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Where Does all the Money Go?  

  

 
  
 Tax Day has recently come and gone and now that the mad scramble to submit the vari-

ous forms is over it gives me time to reflect more generally on a subject which causes so much 

unhappiness to me and my fellow citizens.  Rare is the person who is perfectly happy to pay 

taxes.  Personally, I am not antagonistic to paying my share for services that benefit our com-

munity.   Nonetheless, as I have transitioned in my career from a salaried employee whose tax-

es are remitted in regular monthly deductions to self-employment where I am responsible for 

calculating and paying taxes deliberately, is it hard for me to completely ignore the full costs of 

our tax burden.   

 This year, scratching my check to the IRS was more difficult as I am not particularly 

thrilled about funding the actions our government is currently taking.  I pondered whether I 

was paying for ICE raids.  If my dollars were funding security details for Trump’s millionaire 

children or leisure travel for Trump and his wife. I wondered how many of my tax dollars 

would ultimately fund a useless border wall.  And yet nearly every important issue which faces 

this Bar ultimately comes down to funding.  Law enforcement, court congestion, access to jus-

tice are all intrinsically linked to government funding.  Clarity is particularly difficult to come 

by in a noisy partisan conversation about taxes and government spending.   

 However, recently former Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer took a break from running the 

Los Angeles Clippers (should be a resurrected SuperSonics, that will be next month’s article) 

to spend 10 million dollars creating a website that tracks tax expenditures, https://

www.usafacts.org.   In a clear, corporate annual report style, government spending, both state 

and federal, is broken down.  The site also tracks various relevant government statistics such as 

crime and demographics.  Ultimately, the hope is that everyone will be able to swiftly evaluate 

not only government expenditures but the impact of those expenditures on things like poverty 

or crime rates.  Real information like this is not only interesting, but helps us focus on what 

funding debates are really worth having with those on the other side of the aisle.  It is not in-

conceivable that this kind of data tracking could trickle down to the local and county level and 

all of us could get valuable insights on innovations in law enforcement, courts, and access to 

justice.  Maybe even more importantly, clear information makes scratching out that check a lit-

tle easier.            

The President’s Column 
  By David Brown, WCBA President 2017 
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Eric Weight, R.I.P. 
Official Obituary 
Originally Published in Bellingham Herald on Mar. 25, 2017 
 
Eric Michael Weight, age 51, passed away on Wednesday, March 22, 
2017, in Bellingham, from injuries sustained in a bicycle accident.  
 
He was born on July 8, 1965 to Yvonne Weight Callahan (the late 
Vince Callahan) and Forrest F. Weight (Virginia). He is survived by his 
brother Christopher F. Weight (Karin) and sister Elizabeth Weight 
(Jeff) and his six children, Haidyn Chloe, Gabriel Clay and Skyler 
Caedmon (and their mother, Kirsten D. Barron) and by Lily Celia, Ot-
to Cash and Iker Costello Weight and their mother and his wife, Laura 
A. Weight. He is also survived by his nieces and nephews, Margaret 
Watts, Cailyn Smith, Zander Weight, Corwin and Fiona Dark.  
 
Eric graduated from TC William High School in Alexandria, Virginia 
in 1983, and from St. Lawrence University in 1987. After college, Eric 
traveled extensively throughout Asia. He then graduated from the University of Richmond Law 
School in 1991, after which he practiced law with his mother, Yvonne, in Alexandria, Virginia, from 
1991 to 1995. He moved with his former wife Kirsten to Washington state in 1995. Eric initially 
worked in the Whatcom County public defender's office until 2005, when he and Laura opened the 
law firm of Weight Law Offices.  
 
Eric was a Daddy Extraordinaire, Baby Whisperer, biker and skier, friend and attorney. A remem-
brance for Eric will be held at the Bellingham Ferry Terminal on Sunday, March 26th from 1:00-4:00 
p.m. In lieu of flowers, please make donations in Eric's name to Montessori at Samish Woods (the 
school that has nurtured and continues to nurture his children) or LAW Advocates, our local civil legal 
aid organization that does the most important work for our community: www.samishwoods.org and 
www.lawadvocates.org. To share your memories of Eric, please visit molesfarewelltributes.com  
 

 
The Eulogy 
 
Editor’s Note:  I think this Eulogy reminds us that we all had a life before being a lawyer; we all have 
a story.  It was written by John Norris, a dear friend of Eric’s, and it was read at his burial.  John is 
an author, who most recently published Mary McGregor, “a wildly entertaining biography of the trail-
blazing Washington DC columnist and the first women to win the Pulitzer Prize for commentary.”  He 
works as senior fellow at the Center for American Progress in Washington DC.  
 
I first met Eric at St. Lawrence University, a scrap of a school in the furthest tundra of Upstate, New York. 

My first impression of Eric was exotic. 

He was from the South. 

He rowed crew. 
(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.samishwoods.org/
http://www.lawadvocates.org/
molesfarewelltributes.com


WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  MAY  2017  PAGE 4  

His hair style was some curious cross between a Mohawk and a pompadour, part Johnny Rotten, part Lyle 
Lovett. 

He owned seersucker. 

He owned tie-dyes. 

He might have had a seersucker tie-dye for all I know. 

He was finicky about his gear, gadgets, and coffee. 

He was sharp and engaging. His laughter was inviting. 

Our friendship was forever cemented on a spring day – and spring in Canton, New York is used only in the 
loosest of terms – our freshmen year. 

I was headed out on a crazy, ill-planned, enormous road trip the next day. 

I walked up to Eric as he played Frisbee and asked if he wanted to go along. 

Without missing a beat, or missing a throw, he simply asked when we would be leaving. The whole exchange 
didn’t last more than 30  seconds. 

Because that is who Eric was. 

He approached adventure, and most of life, with open arms. 

And on that road trip, and scores more, I crisscrossed the country with Eric, we backpacked mountain trails, 
rode our bikes everywhere we could, and stopped in the strangest little towns we could find hoping to stumble 
across the outlandish and arcane. We took to the open road like it was salvation itself. 

And amid all those miles, and occasional misadventures, Eric and his family took me in like one of their own. 

Because that is who Eric was, and that is who they are. 

I was welcome at every table, and encouraged to wade into every debate – of which there were a few. 

And the family was so incredibly kind to me. Yvonne, Kirsten, Laura, everyone. 

I can tell you there are not many families that still embrace you after you put your foot through their ceiling. 

(Don’t ask.) 

But the Weights did, and Eric insisted I recreate the scene so they could properly photograph the incident. 

And Eric showed me how love could fill up a house, and how his children meant more than the world to him, 
and how being a proud papa was his most luminous adventure of all. 

It was crazy to think that between us we had nine children, another contest that Eric won with some authority. 

But I wanted to share a bit from one of my favorite travels with Eric. 

I was flying out West to go backpacking with him in the North Cascades. 

A friend of mine, Kevin, wanted to come along. Kevin had never backpacked before; I don’t know if he had 
ever slept in a tent before. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Lots of people would have blanched at bringing him along. 

Not Eric. Eric thought everybody belonged, in his work, his life, in his circle of friends. Because that is who he 
was. 

So the three of us found ourselves going across a beautiful lake on a small skiff to get to the trailhead for a 
week hike, with that mixture of excitement, anticipation, and nervousness that marks the beginning of any real 
voyage. 

As we got to the dock, we saw three backpackers emerge from the woods in the other direction finishing up 
their time on the trail. They were sunburned, scratched, filthy, and bug-bitten. They looked awful. 

They looked at us and said with grave seriousness, “Don’t go off the trail. Don’t go off the trail.” 

So of course that became a running joke for us all week. Every time someone stepped off the trail to relieve 
themselves or look at the view, the other two invariably warned of the calamities and imminent disaster that 
surely awaited. 

And, Kevin, as a new backpacker, was exhausted every day. So Eric carried his food, and the stove, and an ex-
tra 20 pounds of stuff, because he was kind. 

And one night as we made camp, Eric and I watched with bemusement as Kevin unpacked his bag. First we 
marveled as a leather dopp kit, which must have weighed five pounds empty, appeared. And then we laughed 
when Kevin produced, and I kid you not, a 1,200 page biography of Bobby Kennedy. It was enormous, and 
Kevin was so spent every night that he literally did not read a single page the entire trip. 

And when I told Kevin that Eric had died, the first thing he remembered was how on the last day of hiking, Er-
ic insisted on sprinting miles ahead and then hitchhiking so he could meet us with the car as we emerged from 
the trail. 

Because that is who Eric was. 

And Kevin became a lifelong backpacker after that. The next year in fact, he headed out into the Rockies with 
friends. But Eric and I made sure that when Kevin unrolled his sleeping bag on that first night in the Rockies, 
he found that same Bobby Kennedy biography hidden away at the bottom of the bag. 

Because that was also who Eric was. 

And so when I heard the terrible news that Eric had died, I experienced a surge of anger. 

“He had gone off the trail,” I thought to myself. “He had gone off the trail.” 

But that night, as I lay in my bed, thinking about all the joy he had brought into our lives, all the moments that 
we have collectively shared, and even the pangs of heartache, I realized that Eric had simply gone ahead of us 
once again.  

We will all meet him once more, on some bright landing as we lay our burdens down. 

Bless you all.   

(Continued from page 4) 
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Tributes from The Bar 
 
 
Betsy Brinson 
 

Like, I’m sure most of you, Eric’s sudden and tragic death, both caught me off guard, leav-
ing me a bit “breathless”, and halted me in my tracks, making me reflect on the reality that tomor-
row is a promise, not a guarantee. 
 
 Because I both litigated and collaborated with Eric, I had a very complex relationship with 
him.  At the time, I didn’t really know whether I was what made it complicated, or he was, or if it 
was just the sum of the chemistry of our personalities.  What I have come to realize was that Eric 
had an amazing clarity of the role he was in at any given time.  When he was a litigator, he was a 
warrior, pure and simple. When he was a collaborator, he was a diplomat.  And unlike me, he did-
n’t let his desire to be “nice” or “liked” interfere with his job.  I learned, at his memorial, when he 
was with his kids, he was all father, and in his other endeavors, when he was “in” he was “all in”.  
It’s an admirable quality to have clarity and understanding of one’s job or role, and do it, whether 
it makes you popular or not.  It takes a real adult to do that, and for that I admire Eric.  
 

Rajeev Majumdar 
 
 Eric taught me a lot.  He was the pinnacle of being a zealous advocate for his clients- that is 
a heavy burden to carry, but Eric always made it look easy.  Yet, Eric was never afraid to reach out 
and bounce ideas or take my calls and listen to my questions and pass on wisdom.  Further, and I 
have repeated this factoid many times to many people: when I was sitting on the bench as a com-
missioner, there was no lawyer who ever came before me that was quicker on his feet than Eric- it 
was impressive to watch from that perspective.  I will miss him as a colleague. 
 
 More importantly, however, I will miss him as a person.  Despite all of what I said above 

about him being a lawyer, I knew he was much more than that.  He spoke glowingly of his family- 
you could always see his smile creep up on his face as he spoke about his loved ones.  I have a 
very fond memory of Laura, Eric and the little ones coming to my house for the Annual Family 
Law BBQ- I noted in my memory how happy and relaxed he looked in that moment.  While we 

didn’t get to hang out frequently I will miss his open door to friendship. 

 

Pamela Englett 

 The first time I met Eric, we had a scheduled mediation.  I was a bit anxious due to his liti-
gation reputation. What I found that day was a fellow space maker.  Eric and I worked well togeth-

er to give our clients space, using all the mediation tools, and settled a case that didn’t look partic-
ularly good at the time.  I was jubilant and always looked forward to mediations with Eric after 
that.  After several mediations, I took my daughter Adella up to another very difficult mediation 
with Eric to observe shortly after she joined my practice.  Adella had experience from law school 
with mediation training, mediation clinics, and doing mediations in teams.  As she indicated in her 

(Continued on page 7) 
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comment on Facebook, she saw what I did in Eric.  Eric and I had a number of cases over the 
years.  What I will always remember are the cases that went to mediation where I could see the 

amazing skills and compassion Eric exhibited and was able to work with him to create the space 
that allowed our clients to feel heard, often to settle, and otherwise to really clarify and deescalate 
the issues.  That’s what I will miss most.   

 

Adella Wright 

 I first met Eric when observing a fourway meeting between utterly two impossible clients. 
They were truly impossible people at a table sizzling with discord. Yet with his influence these 
people were reasonable for key moments, and transformative progress was made. I was utterly 
astounded and impressed at his straight tone and his alacrity. He looked like an Old Hollywood 
interpretation of what a lawyer should be. He talked fast and frank. He never missed a beat and he 

always seemed to be talking just to YOU, whoever you might be. He understood people to a diz-
zying vertigo. If he'd turned and winked at me and called me "kiddo" that day, my knees might 
have knocked on general principle. He made me laugh. Always. And I never missed a chance to 
try to make him laugh. Others maybe tried to snare him into a group hug, or to convince him of 

your philosophy about this or that. You never gave up on Eric when something he did wasn't to 
your preference. You always wanted more from him.  

 I still want more from him. For myself. For his colleagues and clients. And first and fore-
most for his beautiful amazing wonderful family. I just want more. Some part of me will never 
give that up. And I will continue to remember him fiercely as time wears on. 

 

Robert Kelly 

 I appreciated Eric’s strong skills in collaborative family law cases.  He had a gift for identi-
fying the interests of both parties and coming up with ideas for “win-win” solutions.  And in col-
laborative cases involving kids, his love for children was apparent in the way he would encourage 
both parents to put aside their differences and do what is best for their children.  I had looked for-
ward to working with Eric more and more outside of the courtroom.  He will be missed. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Pro Bono Connection 
 

There are over 400 attorneys in Whatcom 
County. Wow!  

 

Yet, LAW Advocates has received only 39 
Volunteer Attorney Registration Forms 
since we launched the new forms just 

before the March Bar Lunch.  

 
We want EVERY attorney to return one 

 
 

Complete the Volunteer Attorney Registration 
Form, and let us know: 

 Which areas of law you’d like to assist with 

 Which areas of law you would like to learn 
through the assistance of a mentor (either 
as a new attorney or an experienced 
attorney looking to expand your knowledge) 

 How you might be able to assist the next 
generation of attorneys by serving as a 
mentor 

 Any specifics about your interests and 
availability (e.g. if you can’t do Street Law on 
Saturdays, but you can provide pro bono 
consultations) 

 Questions about how your skills might be 
used to serve low-income members of our 
community 

 
You already have the special skills of an 
attorney. Use your expertise to serve your 
fellow community members and take this 
opportunity to learn and grow, or share what 
you know to help others in their early career.  

Contact Nikki (nikki@lawadvocates.org) or stop 
by LAW Advocates (M-Th 9-5; F 9-12) to get a 
copy of the Volunteer Attorney Registration 
Form. Complete the form return it via email, fax, 
4th Corner, or drop it off if you happen to be in 
the neighborhood. 

If even 15% of Whatcom County attorneys vol-
unteered for at least 1 Street Law in 2017, we 
would have to start turning volunteers away. 
Unfortunately, we actually need volunteers. 

 

We need YOU to volunteer at Street Law! 

 

If you’re never volunteered at Street Law and 
are feeling unsure about your ability to help, 
lets us know. We are happy to provide more 
information so you can feel comfortable vol-
unteering. You are more than welcome to ob-
serve a Street Law session or speak with an 
experienced Street Law volunteer attorney. 
We are happy to support you in learning more 
about this vital, popular resource in our com-
munity. 

Contact nikki@lawadvocates.org or 360-671-
6079 x. 10 to sign up or get more information St

re
et

 L
aw

 @
 T

h
e

 L
ib
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ry

 

Thank you to our 
April Volunteer Attorneys! 

Kirsten Barron 

Aaron 
Brinckerhoff 

Betsy Brinson 

Alex Britain 

Gerry Coleman 

Kendra Kelly 

Maureen 
Toomey 

Jennifer Slattery 

Emily Yeh 

Dominique 
Zervas 

mailto:nikki@lawadvocates.org
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
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Introducing Brian Nadler 
 
 
 
Dear Legal Community,  
 
First, thank you to the WCBJ for the opportunity to introduce myself.  My 
name is Brian Nadler, and I am an associate attorney at Chmelik, Sitkin & Da-
vis, P.S., here in Bellingham, Washington. 
 
I am originally from Davis, California, where I graduated from Davis Senior 
High School in 2007.  I obtained my B.A. from Claremont-McKenna College in 
Claremont, California, in 2011, and my J.D. from Gonzaga University School of 
Law in Spokane, Washington, in 2016.  During that time, I served as Editor-in-
Chief of the Gonzaga Law Review and competed on the school’s National Trial 
Team.  I also worked at the United States Attorneys’ Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Washington.  After law school, I clerked for Judge Thomas Rice in the 
Eastern District of Washington, and then moved to Bellingham to work at 
Chmelik, Sitkin & Davis, P.S.  
 
My practice specializes in environmental law, defense of government entities, 
and litigation.  However, the attorneys of the office have a wide range of spe-

cialties that range from busi-
ness law, mergers and acquisi-
tions, employment law, con-
struction law, real estate law, 
TEDRA litigation, and more.   

 
When not working, I enjoy 
spending time outdoors, ex-
ploring the Pacific Northwest, 
and rooting for the Gonzaga 
Bulldogs basketball team.  I 
look forward to meeting all of 
you in the legal community! 

 
Our office is located at 1500 
Railroad Avenue, Bellingham, 
WA, 98225, and can be 
reached at 360-671-1796.   
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ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
By Scott Railton                             Cascadia Cross-Border Law                         srailton@cascadia.com 
1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                                         www.cascadia.com 

 

 
 

New Challenges in Immigration 
 

Immigration is getting harder. The administrative changes are happening rapidly, and legislative 
changes may be on the horizon. Now is a time to exercise due care and planning for noncitizen cli-
ents. Here is a brief list of changes that may impact clients locally: 
 
1.  The Administration is filling key appointments with people who have a history of support-
ing the restriction of U.S. immigration. Directors of immigration-related agencies are being 
sourced from anti-immigration groups, as well as from Congressional offices that have supported 
tough limitations on immigration. For example, CBP—the border agency—now has in its leader-
ship a former executive from the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR). The 
Southern Poverty Law Center says FAIR’s sole mission is to limit U.S. immigration, and has des-
ignated the organization as a hate group, due to its origins.  
 
2.  Marijuana use at the border and at USCIS interviews is becoming a bigger issue, due to 
state legalization. The border is asking more frequently whether a person has ever smoked or used 
marijuana. If the person responds yes, during a sworn statement, the agency is then finding the 
person inadmissible and requiring them to get a waiver. The filing fee for a waiver is $585, and it 
take months to process. Waivers are needed for life, with renewals required every five years. Simi-
lar questions are reportedly coming up in naturalization interviews. I have an article coming out in 
the ABA’s Criminal Justice magazine this month on the immigration and marijuana.  
 
3. Searches of electronic media at the border have gone way up. The Guardian referred to 
these searches as “digital strip searches,” since so much private and confidential information is 
housed on our electronic devices these days. CBP asks for a password, and then takes a person’s 
phone or computer to another room, and comes back a while later, having reviewed photos, 
emails, and other confidential information. Sometimes they have followup questions about pic-
tures (e.g. photos having something to do with marijuana). Often, they offer no reason for the 
search—they just claim the authority under the Border Search exception and proceed. 
 
4.  USCIS recently issued a memo revoking old guidance on computer programmers, and en-
couraging adjudicators to take a longer look at whether computer programmer positions are actu-
ally specialty occupations. Information technology professionals cover about half of the annual 
quota for H-1Bs professionals. 
 
5.  Some ports of entry are narrowing TN qualifications. For instance, the Peace Arch recently 
said that Advanced Nurse Practitioners do not qualify under NAFTA for TN status as Registered 
Nurses, despite having always qualified in the past. The Port’s argument is that Practitioners are 
overqualified for the category, since they prescribe medications sometimes. This means there is 

(Continued on page 12) 

mailto:srailton@cascadia.com
http://www.cascadia.com
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increased risk in traveling abroad for RNs who are ARNPs, as well as with renewals. East coast 
ports initially agreed with this, but have since backed off. 
 
6.  Premium processing for H-1Bs–which guarantees 15 day adjudication for the price of 
$1225- is suspended as of April 3rd. USCIS has a considerable backlog on H-1Bs that they need 
to manage, but there is no confidence that they’ll be able to do this without this program, which, 
by the way, generates substantial revenues. In particular, physicians who complete their residen-
cies and take on new fellowships on July 1st are particularly concerned. The suspension makes 
no sense, since this program is a cash cow for the agency. Millions of dollars will be lost. 
 
7.  The Department of State issued cables to its consular officers requiring them to “improve 
visa applicant vetting” and to implement “the concepts undergirding the Presidential memoran-
dum.” So, while the litigation on the bans continue, the agency has been ordered to implement 
the spirit of the ban. Also, a hiring freeze was ordered, which will eventually further backlog ap-
pointments. 
 
8.  Contractors are lining up to build the wall. The debate is just getting started in Congress, 
but the concern is very much alive there.  
 
9.  ICE is deporting persons who have had deferred action and persons who are showing up 
for USCIS appointments. These have included family members, DREAMers, and other non-
criminals. 
 
10.  The U.S. Attorney General announced this month new prosecution priorities and standards 
related to immigrants. Certain noncitizens caught entering unlawfully for a second time are to be 
charged with a felony. These include persons previously removed. Also, “prosecutors are directed 
to charge criminal aliens with document fraud and aggravated identity theft—the latter carrying a 
two year mandatory sentence.” 
 
The list goes on. Anxiety is very high in the immigrant community. This includes the undocu-
mented, as well as professionals and businesses. In terms of resources, the State Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office has published a helpful pamphlet on immigration enforcement, available at the Of-
fice’s website. NW Immigrant Rights Project and the Immigrant Legal Resource Center are also 
good sources for information. Feel free to contact me at srailton@cascadia.com if you’d like fur-
ther information. 

(Continued from page 11) 

mailto:srailton@cascadia.com
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Introducing Danielle Schemm  
 
I would like to introduce myself to the Whatcom 
County Bar Association.  My name is Danielle 
Schemm, one of the newest court reporters at 
Corpolongo & Associates here in Bellingham.  I 
have been covering depositions, hearings and 
working in Superior Court since last June.   Here 
is a short bio so you can get to know me better: 
 
Originally, I’m a Montana native but have been 
living in Washington State all my adult life. After 
graduating magna cum laude, class of 2009, from 
Eastern Washington University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Criminal Justice and Government and 
Sociology minors, I quickly returned to the west 
side, moving to Burlington, and accepted an entry
-level position in the Skagit County Prosecuting 
Attorney’s office.  I was soon promoted to Felony 

DV Victim/Witness Advocate and in 2011 moved to Bellingham. By 2012 I accepted a position 
with Mayor Kelli Linville’s office, eager to no longer commute.  
 
In 2013, I decided to pursue a career as a court reporter, something that was always in the back of 
my mind. I continued to work full-time as an administrative assistant for Mayor Linville while 
putting myself through the online program at Sage College in Riverside, California. I graduated 
and became licensed by Washington State and since then I’ve been working for Corpolongo & As-
sociates. I absolutely adore my new job and am happy that I stayed committed to earning my di-
ploma in a very demanding program. 
 
Growing up I was a competitive gymnast and later transitioned my deep-rooted passion for fitness 
into weightlifting and the sport of bodybuilding. I competed in my first bodybuilding show in 
February 2014 where I won three 1st place rankings. Two weeks later at the prestigious 32nd Annu-
al Emerald Cup in Bellevue, Washington I made history by taking home the overall titles in two 
different divisions. This qualified me to compete in New York that July where I won the National 
Fitness Overall title and now I compete as a professional fitness athlete for the IFBB League. 
 
When I’m not training or transcribing, I enjoy the social and recreational activities Bellingham has 
to offer and my plans are to remain in Whatcom County for the foreseeable future. 
 
If you’d like to schedule a deposition with me, please call 360-671-6298 or in-
fo@corpolongoandassociates.com and request me as your court reporter. 
 
Danielle Schemm, CCR 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

Written Under Duress. 
 

Subtitle: Grammar, Words, and Handcuffs. 
Secret Subtitle: Help. 

 
 First, I am writing this under duress.  The door to my office is under 
guard.  I suppose I brought this on myself.  I have mentioned before that I 
always speed-write this article, usually after midnight and in under 45 minutes, right before publication is 
due.  My goal is usually to fill the remainder of journal space with a stream of consciousness: sort of a dis-
astrous performance art, exposing the workings of an attorney’s inner psyche.  I say disastrous, not be-
cause I have any misgivings, but because every month after publication, I am subsequently berated furi-
ously by my paralegal, Anna Webb.  Somewhere between a pathetic whine and a powerful rage come the 
torrent of words:  “Rajeeeeeeeeeeeev!!!!!  Why don’t you let us proof read these?!!!!!”  At that point I re-
state my litany about late night speed writing and publication deadlines. 
 
 I know about the typos.  From 2010 onwards, while they were both in the AG’s office, Lisa Keeler 
and Robyn Martin would gleefully pick apart my articles and let me know with (loving) relish of the er-
rors.  Recently, after writing my last Board of Governor’s Update, I got this love/hate message from a con-
stituent: Dear Rajeev,  Thank you for your informative letter.  However, I have a comment.  You should edit better.  Something is either 
unique (one of a kind) or it isn’t. There is no such thing as very unique.  It is redundant.  Also, the use of “then” instead of “than” was incor-
rect.  These are basics of the English language. The easiest way is to have one or two people read it over for you prior to sending it out.  You 
want to be reelected so being attentive to simple English is important to make sure your message gets across and not the errors that suggest you 

are not sufficiently qualified.  PS, I voted for you.   Keep up the good work.  I showed this missive to Anna, which was a mis-
take as it just validated her position, and restarted the berating.  The typos generally don’t bother me too 
much, except when I think of Judge Garrett, noted grammarphile, reading and judging me… fortunately, 
she is polite enough not to mention it.   
 
 Also, though, I like interesting word play and sentences that might be considered alternative gram-
mar or overly complex.  Here is my favorite passage that I read this month, from an Editorial in Canada’s 
National Post:  
. 

How can this be? she cried. And all around the bank lobby (she was there for a loan, naturally) the echo 
went, how can this be? … She was puzzled and put to me, poetically I thought, the question: “Are such things 
here as I have talked about, or have I eaten on the insane root that takes the prisoner reason?” Would that all 
business people spoke thus. 

 
I later learned that the italicized portion is from Macbeth (Act 1, Scene 3, Page 4).  Also weighing in 
strongly was a Letter to the Editor in The Economist (March 18, 2017):   
 

Please stop suggesting new ways to demonstrate my marital fitness, such as tattoos, or self-mutilation. My 
economically savvy wife notes these as sunk costs (“what have you done for me lately?”). She also notes that 
my encroaching rotundness and retreating hair downwardly shift the demand curve for a husband, thus requir-
ing a larger and, she hopes, refundable subsidy for continued marital fealty to me. The accumulated externali-
ties of my subscription just overwhelmed its price. 

 
Now for release from my prison and release from all liability of error or mistake in this article… I 
turn it over to Anna Webb.  I give her my musings and dash out the door, running and bursting into 
the outside air like a kite caught by the wind.  Aimless, traveling upward, savoring sweet freedom and 
escape from the grammarphile’s dungeon. 

http://news.nationalpost.com/full-comment/rex-murphy-actually-witchcraft-is-a-pretty-good-explanation-for-all-thats-happening-in-ontario
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WWU is Hiring! 
 

Western Washington University’s  
Research and Sponsored Programs  

is seeking a  
Research Compliance Officer.  

See: https://jobs.wwu.edu/
JobPosting.aspx?JPID=7368  

https://jobs.wwu.edu/JobPosting.aspx?JPID=7368
https://jobs.wwu.edu/JobPosting.aspx?JPID=7368


WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  PAGE 17 MAY  2017  

 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  MAY  2017  PAGE 18  

You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 


