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The monthly bar lunch and meeting will be at noon, Wednesday, June 

4, 2008, at Northwood Hall.  Former Supreme Court Justice Phil 

Talmadge will be the guest speaker.  

 BAR  LUNCH 
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The President’s Rant 
By Steve Chance 

WCBA President 

 I started my legal career at the firm formerly known as 

Simonarson.  There were always a few other names in the offi-

cial firm name, but to most everyone, it was simply known as 

the Simonarson Firm. By the time I got there, Einar Simonarson was long retired but 

would occasionally drop by the office, usually with a box of Frango mints.  Al-

though Einar could never seem to remember my name, he did enjoy talking to me 

about practicing law back in the day.    

 Einar had lots of stories about cases in the north county being resolved in the 

presence of church elders rather than by judges or juries.  Almost all lawyers were 

general practitioners.  Lawyer advertising was virtually non-existent back then.  I 

expect Einar would have found the notion of lawyers running television spots, or 

even full page yellow page ads laughable.  Things have changed. 

 The new Dex phone book now has 45 pages of yellow pages just for attor-

neys, not including the front and back pages of the book.  This represents over 6% 

of the total yellow pages.  By comparison, the listings for physicians take up only 20 

(Continued on page 3) 

Ghostwriting... gone bad? 
By Brian Brunkow, Esq.* 

The relationship between a 

ghostwriter, a hiring party and the sub-

ject matter goes like this:  a person or 

organization with a subject expertise or 

innovative product, but lacking profes-

sional writing skills or time, hires a 

ghostwriter to present that expertise in 

publication quality format. 

As a freelance writer, I read an 

article with disappointment recently 

about a certain medical company’s use 

of ghostwriters to get a study published.  

Apparently, 

this behemoth 

of a pharma-

ceutical con-

glomerate used in-house staff writers to 

ghostwrite reports for publication in 

major medical journals in support of its 

Alzheimer’s treatment. For clout and 

muscle, these published reports listed 

well known brand-name academic sci-

entists as lead authors.  So far so good. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS              

By Scott Railton, 1305—11th St, # 301, Bellingham, WA 98225, E-Mail:  srailton@americanlaw.com 

Border Patrol Doing Spot Checks of Ferry Passengers.  

The U.S. Border Patrol is regularly checking the Anacortes 

ferries for “persons of concern.”  While the expressed primary 

purpose of such searches is to find terrorists, the agency is 

checking every vehicle and passenger coming off the ferries 

from the San Juan Islands, on a periodic basis.  When they 

identify persons in the country unlawfully, they are taking 

them into custody.  The existence of a standard checkpoint has 

been a newsworthy topic in our local media. 

 The Border Patrol can arrest a person if they admit to be-

ing in the United States illegally, but persons are not required 

to answer such questions.  Ethnic background, skin color, and 

language do not alone amount to the necessary reasonable sus-

picion to detain someone.  However, the initial reaction of 

many undocumented, when approached, is to admit their 

status.  The Border Patrol has consequently taken many into 

custody, as a result of the ferry traffic stops.   

 According to an April Seattle Times article, the stops 

since February have resulted in 43 arrests, with 38 of the per-

sons being from Mexico.  An additional 141 persons were de-

tained, and let go, after questioning.  The Border Patrol’s cited 

authority to conduct these types of operations extends 100 

miles from the border. 

 Of course, opinions vary on this agency activity.  A vari-

ety of immigrant rights groups have gotten involved, in pro-

test, and to advise community members, including the Ameri-

can Civil Liberties Union, the Northwest Immigrant Rights 

Council, and the Skagit Immigrant Rights Council.  Some 

Skagit activists have traveled to the ferry docks, to observe 

Border Patrol operations.  San Juan Island residents have also 

protested the operations, and in one published case, have pro-

vided bond to a longstanding resident family that was detained 

and taken to detention in Pennsylvania. 

ICE Conducts Largest Single Site Raid Ever in Iowa.  A 

federal raid of a Postville, Iowa kosher meatpacking plant on 

May 12th was the reportedly largest such operation in Iowa.  

Federal agents sought immigration violators and persons sus-

pected of identity theft.  At least 390 people arrested at the 

AgriProcessors plant, and hundreds more being sought.  An 

affidavit filed in court before the raid cited “the issuance of 

697 criminal complaints and arrest warrants against persons 

believed to be current employees” and to have acted crimi-

nally.  The affidavit, prepared by a former plant supervisor, 

said remarkably that a methamphetamine lab had operated on-

site, and that workers had carried weapons to the plant.  Local 

law enforcement cooperated with ICE, months in advance, but 

there is no report that the employer knew the raid was coming, 

and the employer has not at this time publicly commented on 

the raid. 

 Without question, the raid will have an economic impact 

locally, and perhaps nationally.  And perhaps that’s the 

point—some in the agency have said that increased and public 

enforcement may force Congress to act.  Kosher Today, a pub-

lication dedicated to the kosher business, says that AgriProces-

sors provides 60% of the kosher retail meat and 40% of the 

kosher poultry market nationally, and most retail chains de-

pend on the company.   

 On May 14th, the Des Moines Register reported the fol-

lowing regarding the aftermath of the raid: "Postville's school 

Superintendent David Strudthoff said about a third of the ele-

mentary and middle school's 363 students were absent Tues-

day.  Most of them are Latino, he said.  Only three of the high 

school's 15 Latino students were in school Tuesday. He said 

the school district's future is unclear.  ‘We had 10 percent of 

our entire community arrested in 12 hours,’ he said. ‘We're 

into new territory here in Postville that's never been seen be-

fore. It's just like having a tornado that wiped out an entire part 

of town.’  If Agriprocessors closes its doors, ‘it'll be a ghost 

town here,’ said Penrod, the mayor. ‘It's not like Swift in Mar-

shalltown.  [referring to another ICE raid.]  When that happens 

here, it has a huge, huge impact. We didn't need this. This lit-

erally blew our town away.’ ” 

In Other News… 

May Day March Participant Numbers Down.  Protesters 

marched again locally and in major cities on May 1st, in sup-

port of immigrant worker rights.  The number of participants, 

however, were substantially down, and marchers tended to 

have legal status more frequently. Students in local schools 

staged walkouts, including a major walkout in Mount Vernon 

which made front page headlines. 

Deportees Regularly Sedated.  In a special four part report 

about immigrant detentions, the Washington Post reported on 

May 14th:  "The U.S. government has injected hundreds of 

foreigners it has deported with dangerous psychotropic drugs 

against their will to keep them sedated during the trip back to 

their home country, according to medical records, internal 

documents and interviews with people who have been 

drugged." 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225 Tel: (360) 671-5945           Fax: (360) 676-5459           www.americanlaw.com 
Bellingham, Washington, USA     Creating TRANSPARENT BORDERS ™          Toronto & Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
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President’s Rant, Continued... 

pages.  The trend in attorney yellow page ads seems to be 

bigger is better. I can recall when an injury lawyer first in-

serted a graphic in a phone book ad.  It was a pencil draw-

ing of a car crash.  It seemed overly dramatic to me. We 

now see actual photographs of car crashes, of injured people 

in the hospital, and people in handcuffs in yellow page ads. 

One ad even has a photograph of a marijuana leaf.  I wonder 

where that leaf came from?   

 Mostly, we seem content just to put photos of our-

selves in our ads.  I admit to succumbing to this temptation 

myself, although frankly, it makes me a little uneasy every 

time I see it.  Truth be told, I first sent Dex a photo of Su-

perman to use in my ad but they refused it.  They made me 

send an actual photo of me. I am not sure how the whole 

attorney photo thing started, but the yellow page marketers 

seem to have found a particular vulnerability in lawyers put-

ting photos of themselves in their ads.  Nowhere else in the 

yellow pages do you see as much such self-promotion than 

in the attorney listings.  

 There was time when ads as large one-half page 

were rare. These days full page ads are common.  I see one 

firm has even gone to a full two-page ad with what has got 

to be the largest printing anywhere in the phone book, 

maybe in the world.  At least one firm has multiple one-

page ads and more and more have multiple smaller ads.  

With one exception, every lawyer is identified under a par-

ticular specialization.  The exception is the single firm listed 

under the heading of General Practice. Back in the day, I 

expect that is where all attorneys were listed. 

 Attorney ads in the yellow pages seem out of con-

trol and only getting worse. I can’t help but think that some 

lawyers today pay more for their yellow page ads than Einar 

Simonarson probably generated in a year of work.  I would 

like to see attorney phonebook listings along the lines of a 

high school yearbook.  Each attorney would get a photo and 

four lines to state the  most memorable experiences and ac-

complishments over the previous three years followed by an 

address and telephone number. No car crash scenes, hand-

cuffs, or marijuana leafs. Photos of super heros would be 

allowed.  Think of the money we would all save, some of 

you much more than others.  Life would be simpler, over-

head would be reduced, and the public image of lawyers 

could only improve.    

(Continued from page 1) 

 

What’s the problem with the above study?  In this 

particular case, it’s alleged the academic scientists named 

as “lead authors” didn’t exactly lead and, well, didn’t ex-

actly participate in the actual research for which they took 

credit.  Ah, if integrity and publishing credits only grew 

on trees like money or Pulitzers. Such an action isn’t only 

offensive it’s deceptive and dangerous.  The “lead” scien-

tists in this study were not signing off on a new car wax 

or three-ply paper towel.  This involved a pretty well ma-

ligned and dangerous Alzheimer’s drug that most people 

are familiar with at this point. 

So what we have in this example is a win, win, 

lose situation.  The company’s product gains market ac-

ceptance by association with rock star scientists who were 

falsely named as lead authors on the study. That’s a win.   

The rock star scientists gain prestige and chalk up another 

publishing credit without having rolled up their sleeves on 

the research.  That’s a win too. So who loses?  Well, that 

would be the public of course - the patients who rely on 

doctors who in turn rely on these published reports from 

“industry experts” when selecting medical treatments. 

 So the question is this - what should ghostwriting 

aspire to be?  Effective and honest ghostwriting requires 

the following:  project knowledge on the part of the ex-

pert, extensive project involvement and oversight on the 

part of the expert and project transparency.  Otherwise, 

the published work is merely a paid endorsement dis-

guised as something else entirely. 

Ghostwriting is really designed to assist busy in-

dividuals and organizations tap into the expertise of pro-

fessional writers to communicate ideas into the market 

place in a clear and persuasive format.  But for ghostwrit-

ing and those who use ghostwriters to remain credible, the 

expert must be the driving force from project conception 

through final publication. 

Just some food for thought when reading that next 

medical journal, selecting that key expert witness or hir-

ing that high-profile consultant. 

 

*Brian Brunkow is a former Bellingham attorney, 

now based in San Diego and practicing contract law and 

is the Creative Director of Mind Venue, a freelance re-

search and writing service.  www.mindvenue.com, 

brian@mindvenue.com, (858) 246-6213. Brian is also 

widely regarded as the only west coast attorney man 

enough to publicly challenge Bigfoot to a no-holds-barred 

wrestling match for charity; calls have not been returned. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ghostwritting, Cont... 



CLASSIFIED ADS 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

matt@jellettlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 
Established firm seeks associate attorney for 
Mt. Vernon branch office. At least 2 years recent 
experience in family law (immigration experience a 
plus), 60K-100K salary DOE + benefits. Send re-
sumes to Lori @ Tario & Associates, P.S., 119 N. 
Commercial St., #1000, Bellingham, WA 98225. 
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Adelstein, Sharpe & Serka LLP seeks a liti-

gation associate with strong research and writing skills 

for a long-term relationship.  The ideal candidate 

should be community minded and enjoy long walks 

on the beach.  Please direct your cover letter and re-

sume to Jeffrey P. Fairchild, Esq., Adelstein, Sharpe 

& Serka LLP, P. O. Box 5158, Bellingham, WA  

98227-5158. 

Meet the Whatcom County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers! WWL is a statewide organization whose 

principal purposes are to further the full integration of women in the legal profession, and to promote equal rights 

and opportunities for women and to prevent discrimination against them. 

 

Bellingham's very own Amy Robinson of Barron Smith Daugert, PLLC is the current President-Elect of the state-

wide WWL organization. 

 

The Whatcom County Chapter has been very active in service to the Bar and giving back to our community. We 

sponsor brown bag CLE programs for Whatcom County lawyers. We participate annually in the YWCA's Back-

to-Work Boutique. We participate regularly in Habitat for Humanity builds. We support LAW Advocates through 

various fund-raising activities. 

 

Current Whatcom County Chapter officers are:  

• President and WWL Chapter Rep: Marie Gallagher - mgallagher@adelstein.com, 671-6565 

• Vice President: Ann Vetter-Hansen - vetterhansenlaw@gmail.com, 715-2094 

• Secretary: Laura Eckert - Lauraeckert1@hotmail.com, 922-0410 

• Treasurer: Kenni B. Merritt - Kenni.Merritt@CroweDunlevy.com, 756-6115  

 

Our local chapter holds regular monthly meetings (except in July, August and December) on the last Wednesday 

of each month. We generally have luncheon meetings in the first floor conference room at the Bellingham Tow-

ers, 119 N. Commercial St (bring your own lunch or order from the café).  

 

A few times a year, we have more relaxed evening socials at The Vines, 1319 Cornwall  Avenue, starting at 5 pm. 

Everyone is invited to these meetings each month. This is a great opportunity to briefly get away from your office 

to connect with other lawyers.  

 

Contact Laura Eckert if you want to get on our email list for meeting and other announcements. 

 

Membership in WWL is not limited to women. Our chapter includes several men and men regularly participate in 

our activities. 

If you’d like to join WWL or participate in our efforts, please contact WWL at wwl@wwl.org, or one of our 

chapter officers. 

MEET THE WHATCOM COUNTY CHAPTER 
OF 

WASHINGTON WOMEN LAWYERS!  
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WSBA-CLE Seminar Calendar 

June 2008 

Su M Tu W Th F Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

        

(Seattle)  
2008 Business 

Law Section 

Midyear 

(Vancouver) 
2008 Real Prop-

erty, Probate 

and Trust Sec-

tion Midyear  
Day One 

(Vancouver) 
2008 Real Prop-

erty, Probate 

and Trust Sec-

tion Midyear  
Day Two 

8 9  10  11  12  13 14  

(Vancouver) 
2008 Real Prop-

erty, Probate 

and Trust Sec-

tion Midyear  
(Day Three) 

      
  

  

(Seattle) 
Construction 

Law Section 

Midyear   

  

15  16  17  18  19  20 21 

          

(Vancouver) 
2008 Family Law 

Section Midyear  
Day One 

 

(Seattle) 

How to Succeed as a 

Modern Litigator  
  

(Vancouver) 
2008 Family 

Law Section 

Midyear  
Day Two 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

(Vancouver) 
2008 Family 

Law Section 

Midyear  
Day Three 

  

(Seattle) 
Trust Accounts 

and Setting Up 

Your Own Prac-

tice Boot Camp  

(Seattle) 
How To Practice 

More Effectively 

In Courts of 

Limited Juris-

diction  

(Seattle) 
Persuasive Writ-

ing Workshop 

and Legal Re-

search Boot 

Camp  

    

29 30                
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WASHINGTON WOMEN LAWYERS - WHATCOM COUNTY CHAPTER 

SPRING CLE PROGRAM 

 
 The Whatcom County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers recently sponsored a CLE program 

entitled "Electronic Communications: Friend or Foe?" The program was presented by Dominique Zervas, 

Langabeer & Tull. Dominique is immediate past President and 2006 Chapter Member of the Year of the 

Whatcom County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers. Twenty-six local attorneys attended the CLE pro-

gram, which was approved for one ethics CLE credit.  

 Dominique's presentation focused on practical, real-world issues that arise in connection with our reli-

ance on electronic media for communications, the lawyer’s ethical duty to preserve client confidences and se-

crets, and the attorney-client privilege. Dominique discussed the key disciplinary rules and ethical considera-

tions impacting e-mail, disclosure of metadata, and other electronic communications.  

 Dominique said that "Looking ahead, one thing of which we can be certain is that the use of e-mail 

and other electronic communication tools will continue to transform and gain popularity as a means of trans-

mitting information to clients, third parties, and opposing counsel. As usage increases and the tools trans-

form, lawyers will need to increase their ability to anticipate, identify, understand, and mitigate the risks."  

 Those of you who attended the CLE program may be interested in reading the recent ABA article, 

"Employee Emails Not Protected," concerning employee’s privacy rights when using an employer’s computer 

to send email. You can access the article at http://www.abanet.org/litigation/litigationnews/2008/

june/0608_article_email.html.  

 Thanks to Dominique for an excellent presentation! 

Attorney Greg Boos Approved for Practice Before Interna-

tional Criminal Court 
 

 Bellingham, WA – Joining a select group of attorneys from around the world, 

Bellingham attorney Greg Boos has been approved by the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) which is seated in The Hague, Netherlands to practice before it. To date, only 236 

lawyers worldwide have been approved for practice before the ICC, which prosecutes 

individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. To be approved for 

practice before the ICC, Boos was required to demonstrate proficiency in international 

and criminal law through a minimum of 10 years applicable experience. 

  “It is exciting to be involved with an international institution that seeks to lessen 

human mistreatment and suffering through the rule of law,” Boos said following recent completion of a week-

long training in ICC court procedures and protocol in The Hague. 

 Established by the Treaty of Rome in 2002, the ICC exercises jurisdiction only when existing national 

systems cannot or will not handle cases involving genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. One hun-

dred and five nations have ratified the Treaty of Rome to date, however the United States has yet to do so. Since 

its establishment, the ICC has opened investigations into the situations in Darfur, Northern Uganda, the Democ-

ratic Republic of Congo and the Central African Republic. 

 Boos is a partner at the Bellingham office of Chang & Boos, an immigration law firm with offices in 

Bellingham and Toronto. Specializing in international law with an emphasis on business immigration, Boos is 

recognized internationally for ongoing efforts in the areas of border issues and United States-Canada relations. 

 For more information on Greg Boos, an internationally recognized practitioner in the field of interna-

tional and immigration law who was recently approved for practice before the International Criminal Court, 

please call (360) 671-5945 or send an email to gdboos@americanlaw.com. Additional information can also be 

found at www.americanlaw.com. 
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A d v o c a t e s  
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northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

NORTHWEST DISPUTE RESOLUTION GROUP 

We have helped attorneys and their clients resolve cases involving: Probate Guardianship Personal Injury Medical Negligence Employment Construction Defects Family Law 
Hon. Mick Moynihan, Ret. Hon. David Nichols, Ret. Hon. John Daffron, Ret. 

Mike Heatherly Loch Clark Marian Exall Rob Kelly 

(360) 312-5156 

Visit our website 
www.northwestdrg.com 

For information on our: 
Services Fees Neutrals 

 

LAW OFFICE OF 

PAMELA E ENGLETT, PLLC 

580 Bellingham Towers � 119 N Commercial St � Bellingham, WA  98225   Phone 360.738.4659 � FAX 360.738.8498 � Email pam@englettlaw.com 

Welcoming clients who need  
assistance in civil domestic violence  

and family law cases 
 Thank you for your referrals! 

• Personal injury 
representation 
• Co-counsel or 
contract work on any (360) 312-5156 

 Attor-
ney 

Michael Heatherly 
LAW OFFICES OF 

ELIZABETH S. FASANO, P.S. 

Now Accepting Referrals for: - Vacating/Sealing Criminal Records - Firearm Rights Restoration - Canadian “Port-of-Entry” Rehabilitation - Personal Injury Cases - Family Law/Custody Cases 
Thank you for your referrals! 

2102 Young Street           Phone: (360) 647-9676 Bellingham, WA 98225     Email: lisa@fasanolaw.com 
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