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The President’s Column
By Matt Conner, WCBA President 2020

What Will The Future Hold?
I have been spending time thinking about what our future in the legal
profession will look like. In a year, in five years, in ten years, in twenty, in fifty. Will we all be working remotely in our isolated bubble pods? Will we be connected via virtual reality worlds? Will we
have 3-D holographic displays? Our system of justice knows how to shift with technology albeit
slowly. Are we about to take the great leap forward?
I understand that Texas tried a zoom jury a trial. Here is the link to the article: https://
www.law360.com/articles/1274097/texas-court-holds-first-jury-trial-via-zoom-in-insurance-feud
Jurors holding pets, checking phones, walking off screen…does not feel like justice to me.
My office conducts depositions, mediations, and arbitrations using either zoom, skype, goto
meetings, etc… none are great but we limp along.
Maybe we are trying too hard. Perhaps we should simply go outside? Trials held in open
spaces so that anyone can watch and remain safe from virus spreaders. Maybe convert ballparks,
large theaters, gyms, arenas, parking lots, and parks? Any place that is large, has no elevators, and
space to spread out.
There was a time before the internet, cell phones, scanners, copiers, faxes and digital everything. Technology and speed go hand in hand. Justice delayed is justice denied said we all. We
raced to multi-task and grow our businesses. Now
we survive based on our bandwidth and the good
graces of the internet gods (Comcast, Century Link,
Pogo). Everything feels slower and takes longer.
Feelings of isolation, frustration, and hopelessness
abound. Change is hard. Moving forward is hard.
We will not be the same and we have a chance to
become something better. How do we show that
there is still rules, laws, and Justice? This is our revolution and rather than complain, struggle, and feel
left behind, I urge you all to keep trying. I applaud
the zoom jury and I know we can do it too but
better.
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek performs songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron,
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.
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WCBJ Editor’s Annotation after looking around and reading between the lines: Everyone thought
Judge Svaren would run again, then on filing day he decided to retire. Surprisingly, three candidates
were able to file in time: https://voter.votewa.gov/CandidateList.aspx?e=865&c=29 This caught everyone, including the rest of the bench by surprise. In related news, but lacking any gossip factor,
Judge Needy decided to retire and District Court Judge Verge filed to run for that open seat. No one
filed against Judge Verge. Congratulations Judge Verge.
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Editor’s Note: Link to All Whatcom Superior Court Orders: http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/413/Superior-Court

FROM THE WHATCOM SUPERIOR COURT
5-29-20
Dear Colleagues:
The Whatcom County Superior Court is issuing Administrative Order #8. We are doing this in order to respond to inquiries and concerns raised by defense counsel and the prosecuting attorney’s
office.
These are trying times, and our circumstances are fluid, to say the least. For instance, next week,
on Friday, there are over fifty matters scheduled for out of custody arraignment. Although there
may some reason to believe that a good number of individuals may not appear, we cannot plan that
way or assume that that will be true; they were summonsed and we have to be prepared to serve
them all.
We also have to apply social distancing. The Whatcom County Superior Court in the aggregate believes that COVID 19 is a serious disease, perhaps not significant for most, but deadly for some.
Here in Whatcom County the mortality rate is around 8%. For those of you who have expressed
your frustration about ongoing restrictions, we would like to point out that our nation as a whole
has now surpassed 100,000 deaths in a bare two months which is more than the total number of
Americans who died in both the Korean and Vietnam conflicts combined, which raged over the
course of years.
Thus, and particularly in light of the fact that our county has failed to meet benchmarks for moving
into phase two of Washington State’s Safe Start Plan, we believe that social distancing and the ongoing requirement for COVID protective policies are vital for the protection of the public including every criminal defendant, civil litigant, attorney or court staff member. We balance this against
our obligations to provide access to justice as well as to protect individual constitutional rights.

Order #8 institutes a time staggering process to avoid having too many persons in the courthouse,
using the courthouse elevators, and being in the courtroom where large calendars would otherwise
be heard. We recognize there are many unknowns at this moment, and that as a result of the implementation of this process there may be down time in court and that the plan may seem complex.
Nonetheless, we have an obligation to anticipate that every person having been summonsed will
appear, and we have an obligation to heed the advice of public health experts regarding things like
social distancing. As you can see in Order#8, the Office of Assigned Counsel will be reaching out
next week to every person on the out-of-custody arraignment calendars who do not yet have an attorney, notifying them of the time they are expected to appear and inquiring whether they would
like to apply for an attorney. Further, he Whatcom County Clerk’s Office is standing by to post no(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

tices for persons entering the courthouse regarding the time of their appearance, and to provide additional space for defendants to maintain social distancing while waiting for their cases to be called.
Given that no human can possibly be perfect, it is interesting to note that there often seems to be an
expectation that plans made by humans should themselves be perfect. There is a related problem
that if one takes all of the time one has trying to make one’s plan perfect, the ability to act in a timely and decisive manner is lost. Doubtless, there will be criticisms of this order, but at this time it is
the Court’s expectation that everyone will cooperate fully in implementing this plan,with a spirit of
desiring to make it work, so that we can actually know what its deficiencies are and what needs to
be tweaked, or corrected, or discontinued altogether.
Thank you for your time and polite attention, and for your service to the system of justice on behalf
of the people of Whatcom County.
Respectfully,
For the Presiding Judge,
Robert E. Olson, Judge
Department One,
Whatcom County Superior Court
360-778-5613
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nary Board Chair have entered orders regarding modified
procedures during the pendency of the COVID-19 public
health emergency for matters in the licensed legal proSummer Bar Exams. UPDATE (May 13): The 2020 Uniform Bar exam will be administered in Washington on fessional discipline and disability system. Read the Court
July 28 and 29 and Sept, 9 and 10 for applicants who Order and Administrative Order (revised and extended).
met the deadlines to take the July bar exam in Washington state (no new applications are being accepted Office of Disciplinary Counsel operations. While WSBA’s
for either exam date). If you have applied to take the physical office is closed, the Office of Disciplinary Counsel
July exam, you do not need to submit a new applica- is continuing its work through online communications.
tion for the September exam. The exams will be ad- Please communicate with us by sending messages and
required information to the email address of the asministered on both dates in the Seattle-TacomaEverett area and the Spokane area, at specific testing signed disciplinary counsel on the matter. If there is not
an assigned disciplinary counsel or you do not have discisites that will be identified later, and all administraplinary counsel’s email address, send email to
tions will comply with then-existing public health
caa@wsba.org. If you are filing a grievance, please use
guidelines. Please see the May 13 letter from the
our E-Grievance Form. Responses to mailed grievances
Washington Supreme Court for more information.
We will be working hard to provide a safe and appro- will be delayed. We will update this information as soon
as WSBA onsite processes resume.
priate testing setting for every applicant.

Important licensing and court updates:

MCLE Compliance. You can earn free and low-cost CLE
credits through WSBA CLE and partners that are offering free and low cost CLEs related to the COVID-19 pandemic; see the green box above. WSBA CLE also offers
free CLEs monthly through our popular Legal Lunchbox webcast series.
If you are due to report MCLE credits at the end of 2020
and are facing a hardship related to COVID-19 or other
reasons, you may petition the MCLE Board for an extension or modification of the MCLE requirements. For instructions on how to fill out and submit an undue hardship form please contact the MCLE team
at mcle@wsba.org
Proclamation regarding protection orders and personal
service. In response to an increase in domestic violence
reports, Gov. Inslee has temporarily waived and suspended specified statutes that limit the authority of courts to
issue initial protection orders without full and/or inperson hearings; and to allow for use of alternative
means of service, including electronic means of service.
Read the proclamation here.

License suspension deadline moved to June 30. The
Washington Supreme Court has extended the deadline
for WSBA to send its recommendations for licensing suspensions from May 5 to June 30. This applies to all members who are currently late complying with licensing payments and MCLE requirements (members on the presuspension list will be notified directly). The WSBA Board of
Governors requested the deadline extension.
Remote administration of oaths or affirmations. As supported by WSBA in conjunction with the Washington
Court Reporters Association, the Washington Supreme
Court has suspended any local or state court rule that
requires administering any oath or affirmation in-person
where such oaths or affirmations can be administered
remotely by available technologies … and is not otherwise prohibited.” Read the Order.
Virtual notarial acts: As requested by WSBA leaders,
Gov. Inslee has immediately allowed for the use of electronic/remote notarization, with specific conditions authorized in Senate Bill 5641 (originally slated to go into
effect Oct. 1, 2020). Proclamation extended to May 31.

Waiver of Admissions Oath. Until Washington is no longer in a state of emergency, the Washington Supreme
Court has waived the APR 5 requirement of an opencourt oath in the admissions process for attorneys, limDisciplinary and disability proceedings. The Washington ited practice officers, and limited license legal techniSupreme Court and the Chief Hearing Officer and Discipli- cians; any judge of any court is authorized to administer
the oath by telephone, video, or online technology.
Suspension of Rules of Appellate Procedure (RAP). The
Washington Supreme Court has temporarily suspended
RAP 18.8(b) and (c). Read the Court Order.
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC
Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experience handling serious felonies at the Whatcom
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US
District Court, and for the Federal Public Defenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal career, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter
during which time he won an Emmy for his
work.
Jackson’s practice includes
defense of individuals accused of criminal conduct,
appellate work, employment
actions, wrongful discrimination, civil rights, and vacating criminal convictions.

You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Yes, we publish in color!
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .

1/4

