
All content ©2006 Whatcom County Bar Association 

 BAR LUNCH 
The February Bar Lunch and Meeting will be at Noon Wednesday, 
February 1, 2006, at Northwood Hall. The monthly business meet-
ing will begin promptly at 12:15 pm. This month's program will 
consist of a meeting of the LAW Advocates Board of Directors, 
who will discuss the state of their organization.   
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cles contained within this publi-
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NEWSLETTER 

By Elizabeth Li 
2005 WCBA President 

Last fall Bob Hughes sent a letter to the 
bar president requesting a resurrection of the 
attorney photo directory.  It seems some of the 
old guard have trouble matching names to 
faces of practicing Whatcom lawyers.  And, of 
course, new lawyers have no clue who�s who.  
At first I was shocked that anyone would need 
such a directory.  After all, doesn�t everyone 
spend her free time meeting other lawyers? 

Bob�s request was not the first during my 
tenure.  David Nelson had previously joked 
about attorney photo trading cards, which I 
suppose would help trial lawyers pass time at 
calendars: �How about I give you this 1994 
Shropshire for that 1997 Willner?�  Dave�s 
idea, while entertaining for those who would 
play, was not necessarily productive.  Bob�s 
idea, however, is. 

I RAISED THE ATTORNEY photo 
directory idea before the Past Presidents� Com-
mittee, who promptly shared tales of yore.  
Apparently the bar had previously gathered 
and successfully printed one of these directo-
ries nearly two decades ago.  Rumor has it that 
a copy might still be floating around the Public 
Defender�s office.  In the more recent decade, 
the bar hired a professional photographer to 
take lawyer photos.  Unfortunately, the photog-
rapher declared bankruptcy before completing 
the job, and thus, alas, no money and no direc-
tory.  Nonetheless, the attorney photo directory 
continues to be a good idea. 

In Bob�s proposal, he graciously volun-
teered the technical skills of his attorney son, 
Mike Hughes.  �Mike,� Bob wrote, �will 
gladly compile everyone�s digital photographs 
and work magic.�  (Perhaps not a direct quote.) 

With this background information, I got to 
thinking that the ship has sailed for hardcopy 
photo directories.  Like the phone book, hard-
copy directories are expensive to print, expen-
sive to update, and easy to misplace.  Instead, 
we could create a web-based photo directory, 
which is efficient, readily accessible, and inex-
pensive to update.  Then I got to thinking: how 
can we achieve more for less? 

Enter Robin 
Mullins of 4th Cor-
ner.  I approached 
Robin about a joint 
WCBA and 4th Cor-
ner effort to create 
the attorney photo 
directory.  Essen-
tially, 4th Corner�s 
website would pub-
lish a photo of each 
attorney under that 
attorney�s listing, 
which already exists.  Robin thinks this is a 
good idea for his business and is willing to 
make it happen at minimal cost to the bar.  To 
date, Robin has spent $552.50 to program his 
website to accept attorney photos.  He pro-
poses the bar reimburse him for ½ of these pro-
gramming fees ($276.25) if we decide to proceed 

(Continued on page 3) 
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As a small business owner, I can truly tell you 
that from an accounting stand-point, January is just a 
really horrible month.  For those of you reading this 
who do not own a law firm (or a small business), Janu-
ary is the annual ending of the 4th fiscal quarter and it 
is when our federal, state, and local tax payments all 
come due. 

Sometimes, you feel like you�re getting hit from 
all sides.  Then on top of that, as lawyers, we get hit 
up yet again by having to pay our annual state and 
county bar dues. 

No, I�m not complaining.  After all, our dues go to 
good things.  In this spirit, I am writing to let you 
know what your $75 per year bar dues is used for and 
to encourage everyone who is eligible to join the What-
com County Bar Association this year. 

You should have received (or shall soon receive) a 
letter from WCBA Treasurer Jennifer Willner outlin-
ing this very issue.  As she points out, your bar dues 
support important organizations in our community 
such as LAW Advocates, the Whatcom County Law 
Library, Northwest Youth Services Teen Court and 
the YMCA mock trial competition. 

In the case of LAW Advocates, our association has 
a long and proud tradition of investing money and 
personal effort into things like pro bono legal activi-
ties, street law and Law Day functions. LAW Advo-
cates took a big hit this year, so we will attempt to 
keep supporting them at the same level we did last 
year, and then some.   

Your annual WCBA dues also support the general 
operations and day-to-day business of the WCBA.  It 
pays for things such as our local CLE programs, the 
monthly bar lunch meetings at Northwood Hall and 
the printing of the Newsletter.   

Our goal for membership in 2006 will be to have 
250 paid members by May.  I realize this is a rather 
lofty goal, but the State Bar claims we have over 350 
lawyers in our midst.   

In recent years, our overall membership has been 
slumping.  All of the WCBA board members are com-
mitted to signing up each and every one of you as 
members this year.   

As we did in 2005, we will again be offering a re-
duced dues amount for newly admitted attorneys.  For 
a three-year period after your first year of admission 
to the bar (whether the Washington State bar or an-
other state bar), your dues are reduced to $60, 80 per-
cent of the normal rate.  By doing this, we hope to en-
courage those of you who are new to the practice of 
law to take advantage of the educational and network-
ing benefits provided through the WCBA. 

So when you receive your dues invoice, please re-
member all the very good things that your county bar 
association does for the community.  Help us reach 
our goal and help your bar association continue to 
support these many outstanding community organiza-
tions. 

The President  Speaks 
By Jeffrey A. Lustick, Esq.  

Time to pay some dues 

$75 a small price to pay for WCBA�s many 
services to us and the community 
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The Newsletter Presents: 

The Top 10 Reasons You 
 Should Pay Your WCBA Dues 

10. $75 doesn�t go that far at the liquor store 
 anymore. 
  9.  Newsletter editor seeking WCBA loan to replace 
 water heater that blew up at his house, flood-
 ing son�s bedroom. 
  8. You will feel empowering sense of moral superi-
 ority when in the presence of non-dues-payers. 
  7. WCBA will continue your subscription to 
 this awesome newsletter for a whole year. 
  6. It will be $75 you won�t waste on e-bay for 
 stuff like a pair of Ichiro�s game-worn socks. 
  5. You never know when YOU might need 
 some free legal help from Law Advocates. 
  4. Because President Lustick said it�s the right 
 thing to do, and presidents always tell the 
 truth. 
  3. Treasurer Willner went to a lot of trouble 
  setting up the WCBA books on her computer 
 and it would be a shame not to have some 
 dollar figures to put in there. 
  2. $75 is 21 cents per day, not even enough for a 
 cup of coffee or the Bellingham Herald. 
  1.  Two of the loveliest words in the English 
  language: �tax deductible.� 
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      The Whatcom County 
Chapter of Washington 
Women Lawyers (WWL; yes, 
the same as the state organi-
zation�s initials) met Wednes-
day, January 18, 2006, and 
we all had the opportunity to 
get to know (most of) the new 
Board of Directors.  They are: 
Dannon Traxler, President; 
Mary Dickinson, Vice-
President; Deborah Frederick, 
Secretary; Shannon Connor, 
Treasurer; and Amy Dickin-
son, Chapter Representative.  

The combination is lethal and guarantees us a brilliant year. 
And speaking of a brilliant year, at the January 18, 2006, 

Chapter meeting, the Board identified a few of the items on 
which it will be focusing in 2006.  Those items include some 
of our favorite events we have done in the past, as well as a 
few new ones.  However, rather than run through the list, we 
prefer to direct your focus to the following very important up-
coming event: 

TRUE/FALSE WEST International Film Festival.  It 
is WWL�s goal to sponsor, with your help, the showing of the 
film, Sisters in Law, at Bellingham�s first international film 
festival, which will run April 21-23, 2006.  This new film, by 
Kim Loninotto and Florence Ayisi, illustrates how law, as 
practiced by two African women in Kumba, Cameroon, �can 
change stereotypes as well as provide images of hope for a 
continent facing a multitude of challenges.�  By sponsoring 
the film, we will ensure that the messages it provides have a 
broad, receptive audience.  Furthermore, if, with your help, we 
are able to raise enough money, we can bring one of the 

women lawyers portrayed in the film here for the screening!  
This would allow us a live dialogue to help answer some of 
the questions the movie raises for us.  And when I say �we� or 
�us,� I mean you, too.  All of us.   It is looking as though do-
nors will experience not only the pride and pleasure of bring-
ing an important cultural and artistic event to Bellingham, but 
may have their names included in the program.  So sponsor-

ship may provide deserved public acknowledgement of your 
generosity as well.   

It costs $2,000.00 to sponsor the film.  We started the 
year with approximately $30.00 in the official WWL coffers.   
Slim chance?  Yes.  Fortunately, a few very generous donors 
have already stepped up to the plate, giving us hope that our 
goal is attainable.  Nonetheless, we have a long way to go.  
We ask you directly:  Please give generously. You may send 
or drop off your check, payable to �WWL � Film Festival,� to 
Dominique Zervas at Langabeer & Tull, 709 Dupont Street, 
P.O. Box 1678, Bellingham, WA 98227.   Because this matter 
is time-sensitive, we appreciate your prompt show of interest. 

We will provide additional program details as they be-
come available.  In the meantime, please contact Cynthia 
Novotny at cynthia@randtlaw.com with any questions. 

We thank all of you in advance for your generous support 
of this extraordinary opportunity.  We look forward to seeing 
you at the screening. 

Our grand-new board takes office, supports film: Sisters In Law  
By Dominique Zervas 

Washington Women Lawyers 

Whatcom County  
Chapter 

Your donations could help bring one of  
African documentary�s stars to film 

festival here in April 

with 4th Corner as our host.  
Future updating costs will be 
minimal to non-existent since 
Robin will donate his time 
and server space.  The only 
bar costs foreseeable at this 
time would be if future pro-
gramming is needed -- and 
negotiated. 

This liaison with 4th Cor-
ner requires us attorneys to 
submit (voluntarily) a digital 
photo to Robin.  Those with-

out photos could contact Mike 
Hughes.  And of course, attor-
neys who do not wish to par-
ticipate by providing their 
photo need not do so.  How-
ever, please keep in mind the 
success of the project depends 
on as much participation as 
possible. 

Robin will make a brief 
presentation about the attor-
ney photo directory proposal 
and how it will work on 4th 
Corner�s website at the Febru-
ary bar lunch.  We encourage 
you to come ask questions, 
provide input, and vote. 

Attorney Photo 
Directory 
(Continued from page 1) Feed the Newsletter 

Koalas eat nothing but eucalyptus.  Pandas eat nothing 
but bamboo.  Newsletters eat nothing but news.   If you 
have something of interest to you - a  change in your 
practice, a  new law that affects us,  a  fascinating person 
or story we should hear about - it�s probably of interest to 
us.  Submit your idea or completed article to Editor Mike 
Heatherly at: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
or call (360) 312-5156 

Items submitted by the 15th of each month will be pub-
lished in the following month�s issue. 
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 LEX BESTIA 
By ADAM KARP 

The Florida Bar v. Pape, 2005 WL 3072013 (Fla.), Nov. 17, 
2005. 

John Robert Pape and Marc Andrew Chandler ran a 
plaintiffs� firm in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. To garner busi-
ness, they advertised their services with a novel mnemonic 
and graphic device. Capitalizing on the reputation of the 
mighty pit bull, they used the image of this spike-collared 
animal in place of the ampersand for their firm name of Pape 
& Chandler. After working through what must have been doz-
ens of iterations for their toll-free number, they settled upon 
1-800-PIT-BULL.  

Word of this cheap marketing doggerel spread and the 
Florida Bar Association�s Office of Discipli-
nary Counsel took action, accusing Pape and 
Chandler of violating RPC 4-7.2(b)(3) and  
7.2(b)(4). The referee found no violation in 
using the logo, noting that it described the 
quality of the attorneys but not their ser-
vices. Perhaps the referee respected how pit 
bulls (or �pits,� to aficionados) were �loyal, 
persistent, tenacious, and aggressive,� rele-
vant factors to a consumer selecting an at-
torney. And the 1-800-PIT-BULL mne-
monic device, while memorable, was not 
unprofessional. Besides, Pape and Chan-
dler�s First Amendment rights to commer-
cial speech nullified enforcement of the 
RPCs, argued the referee. 

The Florida Supreme Court disagreed. First, the com-
ment to RPC 7.1 prohibited sensationalistic imagery and slo-
gans. Second, the referee�s �artificial� distinction between the 
quality of the attorney versus service was unconvincing. 
Third, the comment to RPC 7.2(b)(4) prohibited ads appeal-
ing to emotions. For instance, the Florida Supreme Court 
banned the use of a fist logo on the grounds that it conveyed 
an overly brutal message; remember, the law is supposed to 
be governed by reason, not force.  

Indeed, the crux of the Pape dispute centered on how one 
regards the innate nature of this breed (or, more accurately, 
this catch-all term for multiple similar breeds, like the Ameri-
can Staffordshire Terrier). The Supreme Court rejected the 
referee�s charitable omission of the less desirable traits asso-
ciated with pits, such as �malevolence, viciousness, and un-
predictability.� It went so far as to suggest that the �pit bull� 

embodied the CR 11 mongrelization of the legal profession. 
They supported this conclusion by invoking dog-bite related 
fatality reports, identifying pits as some of the most danger-
ous dogs around. 

On the First Amendment question, the Supremes noted 
that historically, while commercial speech protections apply 
even to lawyers, legal ads were still subject to reasonable 
regulations. See Bates v. State Bar of Arizona, 433 U.S. 350 
(1977). The court distinguished the Ohio case of an attorney 
using the Dalkon Shield in advertisements. Zauderer v. Office 
of Disciplinary Counsel of the Supreme Court of Ohio, 471 
U.S 626 (1985). In Zauderer, the Supreme Court noted that 

the use of the Dalkon Shield informed 
women that this attorney represented clients 
in cases involving this intrauterine device 
and, far from being misleading or appealing 
to emotions, was strictly factual and infor-
mative.  
The Florida Supremes had little difficulty 
distinguishing a pit bull�s head from a birth 
control device since Pape and Chandler�s 
practice apparently had nothing to do with 
pit bulls or dogs in general. In a stroke of 
totemistic paranoia, they cautioned that if 
they permitted pit bulls to dominate lawyer 
ads, we could all expect attorneys sidling up 
beside sharks, wolves, piranhas, and croco-
diles to peddle their practices. Pape and 

Chandler received a public reprimand and were ordered to 
attend a legal advertising ethics course.  

For animal law attorneys, however, the use of the pit bull 
would be indisputably relevant to finding counsel well-versed 
in litigating cases involving attacks by pit bulls or euthanasia 
disposition orders where pit bulls declared dangerous are 
fighting for their lives.  

Alternatively, transactional lawyers focusing on wealth 
retention might get away with enlisting the frugal, stockpiling 
image of the ant (care of the fable involving the ant and grass-
hopper). ADR attorneys striving for collaborative lawyering 
and mediation could rely on gentle creatures like the lamb or 
baby chick. And probate lawyers could make use of the ven-
erable tortoise to ensure longevity with their well-crafted 
wills and trusts. But if dogs are the species of advertising 
choice, 1-866-SHIH-TZU and 1-877-POODLES are certainly 
still available. 

Above, a �pit bull.�  Not pictured, 
Florida lawyers. 

Dogged bar discipline in Florida: 

Use of  pit bull in logo 
comes back to bite lawyers 
in hindquarters 

adam@animal-lawyer.com 
(360) 738-7273 
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A C R O S S   T H E   L I N E 
IMMIGRATION AND CROSS BORDER UPDATE FROM CHANG & BOOS      

 The immigration reform debate shifts to the U.S. Senate 
this month.  The House of Representatives passed the contro-
versial �Border Protection, Antiterrorism and Illegal Immigra-
tion Control Act� (H.R. 4437), as it closed out its session in 
December.  As noted in this column last month, many of the 
bill�s provisions would eventually affect local law practice. 
 The New York Times reports that social and church groups 
have come out strongly against the bill, because the plain lan-
guage of the legislation makes it a criminal act to provide legal 
aid to illegal immigrants, including aid by attorneys. The 
Washington Post ran the straightforward headline �Bad Border 
Bill� after the bill passed. The San Francisco Chronicle said, 
�Watch out for crackpot ideas becoming the law of the land.� 

 The U.S. Chamber of Commerce also voiced its opposi-
tion to the bill, even making it part of organization�s scorecard 
for rating incumbents. Yet, the bill passed in the House, be-
cause �getting tough on illegal immigration� and �tightening 
the border� have strong political legs.   
 In fact, Washington Rep. Rick Larsen voted for the bill 
(the only Democrat from out state to do so), stating in his 
press release that �Illegal immigration is illegal, and it must be 
addressed.� Larsen also said his vote was indicative of his on-
going support for border security measures in a border district. 
However, he then cited obvious �unsustainable� defects in the 
bill.  As one example, he said, �The fact that this bill fails to 
put forth a credible temporary worker program is an omission 
large enough to drive a tractor through.� 
 H.R. 4437 is controversial because it is an enforcement-
only, �border tightening� approach to immigration reform, and 
a highly punitive one at that.  One of the biggest criticisms of 
the bill is that it fails to do anything for the estimated 11 mil-
lion illegally present persons in the United States, or their em-
ployers.  Instead, the bill marks the illegally present as danger-
ous criminals and essentially drives them underground. 
  Perhaps most significantly for Whatcom County attorneys, 

the bill criminalizes unlawful presence, creating a huge poten-
tial burden on courts, prosecutors and public defenders. Cur-
rently the issue of lawful presence is addressed as a civil mat-
ter, without right to counsel, but this bill makes unlawful pres-
ence a federal criminal offense. The drafters of the bill appar-
ently failed to consider that criminal defendants are constitu-
tionally entitled to representation. 
 The bill also guts the due process rights of non-citizens in 
an attempt to limit �immigration litigation abuse.� To do so, 
the bill greatly limits the rights of non-citizens to judicial re-
view of deportation orders. H.R. 4437 then broadens the defi-
nition of alien smuggling to include actions by churches, em-
ployers, family members and immigration advocates. The bill 
militarizes the border and calls for a study on the feasibility of 
a fence across the Canadian border.  
 With no promise of funding, the bill grants local police 
authorities the �inherent authority� to enforce civil immigra-
tion laws.  It eliminates the diversity visa lottery.  It broadly 
increases the scope of mandatory detention, and expands the 
definition of an aggravated felony for immigration purposes.  
 Further, the bill requires Homeland Security to take into 
custody any alien who is deportable and apprehended for DUI.  
Although these measures might sound desirable, they raise 
questions regarding local government resources, the ability of 
officers to determine �deportability� as a matter of law, and 
due process issues for long-time illegal aliens, who, for exam-
ple, have jobs, homes, and/or children in local schools. 
 Many of these provisions will be reexamined in the Sen-
ate, and will likely be pruned back.  But the Senate has re-
cently been strong-armed on immigration issues when the 
House attaches a bill like this to a war effort appropriations 
bill.  Local lawyers may want to learn more about H.R. 4437, 
and weigh in as they deem fit. 

Briefly 
 DHS Secretary Says Fingerprinting at Border Not Netting 
Terrorists.  Jim Williams, the Director of Homeland Security�s US-
VISIT program, recently said that the entry/exit tracking program 
has so far helped officials intercept more than 970 criminals, but had 
yet to net any known terrorists.  The system has been installed at 104 
land ports of entry.  Since January 2004, the program has processed 
about 45 million people.  DHS is upgrading the system so it can scan 
all 10 fingers, instead of just index fingers as done now.  
 Violence Against Women Act 2005 Made Law.  VAWA 2005 
was signed into law in January, building upon former VAWA laws, 
and providing additional aid to immigrant and tribal victims.  The 
law expands the availability of certain visas and, in particular, pro-
vides additional legal avenues of relief for abused children. 

Controversial Border bill clears House, now in Senate 

�Perhaps most significantly for 
Whatcom County attorneys, the bill 
criminalizes unlawful presence, 
creating a huge potential burden on 
courts, prosecutors and public 
defenders.� 
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GROWING BELLINGHAM 
FAMILY LAW FIRM seeks 
associate attorney.  Domestic 
or litigation experience pre-
ferred, competitive sal-
ary.  Send resume and cover 
letter to the attention of Ryan 
J. West at the Law Office of 
Ryan J. West, 1313 E. Maple 
St. Suite 215, Bellingham, 
WA 98225. 

Be a role model! 
Seattle U. Law School wants you for Job ShadowJob Shadow program 

Seattle University School of Law is presenting its third annual Job Shadow program.  Job Shadow provides an opportu-
nity for law students to accompany legal professionals at work and get a first-hand look at what the legal world is like out-
side the classroom. 

Job Shadow will be February 27-March 3, 2006.  Attorneys who participate choose whatever amount of time they wish 
to dedicate to the student.  Even those who have time only to meet with a student for coffee are encouraged to participate.  
John Pfeil, SU Student Bar Association Law Alumni Representative, notes that the students crave interaction with those who 
have made it past law school and through the bar exam. 

If you can participate, please contact Pfeil by e-mail at pfeilj@seattleu.edu or by phone at (206) 850-7592.  Include a 
brief description of your field of practice, how many students you can accommodate, and your contact information.  Pfeil 
will match you with an appropriate student or students, who will contact you to schedule a date and time to meet. 

         

 
Changes in Latitudes . . .Changes in Attitudes 

TAX PREP/ACCOUNTING.  
Stay-at-home mom with inac-
tive C.P.A. license, experienced 
in sm. business, A/R, personal 
taxes, B&O taxes and payroll.  
Very reasonable rates.  Call 
Christine at (360) 510-2560. 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 312-5156 

The Law Office of Lynette Korb has moved to the follow-
ing address as of February 1, 2006: 
 

119 N. Commercial Suite 520 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
Telephone: 392-3988 
Fax: 392-3989 
Email: korblaw@qwest.net 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

newsletter special 
alert: 

The Newsletter was advised of no further 
changes in latitude (nor even a single change 
in attitude) this month.  Although January is 
likely a low latitude/attitude-change month, 
the Newsletter suspects changes in attitude, 
and perhaps even latitude, are going unre-
ported.  To prevent this from recurring, 
please promptly report any signs of latitude or 
attitude changes within the local bar to Editor 
Mike Heatherly at: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 
or call (360) 312-5156. 
 
The Newsletter thanks you. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
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I. Call to Order:  Jeff Lustick, President, called the meeting to order at approximately 12:20 p.m. 
II. Recognition of Judicial Members and Introduction of Guests: The President recognized Judge Snyder, Commis-
sioner Simmers, Commissioner Verge, District Court Commissioner Tony Parise, and Municipal Court Judge Terry 
Lewis.  Also, guests Jackie Penley and Lynn McKinster who assisted Sally Quinn, past Treasurer; Alex Ransom, a new 
attorney with Dan Mc Greavey�s office; Patrick Kim; and Janet Hoffman, Mike Grosky�s assistant and wife, were intro-
duced. 
III. Business: 

A. Minutes:  The December 2005 Meeting Minutes were approved by a voice vote. 
B. Treasurer�s Report: Jennifer Willner, Treasurer, presented the Treasurer�s Report, and announced that the pre-

sent account balance is $6,265.18.  She also reminded people who had not already done so, to renew their Bar member-
ship. 

C. Historical Committee Report:  No members of the Committee were present. 
D. CLE Committee:  Mary Swenson asked everyone to complete a survey to help the Committee determine inter-

est in the Committee�s 2006 CLE proposals. 
E. Courthouse Security: Jeff Lustick gave an update on his continued efforts to allow attorneys to be pre-

screened and/or issued security cards to allow them to bypass security.  He has a meeting scheduled with Pete Kremen, 
the County Executive, on January 19, 2006.  It appears that the principal issue is related to accountability.  Jeff noted, 
however, that building workers are issued cards that allow them to bypass security, and accountability does not appear 
to raise an issue in their situation.   Tom Verge noted that by allowing attorneys to bypass security, the County would 
recognize cost savings by reducing the number of security personnel required.  It was also suggested that attorneys 
would likely agree to cover any costs related to issuance of security cards.  Jeff asked that anyone with ideas or sugges-
tions that he could bring to the January 19 meeting forward them to him via e-mail. 

F. LAW Advocates: Kirsten Barron drew Commissioner Simmer�s name as the winner for the December Pro 
Bono Prize. 

G. Acknowledgements: Jeff Lustick acknowledged the 2005 Board of Directors, and presented the President�s 
Plaque to past President, Elizabeth Li.  He also acknowledged �treasurers-in-fact� Jackie Penley and Lynn McKinster, 
with a $50 gift certificate for each of them to Anthony�s.  He also presented plaques to Sally Quinn, past Treasurer, 
who was not present and which Amy Robinson accepted on Sally�s behalf; and to Junga Subedar, past Secretary, who 
also was not present, and which Elizabeth Li accepted on Junga�s behalf. 
IV. Announcements:  

A. Newsletter Editor Mike Heatherly apologized for the Newsletter�s late delivery, which was due to the holidays, 
and encouraged everyone to submit articles to him for publication in the newsletter. 

B. Dannon Traxler, President of the Whatcom County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers, announced that 
the next Chapter meeting would be held on Wednesday, January 18, 2006, and reminded everyone to pay their dues. 

C. Judge Snyder reminded everyone that high school mock trials are on Saturday, February 11, 2006.  He asked for 
volunteers to act as raters, and passed around a sign-up form. 

D. Jeff Lustick announced that the LAW Advocates Board of Director�s Meeting will be held in conjunction with 
the next WCBA meeting.  
V. Monthly Guest Speaker:  Jeff introduced guest-speaker Michael Knapp, J.D., who is presently Chief of Police for 
the City of Ferndale.  Chief Knapp took his J.D. at Santa Clara University before beginning an extensive career with the 
FBI in Washington, D.C., primarily under President J. Edgar Hoover.  He later became Police Chief for the City of Me-
dina.  
VI. Adjournment:  Jeff Lustick adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:15, until the next meeting, which will be 
held on February 1, 2006. 

Whatcom County Bar Association Monthly Meeting 
January 4, 2006, Northwood Hall, Bellingham, Washington 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to 
see what�s going on.  So does everyone else.  If you 
have a service to offer to your colleagues in the 
local legal community � or if you just want to 
show off � you won�t find a cheaper, easier way to 
do it. 

1/2 

1/4 
1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 

2.46�H x 3.86�W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 

5.00�H x 3.86� W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 

5.00� H x 7.90� W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 

10.00� H x 7.90� W 

insert . . . $125/mo. 

(you provide 325 inserts) 

And it�s easy to place your ad 

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .doc, MS Publisher 
.pub, .JPG, .GIF or .pdf file to: 

northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

We�ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the 
ad if you know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you 
want.  Questions?  E-mail Editor Mike Heatherly at the 
above e-mail address, or call (360) 312-5156. 
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Your clients selling business and invest-
ment property may benefit from a §1031 
tax-deferred exchange. 

Dennis R. Williams, of DRW Exchange, Inc., 
has extensive expertise as a qualified inter-
mediary in all types of exchanges, including 
reverse and improvement exchanges. 

Refer your clients for an explanation of 
§1031 tax-deferred exchanges. 

http://
www.drwexchangeinc.com 

Bellingham Towers Suite 1340 
119 North Commercial            
Bellingham, WA 98225 

• MEDIATION 

• ARBITRATION 

(360) 312-5156 northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

N OR THW ES T D IS PU T E RE S OL U T ION  GR OU P 

Judge Moynihan Judge Nichols 

Loch Clark Mike Heatherly Karlene Weiland 

Our local judges 
and  attorneys will 
help you resolve 
your case through 
mediation or arbi-
tration.   Call or e-
mail us for more 
information. 

Save your client time and money 

. . . and spare a trip to Seattle 
Guardian Ad Litem Services  

For Family Law Cases 

David A. Nelson 

Member of the Whatcom County Guard-
ian ad Litem Registry, and able to serve 
as a Guardian ad Litem in matters un-

der R.C.W. Chapter 26 
Timely and fully cited reports that fulfill the 

court mandate in a definitive manner.  
Please contact my office for fee schedule, 

references & report sample 
 

David A. Nelson 
1811 �C� Street, Bellingham, WA 98225 

Tel:  676-9974 / Fax: 676-9978 
E-mail: nelson@nbf-law.com 

• Available as co-counsel or on contract in any 
case involving general civil litigation 

• Accepting referral, and available as co-
counsel, in all personal injury cases 

(360) 312-5156 
northwestdrg@mhpro57.com 

ATTORNEY MICHAEL HEATHERLY 

If you need a hand with any civil litigation or 
have a PI case to refer out, I can help.  I have 14 
years� litigation experience, including nine as a 
name partner in my prior firm.  I have handled ap-
proximately 1,000 P.I. cases, from small-value 
claims to those reaching over a half million dollars.  
Besides auto accidents I have litigated cases involv-
ing product and premises liability as well as com-
plex work-site accidents. 

I am independent and do not have a general 
practice.  If you refer clients to me for litigation, I 
won�t �steal� them for other work.  If you have a 
potential case you would like to discuss, I�d be 
happy to talk, confidentially and at no charge. 

114 W. Magnolia St. Ste. 104 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
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Bellingham Municipal Court has been selected by the Washington State Office of Public Defense 
(OPD) to receive $335,000 in state funds for a pilot program to ease public defense caseloads and en-
hance public defense services. 

State officials said Bellingham Municipal Court was selected, in part, because they felt that with the 
limited funds available Bellingham could become a model for how public defense services should be 
provided in a busy municipal court.  

�Bellingham Municipal Court has a commitment to maximize fairness and due process, and we are 
glad the Court requested to participate in this pilot program,� said OPD Director Joanne Moore. The 
spirit of cooperation displayed by Judge Debra Lev, Commissioner Pete Smiley, and the City Prosecu-
tor�s Office were also cited as reasons for the selection. 

Municipal Court Judge Debra Lev said the additional funds will support additional staff attorneys to 
represent accused persons.  The attorneys will be assisted by other newly funded staff, including a full-
time investigator, a part-time social worker and a part-time paralegal. Under the pilot program, the 
caseloads of the public defenders in Bellingham Municipal Court will be reduced with the goal of meet-
ing recognized caseload standards. 

The pilot program, which is administered by the OPD, is a result of Senate Bill 5454, passed last 
session by the State Legislature to create a dedicated funding source to support trial level court opera-
tions, including the enhancement of public defense services. 

State officials said they considered funding numerous other municipal courts and county district 
courts.  However, it was determined that the problems surrounding public defense services facing 
many of those other courts were too overwhelming to be addressed by the limited funds available for a 
pilot program.   

Public defense services at the Bellingham Municipal Court are provided by Bellingham Assigned 
Counsel, P.S., headed by Daniel S. McGreevy.  The Office of Public Defense and Bellingham As-
signed Counsel will work jointly to monitor and enhance those public defense services. The program 
began December 1, 2005 and will last through June, 2007. 

Judge Lev said the court has already seen significant benefits in the first thirty days of the pilot pro-
gram, and that these additional services have been well received by the public. 

 

For more information contact: Bellingham Municipal Court Judge Debra Lev or Judicial Services 
Director Linda Storck, 676-6978, or Joanne Moore, Director, Washington State Office of Public De-
fense, 360-586-3164. 
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Late-breaking news from Municipal Court: 

Municipal Court granted funds to enhance public defense services 


