attorneys who are not at all pleased with the rotation start-

ing in January, but at this time I am not aware of anyone creating a group to op-

pose the most recent rotation.  This might be issue for the formation of a group 

to see if the issues between the bench and attorneys can be resolved in a manner 

that works for all parties. 

 

The WCBA officers will be meeting with Judge Snyder and N.F. Jackson to dis-

cuss the budgetary constraints felt by the county judiciary and the resulting im-
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A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS               

By Scott Railton, 1305—11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 

July-Sept 2009 

The Department of Homeland Security’s Five Priorities.  

Recently, Secretary Janet Napolitano listed her top five priori-

ties for the Department of Homeland Security, going forward, 

in a DHS leadership blog.  This list is somewhat revealing as 

to the Administration’s border policy, considering it is heavy 

on the language of enforcement, and light on the language of 

immigrant rights and commerce.  Expect to see more agents in 

Whatcom County.  Ms. Napolitano’s five priorities are: 

Guard against terrorism, as the founding principle of the 

Department.  To this end, she says Americans should be in a 

constant state of readiness, but not fear.  She also mentions 

partnerships with international allies to combat terrorism 

through information sharing. 

Secure our borders, including the Southern border, the 

Northern border, and air and seaports.   

Enforce our immigration laws.  She wants to ―crack down‖ 

on those who violate our nation’s laws, including apprehend-

ing criminal aliens and prosecuting employers who knowingly 

employ illegal workers. 

Improve our readiness for, response to and recovery from 

disasters, such as tornadoes, floods, and pandemic outbreaks. 

Unify the Department so that we can even more effectively 

carry out our mission.  The agency intends to centralize its 

operations and apply budget cutting principles.  Ms. Napoli-

tano wrote that the agency presents a massive administrative 

challenge, with a workforce of 22 agencies and 225,000-total 

employees. 

In other comments to the press, as well as in action, it 

seems the Department is not particularly distinguishing the 

Northern border from the Southern border. The Canadian 

press is quite savvy to this enforcement tilt already, as there 

have been many articles in the Canadian press of late concern-

ing ―Fortress America‖ and the what is viewed as a militariza-

tion of our border.  

For instance, according to the Ottawa Citizen and con-

firmed by U.S. Citizenship and Border Protection, DHS is 

planning on dispatching 700 more agents to patrol the North-

ern border, representing a 45% increase in the current number 

of agents, which is already three fold more than before 9/11. 

Secretary Napolitano recently was also quoted recently as call-

ing the Canadian border a point of egress for the 9/11 terror-

ists, which in fact is incorrect and was rapidly corrected, but it 

suggests the leadership’s mental state regarding northern bor-

der policy. 

 

Attorney General Vacates Midnight Decision of Bush Ad-

ministration.  During the last few months of the Bush Ad-

ministration, the Attorney General issued a few significant and 

unprecedented decisions, overturning years of Board of Immi-

gration Appeals administrative case law, and in doing so, in-

viting much protest.  Perhaps the most criticized case where 

this was done was Matter of Compean, (http://www.usdoj.gov/

eoir/vll/ intdec/vol24/3632.pdf), concerning the right to com-

petent representation in immigration proceedings.   

Compean has now been overturned, months later, by the 

new Attorney General Eric Holder.  The decision to overturn 

was heralded by the New York Times as a ―a move back to-

wards due process,‖ in a 6-14-2009 editorial.  How often does 

the New York Times editorialize about an administrative deci-

sion?  The editorial went on to describe the Compean decision 

as ―noxious.‖ 

 AG Holder vacated the opinion, saying that the question 

of how to handle incompetent counsel questions should be 

addressed through a rule-making process, in which the public 

is allowed to comment.  ―The integrity of immigration pro-

ceedings depends in part on the ability to assert claims of inef-

fective assistance of counsel, and the Department of Justice’s 

rulemaking in this area will be fair, it will be transparent, and 

it will be guided by our commitment to the rule of law,‖ said 

Holder. 

Briefly… 

Enhanced Driver’s License Applications.  Lines are long 

these days for enhanced driver’s licenses—expect a wait of 

two, three or even more hours, unless you arrive well before 

DOL opening.  Also, many are being sent away for having a 

hospital birth certificate rather than a state registered certifi-

cate, or for lack of documentation of a name change.  An en-

hanced license with renewal costs $40. 

Immigration Bench Handbook now available on-line.  The 

Immigration Book Handbook, the reference source for Immi-

gration Judges, is on-line at http://www.usdoj.gov/eoir/vll/

benchbook/index.html.  This is a sometimes great resource to 

review in relation to immigration court cases.   

The U.S. Supreme Court denied certiorari in a case where sev-

eral Texas counties challenged the exercise of DHS’s authority 

in waiving 37 environmental laws in the construction of the 

border fence.  The case is County of El Paso v. Napolitano, 08

-751 (2009).   

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225 
Tel: (360) 671-5945           Fax: (360) 676-5459           www.americanlaw.com 

Bellingham, Washington, USA     Creating TRANSPARENT BORDERS ™          Toronto & Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

http://www.usdoj.gov/eoir/vll/
http://www.usdoj.gov/eoir/vll/
http://www.usdoj.gov/eoir/vll/benchbook/index.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/eoir/vll/benchbook/index.html
http://www.americanlaw.com/
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I.  Call to Order:   
 President Katti Esp called the meeting to order at 12:10 
 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members, Guests, and New Members: 

President Katti Esp recognized the judicial members present and introduced new members and guests.  The following 
new members/guests were introduced:  
Andrew Dunmeyer 
Ali Cooper 
Mike Good 
 

III. Approval of May 2009 Minutes: 
 The May 2009 minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Law Advocates Report: 

Mary Swenson announced that Law Advocates is honoring those attorneys who have participated in Street Law.  Street 
Law baseball caps were being distributed to over 50 attorneys at the meeting.  Congratulations and thank you. 

Mary announced that “Lawyers Take Orders” will be held on October 8, 2009.  Save the date.  Members are encour-
aged to participate in the auction.  Please contact Amy Robinson or Mary if you would like to participate.  

Mary noted that the Tenant Clinic needs help on June 12, 2009. 
Mary urged members to consider making a donation to Law Advocates at this time.  This is a slim year for support 

from the state, due to a shortage of IOLTA funds. 
Mary listed the attorneys who provided free legal services through Law Advocates in May 2009. 
The pro bono prize box goes to Bill Knutson, who won a breakfast at Diamond Jim’s. 

 
V.  Committee Reports and Announcements: 

Treasurer’s Report:  WCBA Treasurer Dennis Williams presented the May 2009 Treasurer’s Report.  As of this date, 
there were 185 members, $3,361.00 in deposits for the month, and an ending balance of $24,108.00.  The treasurer’s 
report was unanimously approved. 

Washington Women Lawyers – Whatcom County Chapter:  No announcements 
Announcements:   

The CLE entitled “Power Litigation” is scheduled for this date at 1:30 p.m.  
Lisa Wochos announced that Simone Prince-Eichner, who gave a dramatic presentation about Clarence Gideon 

at the May 2009 Bar lunch, is seeking financial support for her participation at the national competition in 
June.  If you are interested in helping her, please contact Lisa. 

 
VI. Business: 

Katti Esp provided an update on the Mariner’s baseball game (vs. Toronto) group activity on July 29, 2009.   Katti has 
reserved seats with Amtrak.   The group ticket price is only available until June 10.  If members are interested in attend-
ing, please contact Katti at 715-3100 to make your reservations on or before June 9.   

 
VII. Group Introduction:   

The guest speaker who was scheduled was not able to attend.  In lieu of a speaker, Katti facilitated introductions by each 
WCBA member present, which was followed by an informal dialogue. 

 
VIII. Meeting adjourned:  President Katti Esp adjourned the meeting.   

                   Whatcom County Bar Association 

                    June 3, 2009 Minutes 

 

Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 
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President Cont... 
pact on the practice of law in Whatcom County.  Budgetary constraints are impacting payment for guardian ad 

litems, and staff members not being replaced even though their jobs are vital to the administration of justice in the 

court system.  This includes not hiring pro-tems when the court commissioners are absent for vacation, furlough or 

illness. 

 

I am excited to report that on June 5, 2009, the Whatcom County Bar Association received its tax exempt status ef-

fective May 4, 1983.  Thank you to Kirsten Barron and the Barron Smith Daugert law firm for their work on the tax-

exempt status application for the Whatcom County Bar Association.  The Whatcom County Bar Association has 

filed its tax return for tax year 2007 and is working on completing tax returns for 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2008.  As I 

stated originally, my goal is to have all past due taxes resolved by the end of the year so that future WCBA officers 

only need to worry about taxes for the immediate past year. 

 

Finally, the speaker for September is Washington State Supreme Court Justice Barbara Madsen.  

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT - Summary for September 2009 Meeting 
 
For June. July, August 2009 

Balance at last report $ 24,108.07 

 
Deposits/Credits 

Bar meeting lunches (aside from those paid with 

Dues) $       90.00 
Advertising revenue $       885.00 
Copier revenue $            -- 

CLE Fees Revenue $       1,810.00 
Membership dues received this period $       700.00 
Donations $ - 

Interest Income (May, June, July) $       14.82 
TOTAL DEPOSITS:  $3,499.82 
 
Checks/Expenses: 

Northwood Hall - Bar Lunch $ 550.00 
CLE Expenses $ 1,259.74 

Postage $ 8.97 
Special Events: Swearing In Expenses $ 96.33 

Annual Web-hosting Fees $ 65.47 

Accounting Fees $ 500.00 

Mariner’s Game Deposit Refund $ 53.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES:       $ 2,533.51 

 

 
Donations: 

  High School Mock Trial Teams $ - 

  Law Advocates $ 2,500.00 
  Law Library $ 300.00 
  Teen Court $ 500.00 
TOTAL DONATIONS:   $ 3,300.00 

END OF PERIOD BALANCE   $ 21,774.38 

Advertising Accounts Receivable $    210.00 

PAID WCBA MEMBERS 191 

 includes six newly licensed members (free dues) 
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SUPERIOR COURT/CLERK BUDGET FOR JULY 2009 

 
August 19, 2009, The Court Clerk met with N.F. Jackson regarding July revenue and expenditure results. . 

 

In Summary: The court is approximately $124,000 over budget and this analysis shows where that money has been spent.  It also should 

be an indicator to the rest of us that more changes are coming in the future since the County Executive is expecting the court to be on 

budget, even though the overages are not primarily in areas that the judicial system can control.  
 

GENERAL FUND (does not include Drug Court in MH/CD Fund) 

Revenue Notes: 

Support Enforcement - ($36,000) budgeted too high 

Unbudgeted/unxpected GAL Funding – plus $26,000 

Fee for Service – on track to meet budget, the Court has also instituted increased fees for ex parte and research and courthouse facilita-

tion appointments.  Uncertain as to how much revenue this will generate by year-end. 

Fines & Forfeits – down ($25,000) apart from the $5,800 in bail forfeitures that goes with the Prosecuting Attorneys budget.  We have 

received no bail forfeitures so far this year. 

Criminal Costs – down ($7,000) 

Miscellaneous Revenue – up $7,000 

Total Revenue Variances = ($35,000) Under 

 

Expenditures: 

Wages & Benefits should be okay with possibly a $4,000 lapse in workers comp.  Also there should be $12,000 savings from an em-

ployee on maternity leave and $5,700 from an FTE reduction in Assigned Counsel Office. 

Tools & Equip – will not be buying $3500 of Trial Court Improvement Fund funded PCs 

Total Supplies account – 58.2% spent, discussed stopping spending on supplies to cover other overages. 

Professional Services – pro tem court reporters and security services for Teen Court – projected to be $1,000 over. 

Criminal Conflicts projected to be $44,000 over. 

Dependency Conflicts projected to be $15,000 over 

Civil Contempts, Domestics and Guardianship Conflicts projected to be $20,000 over 

Arbitrators projected to be $3,000 over 

Guardian Ad Litems projected to be $1,000 under 

Dispute Resolution and Supervised Visitation contracts are capped. 

Interpreter Services projected to be $7,000 over. 

Telephone projected to be $2,000 over 

Travel projected to be $2,500 under. 

Advertising projected to be $11,000 over. 

Repairs & Maint projected to be $2,000 under 

Registration & Tuition – $500 over 

Jury Fees - $24,000 over 

JAVS equipment - $1,888 under – Trial Court Improvement funding 

Postage $1,000 over 

Equipment Rental $2,500 under 

Expenditure Overage = $98,800 or about $100,000 

Revenue Under + Expenditures Over = $135,000 

Trial Court Improvement funding available = $35,000 

If we get the second payment on Trial Court Improvement funds this fall there may be another $25,000 available. 

 

Bottom line = $75,000 to $100,000 gap (depending on receipt of second Trial Court payment) 
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Announcements!!! 
 

Langabeer & Tull, P.S., is pleased to announce the addition 

of Christina A. Farnham as an Associate with the firm.  Ms. Farnham 

joins Principals Richard J. Langabeer and Robert M. Tull, who recently 

marked their 33rd anniversary as partners.  Other Associates are Ms. Domi-

nique Y. Zervas who has been with the firm since 2003 and Ms. Dannon C. 

Traxler who joined the firm in 2005. 

  

 Ms. Farnham, a member of the California Bar since 1987, began 

work with Langabeer & Tull, P.S., as a Legal Assistant in 2005. She recently 

passed the bar exam and is now admitted to practice law in Washington State.  Ms. Farnham was a sole 

practitioner in California from 1987 to 2000, before moving to Washington in 2000.  She has also been 

an instructor with the University of Phoenix for 10 years, teaching in both California and Washington. 

   

 Ms. Farnham is pleased she will now have the opportunity to work directly with the firm’s cli-

ents as legal counsel.  Langabeer & Tull, P.S., maintains offices at 709 Dupont Street, Bellingham, and 

handles primarily land use, estate planning and probate, municipal and business matters. 

MEYERS NAMED SUPERLAWYER 
 BELLINGHAM, WA, JUNE 1, 2009: 

 Barry M. Meyers, a Bellingham Certified Elder Law Attorney, has 

been named a 2009 SuperLawyer by Washington Law and Politics magazine. 

Mr. Meyers was also named a SuperLawyer in 2007 and 2008. In order to be 

named a SuperLawyer, the magazine mails more than 17,000 ballots to active 

lawyers in the state, examines the background and experience of candidates, 

evaluates indicators of peer recognition and professional achievement, and 

then reviews and evaluates candidates by a blue ribbon panel from their prac-

tice area. Only five (5) percent of the lawyers in Washington are recognized as 

SuperLawyers. Mr. Meyers is one of ten elder law attorneys named as SuperLawyers in this state. 

 Mr. Meyers has practiced law for twenty-five years. In 2003, he successfully completed the require-

ments including an examination of thirteen subject areas to be certified as an elder law attorney by the National 

Elder Law Foundation (NELF). NELF is the only American Bar Association approved organization in the 

United States that certifies elder law attorneys. In 2008, Mr. Meyers was re-certified as an elder law attorney. 

Mr. Meyers is one of nine certified elder law attorneys in this state. 

 Mr. Meyers elder law practice includes life care planning (with the assistance of  in-house Geriatric 

Care Managers, a social worker and a registered nurse), long-term care planning (Medicaid and Medicare), 

estate planning, trusts (emphasizing special needs trusts for disabled individuals), trust administration, plan-

ning for incapacity/disability, guardianships, probate, and the protection of vulnerable adults from financial 

and physical abuse. He is the Past-President of the Washington Chapter of the National Academy of Elder Law 

Attorneys (NAELA) and received the Chapter’s Outstanding Member Award in 2002. Mr. Meyers is a board 

member of nonprofit groups such as Visiting Nurse Home Care, and Elder Service Providers.  He also serves 

as a Trustee of the Elder Law Section of the Washington State Bar Association. 
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Changes in Latitudes . . .Changes in Attitudes   

I think Little League is wonderful. It keeps the kids out of the 

house.  - Yogi Berra  

 

Please contact the bar news letter editor Matt Jellett if you have an  

announcement at: matt@jellettlaw.com 
 

KLEPS LAW OFFICE, PLLC  
is one year old. I want to publicly thank all the attorneys who have 

helped me in my first year as a sole practitioner.  Warm regards,         

MICHAEL T. KLEPS 

www.klepslawoffice.com  

 

Andy Peach 

Steve Chance 

Matt Jellett 

Joe Pemberton 

Aaron Lukoff 

Marie Gallagher 

Hannah Stone Brian 

Page Bryan Lane 

Eugene Keay 

John Keay 

David Freeman 

Monica Reynoso 

Jon Raney 

Jon Komorowski 

Sandy Holtzman 

Mary Swenson 

Ann Vetter-Hansen 

Brian Hansen 

Barry Meyers 

Dennis Williams 

Bruce Smith 

Karin McMichael 

Tom Ashton 

Nathan McAllister 

Mark Boyson 

Katti Esp 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers 

The place to be if you’re an Attorney. 

Email: nancy@hollanderinvestments.com 

Call 360-647-1916 (ext. 112) 240 sq. ft. to 

2,000 sq. ft.  119 N. Commercial St., Belling-

ham, WA 98225 

EXECUTIVE SUITES ON PROSPECT:  
Office in high visibility executive suites office build-

ing, next to the post office on Prospect Street and 

across the street from the courthouse and jail. Tenant 

will have shared use of two conference rooms, recep-

tionist to answer phone and greet clients. This office 

has its own individual thermostat to control heat and 

air conditioning in the office. Signage is available for 

business name and free parking for clients. Permitted 

parking available for tenant. The monthly rental 

amount of $650.00 includes heat, electricity, water, 

sewer, garbage and internet access.  

Call Katti Esp at (360) 715-3100. 

LEGAL NURSE CONSULTANT: RN with mul-

tidisciplinary acute care experience available to screen 

medical cases for merit, assess damages/causation, de-

velop interrogatories, locate expert witnesses, define 

standards of care. National Certification, affordable, 

professional, timely. Serving the Western states. Contact 

Lexicon Legal Nurse Consultants @ (360) 544-8317 or 

fax ( 360) 682-6773 or email at lexiconconsul-

tants@comcast.net. Also 

www.lexiconlegalnurse.vpweb.com 

Whatcom County Bar Association 2009 Calendar of Events 

          

September  

What? Date/time Event Location Organization 

WCBA Monthly Meeting 9/2/2009 12:00 
Meeting – Wa St. S.Ct. Jus-

tice Barbara Madsen 
Northwood Hall WCBA 

 October 

What? Date/time Event Location Organization 

WCBA Monthly Meeting 
10/7/2009 

12:00 
Meeting Northwood Hall WCBA 

Red Flags from Specialty 
Areas 

10/7/2009 1:30 CLE 

Northwood Hall / 
after the bar meet-

ing 

WCBA 

Lawyers Take Orders Bene-
fit 

10/8/2009 Benefit Ferry Terminal LAW Advocates 

 November 

What? Date/time Event Location Organization 

WCBA Monthly Meeting 
11/4/2009 

12:00 
Meeting Northwood Hall WCBA 

Tegland on Evidence and 
Panel of Judges 

11/4/2009 1:30 CLE 

Northwood Hall / 
after the bar meet-

ing 

WCBA 

 December 

What? Date/time Event Location Organization 

WCBA Monthly Meeting 
12/2/2009 

12:00 
Meeting Northwood Hall WCBA 

Ethics 12/2/2009 1:30 CLE 

Northwood Hall / 
after the bar  

meeting 

WCBA 

          

mailto:nancy@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:lexiconconsultants@comcast.net
mailto:lexiconconsultants@comcast.net
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northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their 
clients resolve cases involving: 

Probate 
Guardianship 

Personal Injury 

Medical Negligence 
Employment 

Construction Defects 

Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. 
Hon. David Nichols, Ret. 
Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Mike Heatherly 
Loch Clark 
Marian Exall 
Rob Kelly 

(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website 

www.northwestdrg.com 
For information on our: 

Services 
Fees 

Neutrals 

 
Your ad here! Contact the 

Bar News Letter Editor 

Matthew Jellett, Esq. for 

more info… 

 

 
Northwest  

Professional  

Supervised Visits 

 
Cathy Eisen-Herford 

Director 

Office/fax:  360.933.4853 

Cell:  360.689.5654 

nwpsvbell@yahoo.com  
  

 

Member of the  

Supervised Visitation  
Network 

www.svnetwork.net 

NWPSV  

Welcomes Family Law Colleagues  

to our 

Open House 

Thursday, September 17th 

Times:  11 am to 1 pm 
            4 pm to 7 pm 

Bellingham Towers 

119 North Commercial Street, Suite 580 
Bellingham 98225 

Refreshments will be served. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Providing on-site and off-site professional 

observation for court-ordered visitation and 

other related services.  
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LAW OFFICE OF 

PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

1225 Bellingham Towers  119 N Commercial St  Bellingham, WA  98225 
 
 

Phone 360.738.4659  FAX 360.738.8498  Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 

Thank you for your referrals! 

• Personal injury 

representation 

• Co-counsel or 

contract work on any 
civil litigation project (360) 312-5156 

 
Attorney 

Michael Heatherly 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 

going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 

offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 

if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 

easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46‖H x 3.86‖W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00‖H x 3.86‖ W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00‖ H x 7.90‖ W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 

(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 

.GIF or .pdf file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 

know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-

mail Editor Matthew Jellett at the above e-mail address, or call 

(360) 527-9400. 


