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BAR LUNCH
On June 5th! ( 2019 ) At High Noon!
At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham.
Guest Speakers:

WSBA Governor Carla Higginson,
our representative for District #2.
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accuracy. All opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do
not reflect the opinions of the Bar
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agents thereof.
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Photos from 2019 Whatcom County Color of Justice
This color of justice event was held April 24, 2019 at Whatcom Community College in Bellingham, Washington. The event was a project of the National Association of Women Judges (NAWJ)
with support from the Washington Superior Court Judges' Association and Washington Supreme
Court's Minority and Justice Commission.
Speakers were: Judge Raquel Montoya-Lewis; Justice Mary Yu; Justice Steven Gonzalez; Judge
Lori K. Smith; Commissioner Angela Cuevas; Commissioner Leon Henley; and Judge Randy
Doucet.

Local attorney mentors for the students were Junga Subadar, Miles Russell, Gurjot Narwal,
Rajeev D. Majumdar, Ziad Youssef, Esther Hyun, Carrie Blackwood, Eugene Keay, Simi Jain,
and Christina Garcia (editor’s error if I forgot anyone). Photo Credits to WA Courts, more here.
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek per forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron,
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving downtown, leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work
space, and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com
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Whatcom Women Lawyers Thanks You
for a Successful Clothing Drive!
Thank You For All The Donations!
Thank you to everyone that participated in the Whatcom Women Lawyers' Professional Clothing
Drive and Carmichael Clark, P.S. for serving as the donation drop location. We were able to collect the following clothing items for YWCA and Lydia Place:
WOMEN:
Sweater or blouse: 55
Pants or skirt: 22
Jacket or blazer (without matching bottom): 11
Accessories (pairs of shoes and bags of jewelry or makeup were counted as one item): 20
Full suit: 8
Dress: 13
MEN:

Shirt or sweater: 17
Vest: 2
Pants: 6
Jacket or Blazer: 6
Accessories: 3

Women’s clothes have been donated to the YWCA’s Back to Work Boutique and men’s clothes
to Lydia Place. Thank you, again, for your participation and generosity!
2018-2019 Chapter Board
Emily Beschen, Erin Jajtner - Co-Presidents
Haylee Hurst, Catherine Moore - Co-Vice Presidents
Esther Hyun - Secretary
Kailin James - Treasurer
Jennifer Slattery - State Board Liaison
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Pro Bono Connection
We Need Your Help This Summer:

Sign up for Street Law @ The Library!

Help your low-income neighbors.
Earn 3 free CLE credits.
Saturdays 1:00 — 4:00 pm
June 15th
July 6th
July 20th
August 3rd
August 17th
September 7th
September 21st
Contact nikki@lawadvocates.org
or 360-671-6079 x10

Thank You May Volunteer
Attorneys!*
Maren Anderson
Kathryn Berger
Olivia Burkland
Aaron Brinckerhoff

Attention Family Law Attorneys: Want to
help a vulnerable immigrant family?
LAW Advocates needs 6 hours of your time
to help with a Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status case.
Learn more about Special Immigrant
Juveniles here: https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/sij

Katti Esp
Erin Glass
Nancy Ivarinen
Kathy Marshall
Colin Morrow
Jennifer Roberts
Lisa Saar
*as of press time

No immigration law experience required or
expected.
To learn more and see if this could be a
good match for you, please contact
nikki@lawadvocates.org
or 360-671-6079 x10

J U N E 2 0 19

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

PAGE 7

Monthly Family Law Committee Meeting
Local family law practitioners shall begin meeting on a monthly basis to address issues
raised at the recent bench/bar meeting led by Judge Olson. The Whatcom County Bar Association has approved the formation of a committee to address these issues. Specifically, the committee's goal will be to develop and present to the court/judges (1) a proposed letter or notice
that will provide information about Alternative Dispute Resolution and other resources in our
community for family law cases and (2) proposed changes to the Superior Court Local Rules for
domestic relations proceedings.
We also foresee that after the committee has completed its work, this meeting will turn
into a monthly meeting of family law practitioners where there can be further discussions of local family law practice issues or professional development topics.
The first meeting will be held on June 17th from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Suite 160 of the
Bellingham Towers. Thereafter, meetings will be held the 3rd Monday of the month in the same
location.
If you would like to join the committee, please send Jennifer Slattery
(jennifer@kulshanlaw.com) your contact information and email address. Even if you do not
want to join the committee, please feel free to come to the monthly meetings and provide input.
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ACROSS THE LINE:
By Scott Railton

BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE

Cascadia Cross-Border Law

1305 11th Street, Suite 301
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Bellingham, WA 98225
www.cascadia.com

srailton@cascadia.com
Tel: (360) 671-5945

Recent Marijuana Conviction Relief Statute May Not Help Noncitizens
Increasingly, states and municipalities are adding post-conviction relief for marijuana offenders,
as part of marijuana law reforms. The basic idea is that someone with a past marijuana conviction
can get some sort of post-conviction relief, such as a pardon, expungement, or reclassification of
the conviction.
Washington State passed such a law this year, SB 5605, which takes effect July 27, 2019. The
new law requires Washington State judges to grant requests to vacate misdemeanor marijuana
possession convictions that happened before legalization, if the individual was 21 or older.
Here is the key language:
5)Every person convicted of a misdemeanor marijuana offense, who was twentyone years of age or older at the time of the offense, may apply to the sentencing
court for a vacation of the applicant's record of conviction for the offense. A
misdemeanor marijuana offense includes, but is not limited to: Any offense under RCW 69.50.4014,from July 1, 2004, onward, and its predecessor statutes, including RCW 69.50.401(e), from March 21, 1979, to July 1, 2004, and RCW
69.50.401(d), from May 21, 1971, to March 21, 1979, and any offense under an
equivalent municipal ordinance. If an applicant qualifies under this subsection,
the court shall vacate the record of conviction.
Other jurisdictions have taken similar approaches. For example, California’s Proposition 64,
known as the Control, Regulate and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act, allows certain felony convictions to be “redesignated” as misdemeanors. Seattle, Washington, and Boulder, Colorado have
taken affirmative steps to vacate old offenses. Canada is looking at instituting at a nation-wide
pardon process.
Will these post-conviction relief measures help non-citizens, facing deportation or in dealing with
admissibility issues? It is an important question, because the Immigration and Nationality Act is
inflexible when it comes to controlled substance offenses, with sometimes dire consequences. Indeed, largely because of this, the Supreme Court laid down minimum standards for representing
noncitizens in Padilla v. Kentucky, 559 U.S. 356 (2010).
A Ninth Circuit cases this past month is not promising for immigrants. The case, Prado v. Barr,
No. 17-72914 (9th Cir. 5/10/19) considered whether a felony conviction of possession of marijua(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

na for sale still counts for immigration purposes, after being reclassified to a misdemeanor based on a
Court order rendered pursuant to California’s Proposition 64.
The Ninth said that “federal immigration law does not recognize a state’s policy decision to expunge
(or recall or reclassify) a valid state conviction.” The Court will recognize the vacate of a conviction
for a substantive or procedural defect, based on established post-conviction relief law. However, rehabilitation, immigration hardship, and/or equitable relief are not suitable bases for vacating the immigration impacts of an original conviction.
The Court then determined that Proposition 64’s provisions were more rehabilitative than substantive
in nature, and therefore ineffective for immigration. The Court also held that mere reclassification—
felony to misdemeanor in this case—was a limited expungement, rather than a full expungement, and
thus also insufficient.
The Ninth's decision may still be appealed for en banc hearing, or to the Supreme Court. The ruling
is specific to Proposition 64, but I think it is indicative of how the question may be handled for other
state statutes, such as with Washington State’s SB 5605.
Attorneys and their noncitizen clients facing this circumstance should therefore be aware that they
cannot rely on this statute. Also, if seeking post-conviction relief before a state court, the request for
relief needs to be carefully considered to meet the stringent standards required for relief under immigration law.

PAGE 10

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

J U N E 2 0 19

Ramblings of a Small Time Country
Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

Life is Good.

Subtitle: Life is also bad. Life is change.

Life is good. Life is bad. Everyone you know is going to
die. You are going to die. It probably won’t be pleasant. Everyone around you, your parents, your children, your loved ones…
have lives full of suffering. My daughter, Savitri, is going to have
challenges that she will have to face on her own long after I am
gone.
Heavy. But, hey! The sun is shining, the birds are chirping, and life is good! My three year old daughter, oblivious to all
of the thoughts above, happily roams about discovering the world,
or follows me about the house telling me her creative thoughts
about her imaginary friends “Chee-chee, Pu-pu, and Lllllllllroo” (she doesn’t watch TV, and I have to assume all of these names #39753B gleaning wisdom from Grandfather
are spontaneous creations of her own). All is right in her world, everything is new, and all she has to put
up with is the seemingly arbitrary boundaries and compulsions the elders in her life impose, and the wisdom
forced upon her by those with lessons to give. She joyfully exists in the present, only tangentially concerned with the past and the future.

Meanwhile, I plot and plan her future, and devise ways to teach her the value of oaths, cunning, exercise, respecting your elders, negotiation, hard work, etc., etc. — all while full well knowing that life is in
constant transition, and the best laid plans fall to pieces in the face of the unexpected, the inevitable, and the
inherent unique individuality and personality each human arrives with. And because all plans succumb to
entropy eventually, we must enjoy and savor life as it goes well, and appreciate the people in our lives while
they exist. Being a father is teaching me these things better, and I like to think that this generally makes me
more content and cheery. Life is good.
On the other hand, being a parent, puts the burden of both knowing the harshness of reality and trying to figure out how to best prepare your child to deal with that reality.
Life is bad. Unfortunately, the best lesson is probably that of example,
so I redouble my efforts to live the life of best self. Luckily, my daughter and I are privileged, in that she has many other elders in her life to
provide her with good examples. Now we just have to help her reconcile and differentiate between those examples to find the best path to a
life of moderation and achievement.
Being a lawyer is immensely helpful in this endeavor. Since being involved in other people’s conflict, provides me with endless examples of
people making good and bad choices. How do non-lawyers even raise
children? What do they teach them about promissory notes or contracts?
Do those parents debate at the dinner table as to whether to bail them out
of jail or not when the time comes? (I am for posting bail, my wife is for
letting her sit there!) What about the importance of insurance liability
and its limitations? I don’t know how non-lawyers do it, but I suppose
as long as we all remember to savor those around us and teach the children around us by example, it will all work out, plans intact or not.
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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FAIRHAVEN
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT
Brett McCandlis Brown &
Conner is moving downtown,
leaving their 2400 square foot
suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area,
work space, and 2 bathrooms.
Can be subdivided.
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-5939101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com
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TEMPORARY MATERNITY LEAVE PARALEGAL POSITION
Our private litigation firm is seeking an experienced paralegal to fill a temporary
maternity leave position from approximately December 3, 2018, through April 5,
2018.
This position requires strong organizational and communication skills and at least
five years’ experience working for a trial lawyer.

The paralegal will be responsible for calendaring court deadlines, drafting pleadings, complying with local rules in several counties, and communicating directly
with clients by phone and e-mail.
In addition, experience working with WordPerfect, Word, Outlook and Court
Docketing Programs is preferred.
Interested applicants are asked to e-mail a cover letter and resume that includes
professional references to lindsey.rutherford@frontier.com.
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You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!
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Grow your business with
our
all-inclusive offices!

Stop by for a Tour
Today!
We also have
virtual
options!
Executive Offices include everything to meet your
business needs, all in one place!







Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting
Tailored to Your Needs
All Utilities Included
Fully Furnished
On-Site Mail Reception
Advanced Copy & Print Center
On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You
Are
1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200
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WCBA MONTHLY MEETING – May 2019
5/1/19

Whatcom County Bar Association
Monthly Meeting
Northwood Hall – Bellingham, Washington

I.

Call to Order

II.

Recognition of Judicial Officers:
Judicial Roll Call:
Commissioner Thorn

III.

Guest Introductions: Deborah Lawson – Intern with Whatcom Civil Rights (WWU Intern/student)

IV.

Letter to the Bar from Judge Snyder – Nick Fay read letter from Judge Snyder thanking
the bar for his retirement party

V.

Approval of April 2019 Meeting Minutes - approved

VI.

Treasurer’s Report - Approved Treasurer’s Report for April 2019

VII. Upcoming Events/Announcements
WWL Happy Hour on May 16 at Twin Sisters brewery at 5 p.m.
VIII. New Business
Judges/commissioners met with family law attorneys on April 15. Judges/
commissioners recommended a committee to explore options for policy and rules
changes related to family law. Jennifer Slattery made a motion to approve the formation of a committee to Whatcom County Superior Court policy and rule changes
related to family law – Committee was Approved. Committee open to all who are
interested in joining (email Jennifer to join). First meeting of the committee will be
held on June 17 at 12 pm first floor conference room of the Towers.
Speakers: Natalia Fior McMahon with the Campaign for Equal Justice and board member
Kirsten Barron
Meeting Adjourned
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .

1/4

