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Whatcom County Bar Takes Over the State 
 

This is a big month for our local bar. On September 26
th
, 

Rajeev Majumdar will be sworn in as President of the 
Washington State Bar Association. It would be difficult to 
practice law anywhere in Whatcom County and not know 
Rajeev. Since 2008, he has practiced with the Law Offices 
of Roger Ellingson. In addition to his private practice, 
Rajeev has served as the prosecutor for Blaine, the Belling-
ham Mental Health Diversion Court, and Nooksack Nation. 
He is an adjunct professor at Western Washington University and currently sits on 
the Board of Directors for LAW Advocates. And, of course, Rajeev is an active mem-
ber of our organization. Of all of our members, his practice is one of the most evenly 
distributed across the entire county.  
 
Rajeev’s presidency also holds some historical significance for our local bar as he 
will be only the second Whatcom County attorney ever to serve as President of the 
WSBA in its 133-year history (the other was George McCush in 1965). His role will 
build on the important Whatcom County connection at the state bar that already ex-
ists, as Terra Nevitt, former executive director of LAW Advocates in Bellingham, is 
the current interim executive director of the WSBA. Rajeev brings our small town, 
small firm perspective to state bar. The WSBA will hear more of that perspective next 
year in person, as Rajeev will bring the WSBA’s Board of Governors to Whatcom 
County for a public meeting in May 2020. 
 
Rajeev takes the helm at a pivotal time for the WSBA with a restructuring of the state 
bar currently consideration and with rapidly changing technology continuing to influ-
ence the legal industry in general. His objectives will be to further transparency at 
the WSBA, further its responsiveness to members, and enhance the delivery of legal 
services to the public. You will hear details from Rajeev himself in his introductory ar-
ticle that will be published this month in NW Lawyer Magazine.  
 

The swearing in will take place at the 2019 Apex Awards banquet on September 26
th
 

(see event information here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-wsba-apex-awards-
dinner-tickets-62666832182?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.  

Ziad Youssef is currently coordinating an informal group of local attorneys to attend 
the event with more details on those efforts to follow. On behalf of the Whatcom 
County Bar Association, we congratulate and wish the best of luck to one of our own, 
Rajeev Majumdar! 

The President’s Column 
By Nick Fay, WCBA President 2019 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-wsba-apex-awards-dinner-tickets-62666832182?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-wsba-apex-awards-dinner-tickets-62666832182?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
mailto:mytrafficman@gmail.com
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Rest in Peace  
Matt Peach, WSBA# 4095 

Matt’s photo from the Whatcom County 
Bar’s 1992 Pictorial Yearbook 

 

Remembrances 
By Andy Peach 
 
 I have been a lawyer for more than 40 years. My father Sam was a lawyer for more than 50 
years and my brother Matt for 45 years. Matt died on July 25th, 2019.  Sam and Matt were two law-
yers that probably had the greatest impact on my law practice. My Dad loved being a lawyer and I 
suspect that my brother Matt did too.  Matt died from cancer.  So did my Dad.  Matt’s  greatest tal-
ent was his ability to humanize his clients. He had a power of persuasion that made him an unparal-
leled advocate for his clients.  He was smart and efficient.  On occasion I would phone Matt or his 
long time legal assistant Erin O'Malley and ask them for legal advice as my criminal defense prac-
tice waned.  They knew stuff you could not get from books. They knew people.  They knew judges 
and prosecutors. They understood the system.  Matt was able to empathize with his clients and his 
clients believed that Matt cared about what happened to them. 
 
 Matt was born in St. Joes Hospital when it was on Forest St  in   Bellingham. He was a sassy 
handsome teenager who was 6’4”, when he graduated from high school. Captain of the tennis team 
and the first  Bellingham team in decades to make it to the state tournament.  When he was in law 
school he had an African Parrot, Russian Wolfhound and a monkey.  He was the only person that I 
ever knew that had a monkey.   
 
 Matt was married a number of times.  The longest and most successful was to Jung Sook 
Peach (Kim).  Matt had two children with Jung, Joey and Katie. Matt has a grandchild, Jason Alex-
ander.  Matt has two step-children who are also successful adults, Emilio and Marilena.   
  
Matt had a wicked sense of humor and a genuine charm. He lived a full and sometimes complicated 
life and I will miss him. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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——————————— 
By Jill Bernstein  
 
 My first memory of Matt comes from the early 1980's when I was a very new lawyer in 
Bellingham.   He arrived at a Public Defender picnic dressed in black leather from head to toe 
with a black leather cap looking like no lawyer that I had ever known.   Over the years,  I got to 
know this interesting, indeed unique man.  I got to know him as deeply generous, deeply caring 
and with emotions that were deep and sincere.    He will be missed.    
 

——————————— 
By Doug Hyldahl 
 
 While I was still in law school, I knew I wanted to practice in Whatcom County. Figuring 
at least one of the areas I’d work in was criminal law, I told some of my high school buddies 
about that. I asked them if they knew or had heard of any criminal lawyers in the county. The on-
ly name I heard was Matt’s. He was a bit of a legend. I didn’t know why. Then. I do now. 
 
 In criminal defense, equally important as the willingness and knowledge of how to litigate 
is the ability to persuade the powers that be. I’ve never seen anyone equal to Matt when it came 
to the ability to humanize his or her clients. I think Matt’s ability to do that stemmed from his un-
flinching honesty, not only about who his clients were, but who he was, and who we all are. That 
honesty gave him credibility and respect with prosecutors, and his clients benefited.  
 
 It is difficult to talk about Matt’s professional life without mentioning Bill Johnston. Matt 
and Bill, staunchly supported and lent aid to the young lawyers at the public defender’s office. 
They also gave the state fits on occasion. Bill was, and remains, one of the best appellate attor-
neys I’ve ever met, and combines that with an independence and zealousness in his trial practice 
that is matched by few others. Matt was the other side of the equation, and together they were a 
formidable team. See In Re Armed Robbery, 99 Wn.2d 106 (1983). 
 
 Matty will be greatly missed. He brought a love and understanding of humanity to his 
practice that few do. All of clients, no matter what they are accused of doing, are human and 
have good in them. No one was better than Matt at showing that to the powers that be.   
 

——————————— 
By Erin K. Maier (also Known over the years as Erin O’Malley, and Erin Stewart) 
 
 Matthew Peach was a real person to his clients, not just their attorney. Matt saw people as 
they were, not just as clients but as human beings. He spent a great deal of time talking with peo-
ple who were struggling with addiction issues and trying to figure out not just the best course of 
action legally but also for their life. I was privileged enough to watch some clients go through 
Drug Court graduations and have clients come back several years later and say how much better 
their lives were now that they were clean and sober. He also continued to help people and fami-
lies that could no longer afford private counsel by speaking with them and helping them connect 
with their public defenders. 
 
 Matt also did a great deal of listening to family law clients and being sympathetic but firm 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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regarding what the court would take into consideration. He was honest with his clients in family law 
and custody cases and while being sympathetic, he let them know that some issues were not appro-
priate to bring up in legal cases. He truly wanted the best for his clients, and sometimes had to be 
reminded that not all decisions would be favorable to our clients and he could only do the best we 
could with what we had been told by our clients. I know that over the years some of our clients died 
due to addiction issues and while that is a reality it was always apparent that he was very sad when 
it happened. 
 
 Early on in my career working for Matt Peach I learned that he had great compassion for peo-
ple even when they could not really afford to pay him. I first learned this, as he showed his compas-
sion by cleaning out the room in an old run-down hotel of a fisherman lost at sea. The family was 
far away and could not get here and the things were staying in this rundown hotel and the bill was 
accumulating. His compassion also showed through in a vehicular homicide case which caused tre-
mendous pain to a family. 
 
 Over the years, Matt represented several people who were indigent or could pay very little. I 
specifically remember one person who paid $5 a month for many years, on a driving under the in-
fluence charge because they had no money. This was a person who worked a job but only for mini-
mum-wage and they paid him off completely. There were several clients like that over the years, in 
both criminal and family law cases that Matt just wanted to help. 
 
 In speaking with a member of the community recently they remembered serving on a jury 
when Matt was a defense attorney. The thing that they remembered most was that Matt Peach 
seemed like a real person, he wore a suit and tie, but they were not perfect sometimes the collar 
wasn’t all the way down, even though often one of us in the office has tried to straighten it before 
he left for court. They remembered their experience on that jury because they didn’t feel spoken 
down to or that Mr. Peach was doing anything other than representing his client and felt his client 
was a human being and not below Mr. Peach in social status or as a person.  
 
 I always considered Matt as much more than a boss, he was family to me. I could come to 
him when I was having difficulty in my personal life, and he would make time to talk to me. My 
ideas regarding cases and office procedure were respected and heard. I enjoyed getting to watch his 
children grow up and I know how much he loved them. I will miss him, and I feel privileged to 
have worked for him for 25 years. 
 

——————————— 
By Judge Michael Bobbink 
 
 I always considered Matt a close friend. I smile when I think of him, which is often. From 
softball to Court Matt always created a lightness that improved what was going on.  I saw him often 
from the bench over my 30 years as a Municipal Court Judge since he would represent anyone-and 
do it well.  
 
 He made my working life easier and more pleasant and showed his clients as the real people 
they were, hopefully helping them being a Counselor in the best way and by humanizing the pro-
cess and helping me make good decisions.  We had fun at work and at play.  Funny, warm, loving.  
God I miss him. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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——————————— 
 
By Rajeev Majumdar 
 
 Matt Peach.  So unlike all the previous commenters, I only knew Matt a little over a decade, 
as opposed to multiple decades.  Still, for me Matt was important, and an important example of a 
number of virtues that many of us hold dear. 
 
 In putting this issue together, I had the opportunity to speak to a lot of his old colleagues, 
friends, the prior commenters, and his long-time legal collaborator (or conspirator depending on 
who is telling the story) and friend Bill Johnston.  I heard a lot of great stories that I can’t print, but 
there was one persistent theme through all of them, and that theme was one that was in accordance 
with my experience with Matt: his perpetual and tenacious love of other people, especially the 
downtrodden and those who had “made mistakes.” 
 
 I first met Matt in Whatcom District Court in the fall of 2018, as I flailed around looking lost 
and bewildered until he rescued me and gently oriented me to the way the system works.  Over the 
years I had him as opposing counsel on many of family law matters and criminal law matters.  I 
never had an uncivil case with him, even when we were in deep disagreement—he always started 
each phone call with “How are you, my friend?”   
 
 He was a true advocate.  He advocated for those who had messed up endless times, and truly 
believed in redemption… that all people no matter how many mistakes they had made could be re-
deemed if given trust, assistance, and mercy.  He painted each of his clients as a human being with 
failures, warts, and foibles unhidden, but also with tales of obstacles, efforts and virtues.  And, 
Matt wasn’t just saying these things, he believed his clients could succeed and overcome.  He nev-
er gave up on them– though he would allege to me that he would read them the riot act in person.  I 
could believe that because he would often call other attorneys with his clients in the room with him 
and describe them without pulling any punches.  He also achieved more negotiation with a smile 
and a handshake than any other attorney I know. 
 
 Matt was a part of the Whatcom County Bar’s cultural fabric.  He was here during its wild 
peak of excesses, and was part of  his father Sam Peach’s great legacy, giving us Matt, his brother 
Andy, and Andy’s daughter Maggie.  I had for some time been trying to plan a dinner with the 
three of the them to talk about Sam Peach for the bar news, but it looks like that is not to be for 
Matt and I.  I often invited him to events, but when I knew Matt he was a sober person and studi-
ously avoided events where alcohol would be present– for someone who loved people so much, his 
self-control and discipline on this point should be admired. 
 
 To me Matt represented the best of civility and kindness; and while I hope we can all re-
member his example and emulate that, I am not sure any of us are currently meeting the level of 
greatness he took those virtues to. 
 
 Matt Peach, you will be missed.  I hope you are at peace my friend. 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per -
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of 
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, 
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek  and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/  

FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT  Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving down-
town, leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work 
space, and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com 

Notice from 
Skagit County Superior Court 

 
 Skagit Superior Court is temporarily suspending the Friday 1:30pm Domestic Motions Calen-
dar due to Judicial unavailability.  
 
 I have deleted the Friday 1:30pm Domestic Motions sessions in Odyssey from August 2nd 
through September 27th and any Note for Calendars requesting the 1:30pm time slot will not be dock-
eted.  
 
 Please note that emergency hearings can be added to the 9:30am Domestic Motions sessions by 
Court Order even if that session is full. A notice is being posted on the Superior Court Website.  
 
 I apologize for the inconvenience. Any questions on this temporary suspension should be ad-
dressed to Michelle Cook, Superior Court Manager at mjcook@co.skagit.wa.us 
 
Michelle Cook 
Superior Court Manager 
205 W. Kincaid Street, Room 202 
Mount Vernon, WA. 98273 
(360) 416-1207 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
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Todd Allen, Rajeev Majumdar, & Jennifer Slattery 
present: 

The 6
th

 Annual Family Law Summer BBQ 
 
Proclamation for party on:  Sunday, September 8, 2019 at noon.  (note: we moved to a new date!) 
 

To All Who Practice the Esteemed Art of Domestic Relations Law (and 
allied/interested individuals, bar members, paralegals, and judicial offic-
ers): 
 
From time-to-time, for the good of the profession, for the good of our-
selves, and for a little delightful hedonism, the Whatcom County Family 
Law Bar should meet and enjoy each other's company under most ami-
cable circumstances. 
 
With that in mind, I call you to our SIXTH ANNUAL GATHERING locat-
ed at the private sanctuary of Rajeev Majumdar (in Bellingham, not 
Blaine!). 
 
We will have hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages both alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic.  It would be great if you could bring a side, vegetarian 
alternatives,  drink(s) to share or a dessert(s).  Did I mention drinks to 
share?  That would be good. 

 
I will also try to send out an Evite to last year’s invitees, but understand I am really terrible at it; 
and always leave important people off; you really ought to contact me. 
 
This event shall be known as “The Great 2019 Conclave of Domestic Relations Practitioners.”   
All legal disputes,1 weapons and frowns will be left in the gatehouse before crossing the bridge.  
The bridge to cross is located at the Fortress of Solitude, located at 4029 Willowbrook Lane in Bel-
lingham.  
 

Répondez s'il vous plait to Rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 2  

      ~R! 
 
 

Endnotes 
1– This includes disputes over theory between traditional and collaborative law practitioners! 
 
2– I’ll probably respond by sending you an evite so I can try to make the food calculations correct, 
but I understand not everyone’s computers are evite friendly, so when you RSVP, please give me a 
body count if you are bringing a retinue. 

mailto:rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
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Report on Cuba 
By Michael Kleps 
 

My family and I returned in June from a nine month 
sailing trip on and around the East coast US.  Rajeev 
asked me to write up any insights into the justice sys-
tem I gleaned during our trip to Cuba.  Below is my re-
port. 
 
After officials from five different departments cleared 
us and our vessel for entry, I towed our 30’ sailboat 
behind our 8’ rowing dinghy to our assigned spot in 
the marina.  On our 90 mile passage over from the Dry 
Tortugas National Park our fuel got fouled and our en-

gine stopped working.  The next morning a mechanic helped clean out the fuel tank.  What I paid 
him may be more than he could otherwise make in a year but I was happy.   
 
The US embargo on Cuba has thoroughly held the country back.  Apparently, when the USSR col-
lapsed in the 1990s, Cuba became especially isolated.  There was so little access to fuel then that 
drivers were required by law to pick up hitch hikers.   
 
There are spectacular buildings in Havana, aged but otherwise frozen in time since the 1950’s.  We 
saw many beautiful classic cars and the mechanics in back yards keeping them running.  The re-
duced industry has kept Cuban farms and coasts pristine, like nowhere else in the world.  We felt 
safe walking anywhere at any time.  Some people looked subdued about their prospects but oth-
erwise well nourished, well educated, and medically provided for.  Use of AirBNB’s, internet and 
phones are bustling in Cuba.  There are very few product options on the shelves in stores but stall 
type food markets are very popular.  People seem to spend a lot of time waiting in lines… at the 
ATM, at the store, at the bank, for buses.   
 
Unfortunately, I did not manage to visit a judicial building or legal professional as I hoped.  I did 
read a local newspaper touting that significantly more judges in Cuba are female than male.  I also 
tried to strike up conversations about systems in Cuba but I found people reserved and I expect 
legal professionals too may have been hesitant to talk candidly with me.   
 
The level of friendliness in Cuba is amazing when you consider there are monuments and displays 
talking about CIA attempts to assassinate Fidel Castro and other efforts by the US to basically cut 
the country off.  The future looked promising in Cuba after Obama visited there in early 2016 but 
under Trump policies and during our visit the marina looked very empty. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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I will wind up my thoughts with the most powerful moment of the trip for me.  Our group was 
chatting on a distinctly non-touristy beach with a worker who was cleaning up after a large winter 
storm.  The worker was taking a break from carrying buckets of sand to a concrete project and was 
making a pile of shells with my 2 year old daughter.   
 
We were all feeling relaxed at the end of the day, when my six year old son came yelping and hob-
bling out from behind the rock mound he had been playing on.  His foot was bleeding heavily from 
under his two little toes where there was a deep cut from broken glass.  He tends to bounce back 
but here he looked panicked.  I picked him up and walked toward the town, which was a few blocks 
away.  At the main road someone gave us a lift to a nearby medical clinic.   I walked in and a nurse 
had my son lay on a metal table.  She opened some first aid supplies that looked organized and ster-
ile, although they were packaged in what looked like folded, brown paper.  She cleaned the wound 
with iodine, injected a local anesthetic, knotted in three stiches, and gave instructions on cleaning 
and treating the wound.  The whole process was about 15 minutes, she refused offers of payment 
and did not ask for any information from us.  With its lines, bureaucracy and 50 year embargo strug-
gle, we are happy to report Cuba was a shining example on health care.   
 
Editor’s Note:  Michael  has returned to his practice helping families and individuals 
face legal challenges related to death, aging and disability. He focuses his practice in the 
areas of Wills, Trusts, Estates, and Elder Law at Carmichael Clark in Bellingham. 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Buying Your First Home 
 

Attorney Brian Brunkow is putting on a pro bono workshop on 9/14 through the Whatcom County 
library from 3:00pm - 4:00pm at the North Fork Branch.   
 
The workshop covers first time home buyer protections - drop 1,500 pages of real estate and mort-
gage docs on a busy client and they won't read it. Goal is to identity and explain key real estate and 
mortgage doc buyer protections, explain key investment ratios, and cover why mortgage fraud is a 
bad life choice.  
 
Buying & closing on that first house is not easy. It is expensive, stressful, and complex. During this 
workshop, attorney Brian Brunkow will clear up common misconceptions about the home buying 
process: where to find buyer protections in the purchase agreement and addendums; how to under-
stand and use key investment ratios; questions to ask potential lenders for due diligence; and the im-
portance of having a strategy to handle buyer’s remorse.  
 
Brunkow is a Northwest native and graduate from Seattle University School of Law. He will share 
his extensive housing and mortgage compliance experience in both boom and bust markets. 

https://wcls.libcal.com/event/5524545
https://wcls.libcal.com/event/5524545


 

ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 

By Scott Railton                  Cascadia Cross-Border Law             srailton@cascadia.com 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                                      
www.cascadia.com 

 

In The Era of Immigration Law Being Front Page News Daily 
 
Immigration makes front page news almost daily, these days. Here are a few things that came up 
this past month, which could impact your clients. 
 
On 7/22/19, the Administration announced it will expand the use of expedited removal to 
persons who have been in the U.S. for two years or less, in any location in the U.S. Previous-
ly, expedited removal was reserved for persons within who entered within 14 days, and the geo-
graphic area was limited to within 100 miles of the Canadian and Mexican borders.  
 
  Expedited removal allows CBP and ICE agents to deport persons who enter or seek to enter the 
United States without proper documents or by fraud. The “expedited” part of the removal means 
that rank and file officers in these agencies can make a decision on removal, without review by a 
judge. Unaccompanied minors are not impacted by the new rule, nor are persons who have an ar-
ticulable, credible fear of return to their home country.  
 
   Many advise undocumented persons to gather up evidence to prove they’ve been in the United 
States for more than two years, in case they encounter an ICE agent. Such preparations may be 
sufficient to satisfy an officer, on the spot, that expedited removal is not in the picture. 
 
   Most local expedited removal cases arise at the U.S.-Canada border, when someone makes a 
misrepresentation on entry. A typical case involves someone saying they are going shopping, when 
in fact they are seeking entry for a work-related purpose. An expedited removal finding at the bor-
der is an automatic five-year ban. Waivers are available, technically, but can be hard to obtain. Oc-
casionally, orders are issued in error, and can be reversed, but this is unusual. We expect to see 
more of these in the coming year. 
 
   Also, noteworthy this month: airport preclearance operations in Canada now have the authority 
to use expedited removal, even though a person isn’t on U.S. soil, as Canada ceded this authority 
to the U.S. by passage of the Preclearance Act. Previously, expedited removal was reserved for 
persons on U.S. soil. 
 
On 8/7/19, ICE raided chicken processing plants in Mississippi, arresting 680 factory work-
ers as allegedly undocumented. So far, no charges have been levied on the employers, but the 
agency continues to issue indictments against the workers. The pros/cons of raids have been dis-
cussed at length in the news. Locally, we are seeing an increase in I-9 enforcement actions. Cas-
cadia did a presentation on I-9s, E-Verify, and Social Security No-Match letters for Bellingham’s 
Chamber of Commerce this month. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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On 8/14/19, USCIS announced a new public charge rule. In the past, a showing of income of 
125% of the federal poverty level, plus a binding commitment by a sponsor(s), was sufficient to 
overcome concerns that a person might become a public charge.  
 
   It looks like things are going to get a lot more complicated, going forward, with an application 
process something akin to getting a first mortgage.  
 
 The new rule weighs in at over 800 pages and the Feds estimate it will take 16 to 20 hours to read. 
The new process takes a hard look at prior use of public benefits. Persons using a broad range of 
public benefits in the past three years might run into immigration troubles. Consequently, there is 
much fear and confusion about the rule and the use of public benefits. The drafting of the rule has 
been accurately been called “sloppy” and “rushed,” with many unintended consequences, such as 
its adverse impact on military families. States and non-profits have sued to enjoin the action. The 
rule takes effect on October 15th. Persons who file before then can avoid all the new red tape. 
 
On 8/23/19, DHS and HHS published a new rule in the Federal Register which will allows 
DHS to hold families in detention for far longer than 20 days. The rule intends to do away 
with the 1997 court-ordered “Flores agreement,” which required the government to keep children 
in the least restrictive setting and to release them as soon as possible, and generally within 20 
days. This is sure to lead to further action in court. The government has said the regulations will 
promote higher standards in detention, through regular public audits, while immigrant rights advo-
cates have voiced strong opposition, alleging child abuse, government support for the prison in-
dustry, and contempt of court.  

(Continued from page 12) 

Thanks to email error, California bar exam questions were exposed in advance 
 
Excerpted from Article by by Stephanie Francis Ward on the ABA Journal 
 
When California bar exam test-takers received an email July 27, listing the topics to be covered on the 
upcoming state bar exam, many of them thought it was a hoax. 
 
It turns out that email, which was sent by the State Bar of California, was legitimate. The State Bar of 
California annually invites a rotating group of law school deans to attend a bar exam grading session—
after the bar is administered—and that communication accidentally went out to 16 law schools July 25, 
five days before the exam starts, according to a press release from the state bar. … 
 
The essay question areas will be civil procedure, remedies and constitutional law, criminal law and 
procedure and professional responsibility and contracts, with the performance test focused on writing 
an objective memo on evidence, the bar wrote in an email, Above the Law reports. The state bar told 
the Recorder that it will launch an investigation as to how the mistake was made. 
 
Most law school academic services professors don’t think that the disclosure will make much of a dif-
ference for test-takers taking the bar exam July 30 and 31.  “There’s just not enough time,” says Mario 
Mainero, a law professor at Chapman University, which has locations in Irvine and Orange, California. 
His work focuses on academic achievement and bar preparation.   ... 
 
Full Story: Here. 

http://www.abajournal.com/web/article/thanks-to-mistake-those-sitting-for-california-bar-now-know-essay-question-topics
http://www.abajournal.com/web/article/thanks-to-mistake-those-sitting-for-california-bar-now-know-essay-question-topics
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FAIRHAVEN  
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT 
 
Brett McCandlis Brown & 
Conner is moving downtown, 
leaving their 2400 square foot 
suite with 7 offices, large con-
ference room, reception area, 
work space, and 2 bathrooms.   
 
Can be subdivided.  
 
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-
9101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com 
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Michael Kleps practices in the areas of Wills, Trusts, Estates and Elder Law.  He is back full time at 
Carmichael Clark, P.S. after a nine month sailing adventure on the east coast US, Bahamas and Cuba.   
 
His family found living and traveling on a 30’ sailboat to have quite a learning curve between keeping 
an eye on the weather, navigating waters, finding safe places to anchor, and keeping their floating tiny 
home working.  
 
Highlights of the trip were a passage to Cuba via the Dry Tor-
tugas National Park, two months in the Bahamas and traveling 
the full length of the Intercostal Waterway from Key West to 
Annapolis, MD in Chesapeake Bay.  Other notes from the trip 
are at https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/. 
 
“I think we will always treasure the rich family experiences, 
making a dream come true and so much time in nature, how-
ever, we are glad to be back among friends, family and rou-
tines at home,” says Michael Kleps.   

https://www.carmichaelclark.com/attorneys/michael-t-kleps/
https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC  
 

Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has 
joined the firm as an associate attorney.  
 
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experi-
ence handling serious felonies at the Whatcom 
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US 
District Court, and for the Federal Public De-
fenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal ca-
reer, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter 
during which time he won an Emmy for his 
work.  
 
Jackson’s practice includes 
defense of individuals ac-
cused of criminal conduct, 
appellate work, employment 
actions, wrongful discrimina-
tion, civil rights, and vacat-
ing criminal convictions. 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 

You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


