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Barristers In Bars  
Getting Beverages:  Judge Angela Anderson  

 
  Each month I take out an attorney for coffee or a drink to highlight our 
community and help us learn more about our colleagues.  This month, I had 
the opportunity to share wine and a cheese plate with our newest District Court judge, Angela An-
derson (and she paid her own bill of course). 
 
A lover of charcuterie plates, but not super stinky cheese, Judge Anderson shared with me a little 
about her time in law school, the beginning of her criminal defense career in Seattle, and her move 
to Bellingham.   
 
Growing up in the small lead mining town of Bonne Terre (very small, about 3000 people) in Mis-
souri, Judge Anderson knew from a young age that she wanted to be a lawyer.  Judge Anderson did 

The President’s Column 
By Jennifer Slattery, WCBA President 2022 

Virtual Whatcom County Bar Association Meeting 
on  

March 2, 2022 at High Noon 
 
Join us for a FREE CLE on March 2 after general WCBA business: 
 

Staying Sane: The Occupational Hazards of Practicing Law  
(1 hour CLE - credits pending).   

Speaker: Phil Buri 
   
 Practicing law can be psychologically debilitating. We work in a toxic stew of con-
flict, aggression, blame, and inadequacy. And we are finally acknowledging that lawyers 
suffer the highest rates of alcohol and substance abuse of any profession, which masks 
our underlying anxiety and depression. Yet when we entered law school, our rates of 
substance abuse and mental illness were lower than the general population. What if our 
jobs are making us sick? Shouldn’t we do something about it as a profession? 
  
 In this one-hour CLE, we will take an honest look at the occupational hazards of 
practicing law. We will also begin the discussion of how to protect ourselves individually 
and as a profession. It may not make you rich, famous, or successful, but it will keep you 
sane. 
 
To Join:    https://zoom.us/j/98937479809  
Meeting ID:  989 3747 9809   

https://zoom.us/j/98937479809
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not have cable television growing up, but The People’s Court 
was on one of her four television channels.1  In fifth grade, her 
class had the “Trial of the Big Bad Wolf,” and she was hooked 
on the law.  At that point she knew she wanted to be a criminal 
defense lawyer.  
 
Perhaps it was her love of theater and performance that first 
brought her to law, but I think it is her passion for helping peo-
ple.  Judge Anderson genuinely believes in giving hope to peo-
ple who have made serious mistakes in their lives or are strug-
gling with addiction and mental health.  Judge Anderson be-
lieves in the power of making a difference in people’s lives 
through advocacy and through taking the time to believe in 
someone’s ability to change.  She takes extra care as a Judge to 
have candid conversations with defendants and she is hoping 
that it has an impact on individuals.         Author (R) and Judge Anderson (L) 
 
In law school,2 Judge Anderson interned for the public defender’s office in Washington D.C. dur-
ing the summer.  She represented clients at parole hearings. This experience provided her with 
“mini trial” experience at client’s parole hearings.  Judge Anderson describes this internship as a 
pinnacle moment in her career and helped her realize she wanted to be part of this system, as 
flawed as it may be. Judge Anderson realized that advocating at every step in the process could 
make a difference to someone.    
 
Judge Anderson first began practicing in Washington after graduating in 2005 from law school 
and moving to Seattle.  Her first job was with a small criminal defense firm in Seattle where she 
made a measly salary battling traffic tickets in the metro area.  Judge Anderson soon figured out 
that the job was not for her, and even though she loved living in Ballard, she decided to give Bel-
lingham a chance when her boyfriend Ryan (now husband) was offered a job as a City of Belling-
ham attorney.   
 
In 2006, having just moved to Bellingham, Judge Anderson was     in the right place at the right 
time, although honestly, the public defender’s office must of seen how Judge Anderson is special 
and passionate about criminal defense.  At Doug Hyldahl’s famous St. Patrick’s day party, she 
met (now Judge) Rob Olson and Mark Bratlien who encouraged her to apply for a position that 
had just opened at the Whatcom County Public Defender’s office.   
 
After 14 wonderful years at the public defender’s office, Judge Anderson left to start her own pri-
vate practice, Anderson Legal, PLLC.  And when Judge Grant announced his retirement from the 
District Court, she immediately applied for appointment, even though she loved being a business 
owner and was proud that she had built a practice. 
 
Although Judge Anderson always knew she wanted to be an attorney, she did not originally have 
any aspirations to be a judge.  However, one day after a lengthy trial ended, Judge Uhrig pulled 
her aside and suggested she consider being a judge.  It was after that conversation, along with 
some encouragement from both Judge Snyder and later Justice Montoya-Lewis, she began to ex-

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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plore her options. She realized she could have an impact on the same people she served as a public 
defender, and also work to improve our criminal justice system. 
 
Since taking the bench, Judge Anderson has helped with small improvements to the court includ-
ing adding more languages on the application for public defense. Judge Anderson presides over 
Mental Health Court and hopes that the treatment courts can be expanded. She is trying to help im-
prove technology, and, in turn, access to justice. Judge Anderson loves the new challenge of being 
a judge of our community’s “People’s Court,” and I cannot imagine a more perfect position for 
her.  Our community is lucky to have a young female judge who is working to improve our system 
and genuinely cares for the people that come into her court. 
 
As a fellow mom attorney, I was curious about how having kids changed things in her home (a 
home with two working attorneys): the biggest change was that they could no longer stay at work 
after 5 pm, and they couldn’t talk about work at home (which has been a healthy change for her).  
Judge Anderson said she never wanted to be a stay-at-home mom.  Judge Anderson jokes that the 
day she found out she was pregnant, she called her doctor and then called the downtown YMCA to 
be put on a wait list for daycare.3  You can find her on the weekends at her children’s sporting 
events and hockey games cheering on the teams. 
 
What is something most people don’t know about you? 
 
In law school, I was the runner-up “Homecoming Queen” at Washington and Lee University.  For 
some reason that year the University opened up the nominations for the Homecoming Queen to 
law students as well as the undergraduate students.  Somehow I won “runner-up” and Ryan 
[boyfriend at the time, not husband yet] had to escort me on the football field as I was announced 
as the runner-up to Homecoming Queen.  
 
Favorite beverage at your favorite coffee bar, and beverage of choice at a bar? 
 
Favorite coffee bar is Bar Ciotti and favorite coffee drink is drip coffee splash of milk; adult bever-
age of choice is whatever fancy cocktail the husband is making tonight…probably a dark Manhat-
tan served neat.  
 

Thank you Judge Anderson for sharing your passion for criminal law and changing our criminal 
justice system, your love of cheese plates and your time with me!  
 
If you would like to be featured in a column in the upcoming months, or just want to grab a bever-
age at a bar, email me at jennifer@kulshanlaw.com. 
 
 
Endnotes 
1 — If you know Judge Anderson, you know that she still watches episodes of The People’s Court, 
sometimes on her small cell phone screen.  
2 — Washington and Lee University Law School in rural Virginia.  
3 — Judge Anderson credits (Judge) Lee Grochmal and Gerry Coleman for showing her and Ryan 
the importance of securing childcare at the YMCA downtown early on.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@whatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Need Office Furniture.  Need office furniture.  If you are retiring or closing your office and have fur-
niture to sell, please contact me at maureen@toomelawpractice.com or text to 360-599-0697.  I am 
looking for a full office set, like a desk, maybe a bookcase, conference table, etc. 

SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County? 
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min. 
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available.  New carpet, LED lighting, sign-
age. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN.  720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA 
98233.  For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.   

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per-
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity 
of Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Ros-
tron, Gary Snyder, Mike Rostron, and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/
rock-band/lemon-creek  and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/  

Free Case & Procedure Books.  Personal injury attorney retiring sometime in 2022 – liquidating 
business over the course of 2022.  Some old sets of books need a new home.  Federal Practice and 
Procedure full set, last updated in 2010; Attorney’s Medical Advisor, 1994, 3 volumes of The Law of 
Seamen, 5th Edition, 2003; and ERISA Practice and Litigation, 2015.  Contact Dennis Murphy at 
(360) 319-5028.  

Hiring Paralegal.  Robinson & Kole, a five attorney firm in Bellingham, is looking to fill a paralegal 
position which will open in February or March.  Experience in workers’ compensation or personal 
injury is a plus.  Competitive salary and benefits package.  Please email cover letter and resume to 
nathand@robinsonandkole.com . 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:maureen@toomelawpractice.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
mailto:nathand@robinsonandkole.com
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AWESOME EVENTS PAGE 
 
 

Monthly Lunch-time Walk! 
 
Join WCBA President Jennifer Slattery and colleagues for a lunch-time walk!   
 
Monday, March 28, 12 p.m. 
Meet on the steps of the court house.  We'll leave by 12:05 pm and walk about 30-45 minutes.  
Everyone is welcome including staff! 
 
 

Whatcom Women Lawyers Annual Clothing Drive  
 
Whatcom Women Lawyers is bringing back the annual clothing drive to donate professional work 
clothes for those in the community. Donations will be organized and taken to the YWCA where 
they will go to the YWCA Back to Work Boutique. At the boutique women receive vouchers for a 
free work related outfits.  
 
Collection site:  Beschen Law Group, PLLC 
   103 East Holly Street, Suite 505 (Bellingham National Bank Building) 
 
Date for drop off:  Begins 2/24/2022 - 3/17/2022 
 
Preferred Time for Drop Offs:  Drop offs Thursdays between 9:00 and 4:00 (we can accommodate 
different dates and times as needed. Please email Haley@beschenlaw.com if you need accommoda-
tion for a different drop off time).  Male professional clothing will also be accepted at the same date 
and time, and brought to a different non-profit.   
 
 

Whatcom Women Lawyers Happy Hour  
 
Whatcom Women Lawyers invites you to the first happy hour of 2022.  
 
Join us and meet Kari Petrasek, Washington Women Lawyer’s treasurer and candidate for the 
WSBA District 2 Governor position. Learn about the upcoming Board of Governor’s election and 
enjoy the company of our colleagues and friends.  
          Everyone is welcome! 
 
 March 10 @ 5 p.m. 
 
 Beschen Law Group, PLLC 
 103 E. Holly 
 Suite 505 
 Bellingham, WA 98225 

mailto:Haley@beschenlaw.com
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Kari Petrasek for WSBA BOG Seat in District #2  

 

 Hello fellow District 2 colleagues. I am running to 
represent all lawyers of District #2 on the WSBA Board 
of Governors, and I care deeply about this District.  

 I have spent 20 years in practice, working in small 
firms for 12 years, before becoming a solo attorney 8 
years ago, and have represented clients in the most re-
mote areas of Snohomish, Skagit, Island, and Whatcom 
Counties. I understand the challenges we have in form-
ing meaningful relationships with other attorneys and     Kari Petrasek      
clients in small cities. The decisions that the WSBA makes has significant ramifica-
tions on the way each one of us practices law, now and in the future.  

 I have extensive litigation experience in nearly every area of the law, and have 
had many leadership positions within the WSBA, with the Snohomish County Bar 
Association, and Washington Women Lawyers (WWL). Most recently, I served as 
chair of the Solo & Small Practice Section for 2½ years, and am now serving on the 
newly formed STAR committee that is looking to create access to justice, education, 
and support for recent law school graduates and attorneys practicing in rural and 
small towns. I have served on numerous other WSBA committees during my career 
which focus on access to justice issues and support for all attorneys, including both 
new and experienced attorneys. In 2011, I helped to implement and have continued 
operation of a low-income senior estate planning clinic at Snohomish County Legal 
Services which connects new attorneys with experienced mentor attorneys.  

 For the past 5 years, I have served as the treasurer of the state and county 
WWL boards and Snohomish County Bar Association where I have created budgets 
and overseen the investment of money into various accounts that has created income 
for the various organizations. Given this experience, I would be well versed in ex-
amining the WSBA budget each year and commenting on ways the WSBA can stay 
within its means without constantly increasing annual dues. 

 Throughout my career, I have shown that I am a proven leader, careful listen-
er, and collaborator. I am not stuck in the old way of doing things and am always 
open to new ideas.  

 I am committed to advancing the profession of law and will be a strong advo-
cate for our community.   

 This, I can only do with your support and time – please, take the time to vote.  
It only takes 20 seconds and your ballots should arrive by e-mail on March 15th. 

https://nwsidebar.wsba.org/2021/04/20/take-it-from-a-wsba-volunteer-a-qa-with-kari-petrasek/
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A Winter of Passing 
Attorneys in our Community who have passed recently 

 
 

Rolf G. Beckhusen Jr ., WSBA# 5037  (December 27, 1944 - February 
05, 2022) 
Living a full life to age 77, Rolf Beckhusen was born December 27th, 1944 to German im-
migrants.  Rolf attended Coe College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa studying history.  He later at-
tended the law school at the University of Cincinnati.  Rolf was a proponent of equal rights 
and steadfast in his morals and beliefs in always doing the right thing. Rolf shook Martin 
Luther King Jr’s hand on four different occasions. After law school, he worked as a district 
attorney and was involved with VISTA working with Native American tribes in Spokane. 
Rolf later went on to work for the City of Bellingham before he started his private practice 

in 1979. Rolf was the type of lawyer who truly went out of his way to help the little guy.  He went about this with 
amazing equinamity in situations where most would have lost their cool.  Rolf often traded legal services for 
skilled labor for folks unable to afford payment, never wanting to turn anyone away.  
 The family is planning a private internment for February 22, 2022 at Bayview Cemetery.  A public celebra-
tion of life will be planned in the next few months.  In lieu of flowers, please invite a friend to Rolf’s favorite wa-
tering hole, Cafe Akroteri, tell some great stories and raise a glass in his honor.  You may share memories with the 
family at:  Rolf Beckhusen - Moles Farewell Tributes  

 
Judge Marshall Forrest. WSBA# 3094  (April 4, 1918 - January 12, 
2022 ) 
Retired Judge, Marshall Forrest, 103, died peacefully on Jan. 12, 2022. Born on April 4, 
1918 in Chicago, IL, he was educated at The Lawrenceville School, Princeton Univ., and 
Northwestern Univ. before joining the U.S. Army in 1942.  He graduated from the Univ. of 
Chicago Law School (cum laude, Order of the Coif) in 1947 and moved to Bellingham, WA 
where he raised his family and practiced law. 
 In 1972 he became a Superior Court Judge for Whatcom County, where he served 
until 1989, when he joined the Washington State Court of Appeals (1989-93). Forrest also 
served in the Washington State Legislature and for many years on the Board of Trustees of 
Western Washington State College (WWSC). After retiring from the court, he served on the 
Washington State Gambling Commission and handled multiple arbitrations. Among his 

many awards, Forrest was proud to receive the Washington State Bar Association Outstanding Judge Award in 
1992.    
 Forrest requested that there be no public memorial service and that in lieu of flowers, memorial remem-
brances should be sent to Planned Parenthood or WildEarth Guardians.  

 
Greg L. Kosanke, WSBA# 8936 (March 13, 1952 - January 23, 2022) 
Greg Kosanke, age 69, passed away at home in Bellingham on Sunday, January 23, 2022. 
He was born March 13, 1952 in Wichita, KS to Capt. Carl W and Mary C. (Rebenack) 
Kosanke. Greg graduated from O'Dea High School, Western Washington University and 
earned his law degree from Gonzaga University. He married Joan Neupert June 1977 and 
had three daughters.  
 As a longtime attorney in Whatcom County, Greg was a partner in Smith, Kosanke 
& Wright in Lynden. Beloved brother, father, grandfather and uncle. He traveled the world 
and enjoyed scuba diving, snow skiing, the Zags and the Sonics, kicking-ass in court, and 
watching his grandkids run around his house and play in the lake.  

 A celebration of Greg's life with reception will be held on his 70th birthday, Sunday, March 13th at 1 PM at 
the Squalicum Boathouse, 2600 N. Harbor Loop Dr. in Bellingham. You may share memories with the family 
at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.  

https://www.molesfarewelltributes.com/obituaries/rolf-beckhusen/
http://www.westfordfuneralhome.com/
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Commissioner Nicholas Henery  
joins Bellingham Municipal Court  

 
by Janice Keller, Communications Director  
 
Bellingham Municipal Court Judge Debra Lev 
announces the appointment of Court Com-
missioner Nicholas Henery, who was sworn in 
during a ceremony held earlier this year and is 
now hearing cases in the Municipal Court. 

Commissioner Henery most recently served 
as a Skagit County public defender, where he 
handled a full felony caseload and gained 
broad trial experience. Prior to that, he served 
as a Skagit County Superior Court law 
clerk. He is a long-time Bellingham resident, a 
graduate of Western Washington University, 
and received his Juris Doctorate from Gon-
zaga University School of Law. 

Commissioner Henery is serving in the court 
commissioner position formerly held by Pete 
Smiley, who resigned in fall 2021 and relocated to accept a civil law position 
in Island County. 

The court commissioner is a judicial officer as set forth in RCW 3.50.075, pre-
siding over a variety of hearings as prescribed in Washington State Law and 
in accordance with established court rules, legal procedures, and professional 
ethics. 

https://youtu.be/gg2TLxV9p68
https://youtu.be/gg2TLxV9p68
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=3.50.075
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Relevant Links to Documents 
 
Independent Investigation Report (PDF) 
(Note: Identifying information has been redacted to protect individuals’ privacy) 
 
Summary of Findings (PDF)  

https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/independent-study.pdf
https://cob.org/wp-content/uploads/Summary-of-Findings.pdf
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Exceptionally Nice Downtown Office 

Space for Lease.  

Conveniently located on the corner of Mag-
nolia and N. State at 1329 N. State, adjoin-
ing suites 203, 204 and 205 (1,039 rentable 
square feet) are available for lease. Historic 
AND modernized – this space has individu-
ally controlled AC/heat, modern elevator, 
optional paid private parking, ample street 
parking, and a lot of lovely original and pe-
riod fixtures and trim. Huge windows in 
each office, especially the corner office. 
Huge shared kitchen with dishwasher. 
Locked mailbox. Security system available. 
Building owner is onsite and invested in 
happy tenants.  

Gross lease – no NNN surprises. Please 
contact afouladi@yahoo.com and cc: 
ann@vetterhansen.com for more infor-
mation.  

You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you 

know as of today, if you pay your sponsor-

ship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, you 

get a 5% discount?  If you pay for a year or 

more, you get a 10% discount!!!!  Who 

knows what the Editor will offer you if you 

want to pay for a decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 

mailto:afouladi@yahoo.com
mailto:ann@vetterhansen.com
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Bret Simmons, Kelley Sweeney and Jill Smith of Simmons Sweeney Smith, are excited to announce they will be merging 
with Freimund Tardif PLLC, effective January 1, 2022.  Freimund Tardiff, based in Olympia, is a successful, well estab-
lished litigation firm that also focuses its practice on defending public entities and individuals in claims involving person-
al injury, employment, discrimination, sex abuse and other various torts.  The purpose of the merger is to combine the 
significant trial experience of our respective firms, and expand our geographical area of practice, in order to best serve 
our clients all across the state.  
 
Our firm name will change to Simmons Sweeney Freimund Smith Tardif PLLC. The Bellingham office address remains 
the same: 1223 Commercial Street, Bellingham WA 98225. 
 
The Seattle office is located at 600 Stewart Street, Suite 1115, Seattle, WA 98101.   
 
The Olympia office is located at 711 Capital Way South, Olympia WA 98501. 
 
The firm’s email addresses will remain the same, as will the phone number: (360) 752-2000.  Any member of the team 
can be reached at this phone number.  



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  
You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s going on.  
So does everyone else.  If you have a service to offer to 
your colleagues in the local legal community — or if you 
just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, easier 
way to do it.  Pay in advance for 6 months, you get a 5% 
discount.  Pay a year or more, you get a 10% discount!!!!   

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publish-
er .pub, .JPG, .GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@whatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the 
ad if you know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you 
want.  Questions?  E-mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-
mail address, or call  (360) 332-7000 . 

Yes, we publish in color! 


