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The President’s Column
By Lisa Saar, WCBA President 2018

The Lawyer as Rock Star Celebrity
This past week, I had the pleasure of attending the Goldmark
Luncheon, the year’s largest fundraiser for the Legal Foundation of
Washington. I sat at a table with among others, Judge Deborra Garrett, Kirsten Baron (table host),
Michael Heatherly, and Lisa Keeler. Lisa so graciously provided the following description of the
event:
Rock Star Celebrity.
The energy in the room charges. You hear excited whispers. You see goofy, gapping grins.
You even swoon a little. The Rock star has entered the building.
Everyone wants to catch a glimpse, shake his hand, and snap a selfie with him. It's not
George Clooney. It's not Jon Bon Jovi. It's Bob Ferguson, Attorney General.
I've been to several events over the last two years where Bob has made an appearance or
given a speech. Some were large fundraisers like the Goldmark Luncheon and the LAW Advocates Justice For All Law Day breakfast. Some were smaller, more intimate banquets/dinners.
Some were full of lawyers, and others were full of non-lawyers. At each of them, Bob had been
welcomed with the same spirit and fervor found on the red carpet or at Century Link Field.
He is a rock star. He and his team of lawyers and staff are defending the rule of law in our
great state and nation. People are excited, grateful, and inspired by his actions and presence.
At this year's Goldmark Luncheon (the kickoff event for the Campaign for Equal Justice
supporting legal aid statewide), the Legal Foundation of Washington honored the Washington
State Attorney General's Office and Northwest Immigrant Rights Project (NIRP) with the Charles
A. Goldmark Distinguished Service Award. Both organizations work daily to improve access to
justice and serve the community.
In particular, LFW highlighted both their efforts following President Trump's first travel
ban. NIRP swiftly acted to make petitions on behalf of individuals ultimately found to be wrongfully denied entry to the US. Meanwhile, the AGO promptly filed suit to challenge, successfully,
the ban itself.
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The AGO efforts were aided in part by local companies, like Amazon, who drafted declarations explaining the detrimental impacts of the ban on then and their workforces. This growing
recognition by non-lawyers of the importance of access to justice and rule of law was further
demonstrated at the luncheon this year in Microsoft President, Brad Smith's keynote address
about the changes and new challenges to all our jobs caused the current state of affairs in the US
and attacks around the world on law and the judiciary. We all must work harder to ensure everyone has a voice, everyone had access, and no one is above the law.
It is wonderful, yet unfortunate when a lawyer becomes a rock star. Wonderful, because so
many important professions like lawyers go uncelebrated; and unfortunate, because something
unjust happened to trigger the need for the lawyer to become the celebrity.
Whatcom County lawyers have been a huge supporter of Legal Aid every year, as evidenced by the number of times we have won the Rainier cup. This Stanley Cup-style trophy is
awarded annually to the county in Washington with the highest participation rate of attorneys donating to the statewide Campaign for Equal Justice.
Thank you all for your support of LFW, for your support of LAW Advocates, and for your
daily efforts supporting the rule of law locally and beyond. I’m humbled and proud to represent
Whatcom County’s amazing group of dedicated lawyers.
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms
e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to:

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month
Questions? Call 360 527-9400

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work. Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assistance you need, when you need it. Professional and dependable. Can work on-site or off-site at my
own well-equipped home office. Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours. Contact
me directly as follows: Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com.
Assistance in Serious Cases: Just moved to Bellingham. Recently licensed in Washington, with 42
years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two years,
and 12 years as a trial judge. Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - criminal and
civil. Contact: Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net.
Beautifully Updated, Courthouse-Located Office Space Available. 800 sf or more. Take it all or
share with me. Furnishings/new light fixtures/decorations, and rent, negotiable. Also, CONFERENCE ROOM AVAILABLE for rent. Sharon Westergreen . 360-966-3800
Carmichael Clark, P.S. is seeking a full-time paralegal to work in the areas of real estate, land
use, municipal, environmental and water law. We are looking for a candidate that can work in a fast
-paced practice, be personable and possesses good organizational and communication skills. Candidate should be detailed oriented and be able to handle multiple priorities. Bachelor’s Degree and/or
three or more years of experience supporting a real estate or land use practice. Send cover letters
and resume to lhuard@carmichaelclark.com
Sublet Office Space on the 14th Floor of the Bellingham Towers. Two offices with mountain
views available for sublet on the 14th floor of the Bellingham Towers. A small conference room
right outside our office is also available if needed. If you are interested in viewing the space, please
call 360-650-9200 to schedule an appointment.
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ACROSS THE LINE:
By Scott Railton

BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE
Cascadia Cross-Border Law

1305 11th Street, Suite 301

Bellingham, WA 98225

Tel: (360) 671-5945

srailton@cascadia.com
www.cascadia.com

ICE Immigration Enforcement Actions In Courthouses
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement released a policy memo and FAQ last month on immigration enforcement actions in courthouses. Courthouse enforcement actions have increased in
the past year. In the past, courts, churches, and hospitals have been generally clear of ICE operations, except in special circumstances. Places like these are referred to by ICE as “sensitive locations.” ICE’s published policies on sensitive location enforcement actions are housed here: https://
www.ice.gov/ero/enforcement/sensitive-loc.
Here are the key purpose and policy sections of the ICE memo:
Directive Number 11072.1: Civil Immigration Enforcement Actions Inside Courthouses
Issue Date: January 10, 2018
Effective Date: January 10, 2018
1. Purpose/Background.
This Directive sets forth U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) policy regarding civil
immigration enforcement actions inside federal, state, and local courthouses. Individuals entering
courthouses are typically screened by law enforcement personnel to search for weapons and other
contraband. Accordingly, civil immigration enforcement actions taken inside courthouses can reduce safety risks to the public, targeted alien(s), and ICE officers and agents. When practicable,
ICE officers and agents will conduct enforcement actions discreetly to minimize their impact on
court proceedings.
Federal, state, and local law enforcement officials routinely engage in enforcement activity in
courthouses throughout the country because many individuals appearing in courthouses for one
matter are wanted for unrelated criminal or civil violations. ICE’s enforcement activities in these
same courthouses are wholly consistent with longstanding law enforcement practices, nationwide.
And, courthouse arrests are often necessitated by the unwillingness of jurisdictions to cooperate
with ICE in the transfer of custody of aliens from their prisons and jails.

2. Policy.
ICE civil immigration enforcement actions inside courthouses include actions against specific, targeted alien s with criminal convictions, gang members, national security or public safety threats,
aliens who have been ordered removed from the United States but have failed to depart, and aliens
who have re-entered the country illegally after being removed, when ICE officers or agents have
information that leads them to believe the targeted aliens are present at that specific location.
Aliens encountered during a civil immigration enforcement action inside a courthouse, such as
family members or friends accompanying the target alien to court appearances or serving as a wit(Continued on page 6)
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ness in a proceeding, will not be subject to civil immigration enforcement action, absent special
circumstances, such as where the individual poses a threat to public safety or interferes with ICE’s
enforcement actions.
ICE officers and agents should generally avoid enforcement actions in court houses, or areas within courthouses that are dedicated to non-criminal (e.g., family court, small claims court) proceedings. In those instances in which an enforcement action in the above situations is operationally
necessary, the approval of the respective Field Office Director (FOD), Special Agent in Charge
(SAC), or his or her designee is required.
Civil immigration enforcement actions inside courthouses should, to the extent practicable, continue to take place in non-public areas of the courthouse, be conducted in collaboration with court security staff, and utilize the court building’s non-public entrances and exits.
Planned civil immigration enforcement actions inside courthouses will be documented and approved consistent with current operational plans and field operations worksheet procedures. Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) and Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) may issue
additional procedural guidance on reporting and documentation requirements
; such reporting and documentation shall not impose unduly restrictive requirements that operate
to hamper or frustrate enforcement efforts.
As with any planned enforcement action, ICE officers and agents should exercise sound judgment
when enforcing federal law and make substantial efforts to avoid unnecessarily alarming the public. ICE officers and agents will make every effort to limit their time at courthouses while conducting civil immigration enforcement actions
.
This policy does not apply to criminal immigration enforcement actions inside courthouses, nor
does it prohibit civil immigration enforcement actions inside courthouses.
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Pro Bono Connection
Fighting for Justice and Liberty in Whatcom County
LAW Advocates collaborates with the Whatcom Civil Rights Project (WCRP) to offer advice and consultation,
as well as limited representation for discrimination and civil rights issues.
Today and even more so than ever before, the most marginalized in our community are under attack: the
homeless and poor, women, People of Color, immigrants, trans and queer people. Our government is cutting
healthcare and targeting innocent immigrants (not just undocumented people with criminal records) and their
families. Our cherished First Amendment rights and democracy are also being threatened in this political
climate. We are seeing neighbors, friends and family members disappearing from our community due to cruel
immigration crackdowns. Recently, it was discovered that the Department of Licensing gave out personal
information of a mother and local resident to ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement), despite Governor
Jay Inslee’s Executive Order. Local people are facing critical issues, and the legal community can stand with
them, especially those being targeted and the most vulnerable. At the Whatcom Civil Rights Project, we are
trying to do our part to support them, despite our limited capacity as a volunteer-run organization.
Over the past year, the Whatcom Civil Rights Project has, either directly or through referrals to local attorneys,
provided legal representation to victims of employment discrimination and racial discrimination; assisted
victims of hate crimes; advocated for First Amendment rights; and provided Know Your Rights and Legal
Observer trainings. Each of our actions and inactions makes a difference in the world. We, lawyers, have the
power to make a big difference. If you are interested in civil or human rights, due process, Legal Observer
training, Know Your Rights training, or generally working more with impacted communities, WCRP will help
you get connected.
WCRP is always looking for good lawyers passionate about justice to do both paid and pro bono work. If you
are passionate about liberty and justice in your community, give us a call (360-734-0217) or email
whatcomcivilrights@gmail.com. For information about LAW Advocates or to volunteer for any other
programs, please contact 360-671-6079 x 10 or nikki@lawadvocates.org.
If you feel a need and desire to be even a small part of protecting democracy, justice or liberty in our local
community, please feel free to reach out.
“…the opposite of poverty is not wealth but justice.” –Bryan Stevenson, Attorney and Founder of Equal
Justice Initiative
–Junga Subedar & Edward Alexander, WCRP

Thank you to LAW Advocates’
January & February
Volunteer Attorneys*!
Alex Britain
Jamia Burns
Betsy Brinson
Mac Dudley
Nick Fay
Ryan Floerchinger
Josh Fox
Phil George
Lee Grochmal
Sara Hulford

Michael Kleps
Erin Moody
Tom Mumford
Andy Peach
Jen Petersen, LLLT
Karen Phillips
Junga Subedar

*As of press time

Justice for All
2nd Annual LAW Advocates
Benefit Breakfast
With special guest speakers

Lt. Gov. Cyrus Habib
&
Frmr. U.S. Atty John McKay
Thursday, May 3, 2018
7:00 — 9:00 am
Northwood Hall
Online Registration Available Soon
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Ramblings of a Small
Time
Country Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

The Itsy Bitsy Spider
Subtitle: My Encounters With Student Kind.

In my never ending quest
to learn all I can about life, one
of the hats I wear is as an adjunct
professor at WWU, where I teach
a class called “Rights, Liberties,
& Justice in America.” It’s basically a class about the U.S. Constitution, framed primarily around the Bill of Rights, the aftermath of the Civil War, and cursory examination of the Civil Rights movement. That is at least how I think of the class; my students think of the
class in terms of ‘that class with that really conservative professor tries to force his conceptions of reality based on ancient and illegitimate artificial social constructs down our throats.’ After choking on
the concept of being classified as conservative, and then listening to the students’ perspective, I can see
how relative to their position I might be in fact Hitler. The students, unfortunately, only have a tenuous
grasp on who Hitler was and what his political ideology was. But thankfully, Trump exists, and he is
much much much worse than me and provides me cover. So, I spend a lot of time listening to my students about how the U.S. Constitution is illegitimate, arbitrary, and how they have no rights, privileges,
or justice in their world. Consequently, I spend a lot of time discussing history, and why things were
drafted the way they were, and how society was different 800, 250, 150, 50, and even 20 years ago.
The Magna Carta really freaks them out. “Who the hell is this King guy and why do they put up with
him at all?” Usually over the course of the quarter an appreciation develops in them of our system of
government, its steady if slow rate of change over time, and how they can access it to make change.
I like to think I am open minded enough to hear their thoughts and ideas though and sometimes
they will frame questions in ways that are awe inspiringly wise. That’s the best part about teaching,
and it reminds me a lot of my other job, which is teaching my daughter, Savitri, about life. Primarily
this consists of singing the Itsy Bitsy Spider ad nauseum as well as teaching her animal sounds, and
how to manipulate me to get whatever she wants. Sometimes when I ask her what a dog says, she will
answer “ ‘oof! ‘oof! ” , but other times she decides to show me, perhaps so that I will finally learn and
stop asking. When I ask her what a dog says, instead of answering she fetches her shoes and mine, as
well as our coats and makes me dress to go outside. Todd Allen, a talented litigator and great human
being, joined us at the firm up in Blaine, but happens to live across the street for me. He also has a dog
named Guapo. Savitri will say “Guapo! Guapo!” and lead me by the hand across the street, and then
knock on Todd’s front window so that Guapo will bark for me and Todd will appear to let her in so she
can steal Guapo’s toys. An unorthodox answer to my question, but effective. It also accomplished her
goal of getting to play with a dog and impose herself on neighbors.
Similarly, I ask my students questions, and they answer a question that I did not ask fulfilling
their own polemic goals. For example, I asked them, ‘if we should treat men and women equally in all
(Continued on page 10)
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things then should we put female defendants or convicts in with the general male population or vice
versa?’ They instead went tangential and called my question dumb ‘because there shouldn’t be jails.’ I
tried to tell them, ‘but in the reality we live in, there are jails, and I don’t think that deflection would
work well in court.’ That was a highlight for my month, but most of the time my students ask refreshing brisk questions with their fresh eyes on how society works, and often I am moved by their idealism
to create a better world. I am praying for them to learn the endurance and perseverance it requires to
make change in the world and to make it a more just place.
The way they speak, or my daughter speaks, is often unorthodox, but just because something is
new does not mean it should not be listened to. After all, everyone brings a new perspective. Most of
you know this version of the ever persistent Itsy Bitsy Spider 1 :
The itsy bitsy spider climbed up the waterspout.
Down came the rain
and washed the spider out.
Out came the sun
and dried up all the rain
and the itsy bitsy spider climbed up the spout again
But my daughter is learning a very different version, as she is with most nursery rhymes, because my
father, her grandfather has invented new lyrics for them, as he always forget the lyrics as he did not
grow up with these nursery rhymes in India. My father says his lyrics are better, and they are done in
non grammatical English and with a Bengali accent:
The itsy bitsy spider walking up the ladder
Ladder, ladder, ladder, ladder, ladder
Ladder fell down
Came down the spider
The itsy bitsy spider went back up the ladder
Ladder fell down again
Came down the spider
Is it a better version? Savitri certainly seems to think so. Maybe it is. Let’s see if all of you reading
this adopt this version and pass it on in such a way that its meme like nature will transform our culture;
I will check back in 2058 and see which version I will be singing to children in my elder years.
Perhaps too, my students’ ideas and ideals will overtake us, like the itsy bitsy spider having finally summitted that horribly unsteady ladder… probably when they are administering our social security
checks to us and we are at their mercy. We had better be nice to them. Maybe put up a steady ladder.
Endnotes
1– Origin unknown. The song can be found in publications including an alternative version in the book,
Camp and Camino in Lower California (1910), where it was referred to as [the classic] "Spider Song". It appears to be a different version of this song using “blooming, bloody” instead of "itsy bitsy". It was later published in one of its several modern versions in Western Folklore, by the California Folklore Society (1948),
Mike and Peggy Seeger's, American Folk Songs for Children (1948). Did you know that in Britain and Australia they call it the “Incy Wincy Spider”? Ug. How wrong can a society go with word choice? This is why
we fought a revolution.
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Employment opportunity at Western Washington University:

Title IX/Civil Rights Investigator
Equal Opportunity Office
Please view the full job announcement, including all required and preferred qualifications, and apply online, at:
http://employment.wwu.edu/cw/en-us/job/495584/title-ixcivil-rights-investigator
WWU is an equal opportunity and affirmative action employer committed to assembling a diverse, broadly trained
faculty and staff. Women, minorities, people with disabilities and veterans are strongly encouraged to apply. Application review begins March 19, 2018; position is open until filled. Inquiries may be directed to the Equal Opportunity
Office, 360-650-3307 (voice) or Washington Relay: 711

Carmichael Clark, P.S.
is seeking a full-time paralegal
To work in the areas of real estate, land use,
municipal, environmental and water law.
We are looking for a candidate that can
work in a fast-paced practice, be personable
and possesses good organizational and
communication skills.

Candidate should be detailed oriented and
be able to handle multiple priorities. Bachelor’s Degree and/or three or more years of
experience supporting a real estate or land
use practice.
Send cover letters and
lhuard@carmichaelclark.com

resume

to

Yates Professional Services
Laurie Yates – Owner
Bookkeeping Services and Notary Public
805 East Axton Road, Bellingham, WA 98226
Are you tired of having to remember when to file
which tax forms? Do you have trouble getting your
client statements prepared and sent in a timely
manner? Would your time be better spent working on
your clients’ needs instead of bookkeeping? If you
answered yes to any of these questions then please
contact me. Whether you need a bookkeeper for a
couple of hours a month or a few hours a week, I can
help with on-site or off-site bookkeeping.
“Laurie worked as the bookkeeper for Raas, Johnsen and
Stuen for many years until we retired. She was always prompt
with financial statements and regulatory filings, clear in her decisions and why she did what she did, and easy to work with
even though sometimes the clients were a little grumpy. Since
we all retired, Laurie has worked for several individual lawyers,
including me. She understands trust accounts and keeping
track of expenses for contingent fee cases. Laurie would be
perfect for solo or small firms that do not have the need for a full
-time bookkeeper.” ~ Dan Raas
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Grow your business with
our
all-inclusive offices!

Stop by for a Tour
Today!
We also have
virtual
options!
Executive Offices include everything to meet your
business needs, all in one place!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting
Tailored to Your Needs
All Utilities Included
Fully Furnished
On-Site Mail Reception
Advanced Copy & Print Center
On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You
Are
1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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You are reading this aren’t you?

You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!
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Whatcom County Bar Association – February 2018 Monthly Meeting
2/7/18
(1) Call to Order – President Lisa Saar (12:05 p.m.)
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests
(3) Motion to Approve January 2018 Minutes
*Approved Unanimously
(4) Motion to Approve February 2018 Treasurer’s Report
*Approved Unanimously
(5) Committee Reports

LAW ADVOCATES ANNUAL MEETING
Motion to approve incoming and outgoing Board Members unanimously approved.
Address by incoming board president Karen Phillips
Presentation of volunteer awards
Discussion of excellent speakers for Law Advocates Breakfast
Presentation by Michael Heatherly on Current Affairs
Conducted all annual business of the Board.
(6) Guest Speakers- None
(7) Meeting Adjourned – 12:55pm

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .
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