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he monthly bar lunch and meeting will not be held in July and will 
return in September, but the Editor strongly encourage you to eat 
lunch anyways as it is part of a balanced day and will keep you 
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Human Trafficking in Whatcom County is 

Real   
  

I was recently discussing a featured speaker at this month’s Washington 

Women Lawyers Judicial Awards Lunch with a colleague.  Honorable Judge Mack of the King County 

Superior presented on human trafficking, and the trafficking of children for sex in particular.  While 

human trafficking is a disturbing topic some of the information and statistics presented by Judge Mack 

were particularly troubling.  With the explosion of free or low cost ad sites, primarily Backpage.com, 

the sex trafficking of children has skyrocketed.  The most common profile of a consumer of paid sex 

services it professional men of working age, often with families.  These men, 20s-50s are often using 

work place computers to “order” children for sex.  Frequently the sex acts themselves occur in the 

workplace. 1 

Whatcom County is not immune from human trafficking for sex.  Just this past November the Belling-

ham Police Department raided the Bellingham Foot Spa just across the Guide from Bellis Fair Mall.  

The Foot Spa had been operating as a brothel and police rescued four woman who were victims of hu-

man trafficking.  Furthermore, while backpage.com recently closed its “adults” section after numerous 

actions by government and law enforcement ads for sex workers have simply shifted the “women seek-

ing men” section of the site.  Even a casual check of Bellingham section of Backpage.com reveals nu-

merous obvious solicitations from sex workers.  

While solutions to this problem are complex, Judge Mack suggested one thing we as lawyers can do.  

First, because so much of the “shopping” occurs online from work computers we must be diligent in 

monitoring workplace internet traffic and maintaining a zero tolerance policy.  Also make it clear to 

our employees that illegal activity will be reported to the police.  Furthermore, we should encourage 

our business clients to have similar policies in place.  Not only for humanitarian reasons but because, 

after several successful lawsuits against backpage.com, liability for businesses who ignore illegal ac-

tivity is not unrealistic.   

Also, many of us will come into contact with victims of sex trafficking in our practice, in family law, 

immigration, or criminal defense.  Be alert for suspicious signs of someone who is being taken ad-

vantage of and make a report if you are concerned.  Also, remember that trafficked sex workers are 

victims not criminals and we should do whatever we can to help heal these persons from the tremen-

dous damage done to them.  

Endnotes 

1 — Also discussing the profile of consumers of sex trafficked children http://whatcomwatch.org/

index.php/article/human-trafficking-in-whatcom-county/  

The President’s Column 
  By David Brown, WCBA President 2017 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms 

e-mail ad copy as MS Word .doc file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Questions? Call 360 527-9400 

Attorney Available to Assist with Overflow Work.   Former Sole Practitioner licensed in both 
Georgia and Washington, will assist with your Overflow needs; now you can have the part-time assis-
tance you need, when you need it.  Professional and dependable.  Can work on-site or off-site at my 
own well-equipped home office.  Rates variable by complexity of work; minimum 3 hours.  Contact 
me directly as follows:  Carol Sheppard (770) 366-8186 or CSSheppard100@gmail.com. 

Assistance in Serious Cases:  Just moved to Bellingham.  Recently licensed in Washington, with 
42 years of trial experience in Texas, including lead counsel in 2 Capital Murders in the past two 
years, and 12 years as a trial judge.  Available to assist in preparation and trial of serious cases - crimi-

nal and civil.  Contact:  Norman E. Lanford, Sr., 512-751-1272, or n.lanford@sbcglobal.net. 

Legal Assistant with 20+ Years Experience.  Legal assistant (finalizing paralegal degree at 
WCC) with 20+ years of experience available for temp service / vacation relief through 9/15/17. 
Email: johnson.rhondam7@gmail.com for resume, references and recommendation letters. 

Proposed Amendments to Local Rules of Bankruptcy Pro-
cedure and Local Bankruptcy Forms, including Chapter 13 

Form Plan, Published for Public Comment 
Release Date:   Fri, 06/16/2017 
 

The United States Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Washington solicits comments, 
pursuant to Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 9029, on proposed amendments to the Local 
Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure and Local Bankruptcy Forms, including proposed amendments 
to the local form chapter 13 plan. The proposed amendments, with redline comparisons, are 
posted below. Comments must be submited in writing by email to LBRcom-
ments@wawb.uscourts.gov or by mail as noted in the Official Notice below. The public com-
ment period ends July 21, 2017. Final amendments will be adopted by court order and be effec-
tive Dec. 1, 2017. Pending national bankruptcy rule and form changes effective Dec. 1, 2017, 
are available here. 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:CSSheppard100@gmail.com
mailto:n.lanford@sbcglobal.net
mailto:LBRcomments@wawb.uscourts.gov
mailto:LBRcomments@wawb.uscourts.gov
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNjE2Ljc0NzI0NDMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDYxNi43NDcyNDQzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE4MDAzOTM3JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFqZWV2QG5vcnRod2hhdGNvbWxhdy5jb20md
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Pro Bono Connection 
Save the Date 

 

LAW Advocates Volunteer Appreciation Event at 
Boundary Bay Brewery Fryday Fish Fry 

Friday, July 28th 
 

Live Music by The Legendary Chucklenuts at 6pm 
Families & Friends Welcome 

More details to come! 
 

Questions? Contact Nikki at 360-671-6079 ext. 
10 or nikki@lawadvocates.org 

Volunteer Attorneys Needed! 
 

Street Law @ Project Homeless Connect  

Friday, July 21, 2017 

Bellingham High School 

Shifts: 

11am-1pm; 1pm-3pm; 3pm-4pm 
 

Street Law @ The Library  

Saturdays 1-4pm 

July 15th* 

July 22nd 

August 5th 

August 26th* 

*Family Law Attorney Needed 

360-671-6079 ext. 10 or Nikki@lawadvocates.org to 
sign up 

Kirsten Barron 

Aaron 
Brinckerhoff 

Olivia Burkland 

Ryan Castle 

Mercedes 
Donchez 

Nick Fay 

Pat Gallery 

Brian Hansen 

Skip Johnson 

Lisa Keeler 

Kendra Kelly 

Annalise 
Martucci 

Kelly Owen 

Karen Phillips 

Dan Raas 

Josephina 
Ramirez 

Lisa Saar 

Maureen 
Toomey 

Emily Yeh 

*As of press time 

Thank you to our 
June Volunteer Attorneys*! 
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To keep people safe, housed, and out of poverty… 

...support civil legal aid 
 

By Kirsten Barron & Lisa Saar 

 

It is a cornerstone of our democratic society, the Constitutional promise of “justice for all”; the 

right to an attorney if you are charged with a crime, even if you cannot afford one.  But for tens of 

thousands of people in our state who live in poverty and face civil legal crises, a lawyer is not pro-

vided to them.  

 

Access to civil legal aid can mean the difference between homelessness and a roof overhead for 

families.  Legal aid can save the lives of a woman and her children fleeing domestic violence.  It can 

turn around a young person’s life after they end up in juvenile detention, often due to neglect or 

abuse at home. It can protect disabled veterans, vulnerable elderly couples, or mentally ill individu-

als from being victimized. Legal aid ensures people can live and work free of discrimination.  Take 

Harriet (name changed for anonymity), for instance.  

 

Harriet was a foster mother for nearly two decades, providing stability and support for dozens of 

youth and children.  In late 2015, Harriet experienced a brain aneurism, and was unable to contin-

ue working because she was in and out of the hospital so much.  During this time, her landlord 

evicted her, took most of her possessions to the dump, got Harriet to sign something while she was 

not competent to do so (she was very ill), and managed to get a judgment against Harriet for un-

paid rent.  It wasn’t until she tried to rent a new apartment that she found there was a judgment 

against her—a new landlord would not rent to her.  Thankfully a staff attorney from Legal Assis-

tance by Whatcom (LAW) Advocates assisted Harriet in addressing this judgment, ultimately repre-

senting her in court, where the judgment was reversed.  Thanks to legal aid, Harriet now has stabil-

ity and security in her life.  She lives with her mother in Bellingham, closer to the healthcare and 

social services she needs. 

 

According to the 2015 Washington State Civil Legal Needs Study, three out of four of the 1.2 million 
Washington residents living in poverty face an urgent civil legal crisis every year.  But for every per-
son like Harriet who receives legal help, there are three people who are turned away due to lack of 
legal aid funding.  The study also shows the average low-income household in Washington faces 
more than nine legal issues every year — nearly triple the number a decade ago.  Even one unre-

(Continued on page 9) 

http://ocla.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/CivilLegalNeedsStudy_October2015_V21_Final10_14_15.pdf
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solved legal problem can escalate into a series of complex, interconnected challenges that endan-
ger health, safety, and/or financial security. 
 

Taking steps to solve this problem, the trusted Legal Foundation of Washington and their annual 

Campaign for Equal Justice are proud to fund the LAW Advocates here in Whatcom County.  For 

every $1 donated to the Campaign from Whatcom County donors, $6 goes to LAW Advocates in 

their annual grant from the Legal Foundation of Washington.  Please contact lawadvo-

cates@lawadvocates.org if you are interested in volunteering your time.  

 

The justice system works most effectively when there is an even playing field, and in Whatcom 

County we know this well.  

 

The Whatcom County Bar Association recently re-

ceived the 2016 Rainier Cup. Presented by the Cam-

paign for Equal Justice, this award is given to the 

county bar association with the highest percentage of 

attorneys donating to the Campaign to fund civil legal 

aid organizations. A full 28% of the Whatcom Bar do-

nated to the Campaign last year, raising over $23,000.  

This is the second year in a row we’ve won the Raini-

er Cup.  

 

In this spirit of this friendly competition, please join 
us in supporting legal aid by making a donation per-
sonally or through your firm to the Legal Foundation 
of Washington’s Campaign for Equal Justice at 
www.LegalFoundation.org/give-now.  Let’s win the 
Rainier Cup for the third year in a row! 

The Campaign for Equal Justice is hosting a Beer & 

Justice event on July 20th at Chuckanut Brewery and Kitchen from 5-7pm. Join us to learn more 

about legal aid for families in need and how you can help. 

 

Kirsten Barron (Barron Smith Daugert) and Lisa Saar (Law Offices of Lisa Saar) are board member 

of the Campaign for Equal Justice, the fundraising arm of the Legal Foundation of Washington.  

(Continued from page 8) 

mailto:lawadvocates@lawadvocates.org
mailto:lawadvocates@lawadvocates.org
http://www.LegalFoundation.org/give-now
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country Lawyer 
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

Food Review 2017: Newcomers Edition! 
 

Subtitle: Yum.  (all photos from official websites unless otherwise noted) 
  
 I wrote an article once, here, in this space, in which I ripped apart Whatcom County’s food 
culture, in particular the food and restaurant industry of that snobbish urban decay zone known as 
Bellingham.  (Trivia:  Residents of Bellingham believe they live in Whatcom County, but really only 
pass through on the way to hike bike a mountain, or escape the County bounds.)  If I recall correctly, 
I particularly skewered the organic Kale and low-sodium grass-fed Tofurkey culture that has taken 
hold.  My brother has a motto:  “Cream cheese makes everything better!”  I adopt it as such:  “If a 
restaurant is not using either bacon or cream cheese as an ingredient in at least one dish, it is best 
avoided.” 
 
 Some of the goodly folk in Bellingham, however, were recently crying to me about the loss of 
the Copper Hog, and how they were lost on where to go in the Big City.  I have to admit, the loss of 
the Copper Hog has struck me hard– it was one of those large central places that catered to all kinds 
of desires.  They had supplied the beer for my wedding, and when I wanted roasted pork fat or skin, 
or wanted to treat my mom to Duck Egg Hash, it was the place to go.  I loved showing up there on 
Friday after court and hashing out courtroom stories with my colleagues.  It is certainly a loss to Bel-
lingham, but… a lot of new places have popped up in the last couple of years, and I thought, maybe 
now was a good time for a re-look at the Big City’s 
culinary newcomers. 
 
 
 
 
Naan & Brew, across from the farmer's market at 200 E. Maple St, Bellingham, WA 98225 
( www.naanandbrew.com ). 
 Okay, I realize that my first entry here vio-
lates both my bacon and cream-cheese rule, but if 
you order the Shahi Paneer, I think you will for-
give me.  When I first saw Naan & Brew collect-
ing itself as an entity, I thought to myself sarcas-
tically “Oh, just what Bellingham needs, yet anoth-
er Panjabi/North Indian food restaurant!”  Yet, I 
had the pleasure of arriving on opening night, and 
completely changing my mind.  N&B, is the crea-
tion of Harbhajan Chana, managed with his son 
Mike Chana.  And let me tell you, that they have 
thrown down the gauntlet to the other “Indian” res-
taurants in terms of quality and taste.  There are no       N&B Samosas (photo credit: Brian Ellis, WSBA# 41030) 
cutting corners in this kitchen, and Mike explained to me that they have brought in real chefs as op-
posed to filling the kitchen with family members. 
 
 The food here is great, the staff always welcoming and they have a full bar, but I would recom-

(Continued on page 11) 

http://www.naanandbrew.com
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mend staying off the buffet and off the parts of the menu you might find at any other “Indian” Res-
taurant.  Their unique dishes are fantastically done; and there are only so many places in town you 
can get good lamb and goat, this is one of them.  Try the Kasturi Lamb.  Awesome location to start 
or end any evening and great for casual gatherings and third dates.  Having tested the capacities of 
their kitchen I also recently learned that they also do a great job at catering: if you are interested in 
having the excitement of a South Asia themed party without wanting to do any of the work, THIS is 
the local restaurant to order from. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Filling Station, in Fairhaven, 1138 Finnegan Way, Bellingham, WA 98225 ( fillingsta-
tionnw.com ) 
 I went to this restaurant, wondering if it was just another in a series of Fairhaven burger 
joints that keep popping up and crashing, thinking to myself:  “Why do all these entrepreneurs think 
Fairhaven is the place for a burger shop?  Try downtown, where people eat burgers with their 
hands.  People in Fairhaven eat pizza and burgers with knives and forks when forced to.”  I still 
stand by that advice, but this restaurant is clearly the exception that proves the rule (I’m not really 
sure what that means, but I hear opposing counsel saying it all the time!). 
 
 I like my restaurants like I like my bars– dark, quiet, empty of people and designed with old 
dark wood.  This restaurant is the opposite of that.  I arrived to find it brightly lit, bustling and full 
of people and 1950s style chrome and gasoline station kitsch.  I thought to myself, “oh great, a 
Johnny Rocket knockoff sure to inspire a headache.”  My experience could not have been further 
from that.  Unlike Johnny Rocket, where the only stories I hear people tell about it are in regards to 
food poisoning, the Filling Station takes Bellingham burgers 
to the next level.  I’m not even a burger type of guy and I can’t 
stop raving.  First, the parent company is Avenue Bread, and 
that has a huge effect on the end product.  I never paid that 
much attention to the bun in my burger experiences previous-
ly, but even after my 4th trip back to have a Mustang Burger 
on a Rosemary Bun in an attempt to quench desire, I still wake 
up dreaming of it.  Second, I generally don’t care much for 
French fries, but their “tire treads” are virtually all delicious 
crispy surface area!  This is another place with a full bar, but 
to supplement that there is also a whole self-serve Bloody 
Mary station.  I could go on, but I will suffice to say that you 
should give this a shot– appropriate for families, and a second 
date meal before a movie. 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

http://www.fillingstationnw.com
http://www.fillingstationnw.com
http://fillingstationnw.com/
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Lovitt Restaurant, in Fairhaven, 1114 Harr is Ave, Bellingham, WA 98225 ( http://
www.lovittrestaurant.com/ ) 
 This “relaxed farm to table” restaurant comes closest to the Bellingham food culture I make 
fun of, but it dispatches its competitors in so many categories, I categorize it as the only first-date 
worthy restaurant on my list.  Lovitt is appealing to all types, it is both dark and romantic, but also 
has a children’s play area.  If this sounds incongruous and unachievable, I will assure you that it oc-
cupies a very large space and there are many tables out of sight and sound of the family friendly ar-
ea.  This also has a full bar (with only local spirits and drinks!) and a very diverse menu for those of 
you who are vegan or gluten free.  There is also a 
very thoughtfully cheap kids menu for those of you 
who want a nice meal but don’t want to waste mon-
ey on your offspring who are as likely to throw the 
meal on the floor as into their mouths. 
 
 Its website describes it as “Amish with a 
French kiss,” which after 3 visits I have decided is 
an apt description.  One problem in writing this re-
view is that the menu changes fairly frequently, as 
their menu is based on what is seasonal and that 
they order whole animals direct from farms (and 
presumably serve it all up). The staff are also extremely well educated about the food and welcom-
ing.  They make their own bread, ketchup, sauces, soups, ice cream, meat cuts, etc… if they don’t 
make it, they don’t serve it.  That being said, this is not simple food– it is gourmet well-thought out 
and well prepared.  I have not yet had anything as an entrée or off the dessert menu that was less 
than superb.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boundary Bay Brewery & Bistro, across from Farmer ’s Market at 1107 Railroad Ave, Belling-
ham, WA 98225  ( http://www.bbaybrewery.com/boundary ) 
 “Uh, Rajeev… this is not a new restaurant.”  That is true.  But they do host a lot of charitable 
events which is admirable.  But, there are a number of reasons I would not normally put this restau-
rant on my list.  I find it too crowded and loud for my tastes.  And there is usually a wait for a table 
if you actually want to get in the restaurant.  There is no full bar and, I am not a beer guy.  “Then 
why include them on the list?”  Well, once in a while, you taste something so delicious that you 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://www.lovittrestaurant.com/
http://www.lovittrestaurant.com/
http://www.bbaybrewery.com/boundary
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have to shout about it.  And despite proclaiming earlier that I am not a burger guy, I have to tell you 
about the Lamb Burger on a Pretzel Bun.  Hands down perfect.  But I am nervous, because I just 
checked the website and did not see it listed on a quick skim, which would be tragic, because people 
are dragging me there all the time.  Fortunately, just about every other thing there on the menu too, 
but this is not a new restaurant and it only got on this list due to my recent discovery of the Lamb 
Burger on the Pretzel Bun.  Try it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melvin Brewpub, in the Fountain Distr ict at 2416 Mer idian St, Bellingham, WA 98225  ( http://
www.melvinbrewing.com/melvingham-brewpub/ ) 
 
 Last but not least, is a super new restaurant, barely over a month old.  Melvin Brewpub is the 
colony of a Jackson Hole brewery, Melvin Brewing.  I have to say that I am ready to be colonized, 
and it was about time that the Fountain District got such a big accessible place to eat.  It has an eclec-
tic but consistent theme as well– that theme being the odd mix of hip-hop music, martial arts and bi-
zarre Melvin Brewing graphic art.  The door handles are nunchaku, and as you enter there is fairly 
non offensive hip hop playing in the background and various kung fu movies playing on screens.  If 
this sounds terrible, it’s not– just go and see, somehow it works. 
 
 I recruited Bryan Page to walk me through the beer menu, as I knew he was a Melvin fan who 
had reconnoitered the flag ship Thai Restaurant/Brewery in Jackson Hole the prior month.  I have to 
say that the beers did seem to be as superlative as his endorsement of them.  On the lighter end you 
can’t go wrong with the Citradamus Double IPA (ABV 9.5%,  IBU 78), and on the darker end with 
the Ruckus Stout (ABV 10.8%, IBU 42) I had to agree with their description which included “notes 
of Belgian Candy” despite not knowing what Belgian candy tastes like.  Then again, it could be that a 
good deal of their beers seem to have fairly high ABV levels– but I promise there are some 4-5%ers.  
They have a wide selection– like really wide, and they have been so courteous as to include on their 
taps, other Bellingham microbrewery’s products. 
 
 Bryan and I like to get deep fried pickles when we wander about, and this place rewarded us 
with a well priced happy-hour heaping portion of spicy chips, which I found paired nicely with the 
beer.  The rest of the menu is eclectic with a lot of diverse fusion Asian elements borrowing from 
Thai, Vietnamese, Chinese and Japanese food palates.   That being sad there is also Southern Fried 
Chicken, Kale Gnocci, pork chops and steak.  I had…  the Drunken Master Burger.  Ok, maybe I am 
a burger guy in denial?  The Drunken Master has bacon-onion jam, smoked gouda & roasted garlic 
aioli and it tastes superb medium-well. 
 
 I don’t want to call it yet, but despite not having a full bar, this could be the new Copper Hog. 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://www.melvinbrewing.com/melvingham-brewpub/
http://www.melvinbrewing.com/melvingham-brewpub/
http://www.melvinbrewing.com/
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Whatcom Local Law 

Robin K Mullins 
robin@4thcorner.com or 360-671-2455 

 

On Monday, June 19th, a pet project of mine was finally unwrapped for the world to see. Whatcom-
LocalLaw.com (hereinafter “WLL”) went live!  

The feeling was GREAT – for about a minute, perhaps even two minutes. It took about that long for 
me to discover something was seriously wrong with the site. “Ahhhh” I said to myself, “So this is 
how Obama felt when the website hosting the Affordable Care Act went public.” 

Not that WLL was hidden; it just hadn’t been brought to people’s attention. After many long hours 
of effort, and just at the moment I unveiled it, my creation was (almost) toast. Almost? Yes, almost. 
It was teetering on the brink of destruction. If I did anything which caused one of the webpages to 
save its content would simply vanish into the nether regions of the internet. 

Hours passed. Sweat beaded on my brow (almost but really, I was nervous). I worked my keyboard 
and (poor little) mouse feverishly searching for the cause and the cure. 

The cause I never found but the cure, ah yes, it was at hand! I sent an email to the people who host 
my webserver and voilà the day was saved! They thoughtfully reminded me they make backups of 
my websites. Lots and lots of backups. All I had to do was pick one, which I did, and they restored 
it. And once again all was right with the world. It was, how shall I put this, a “duuuhhh” moment. 
Backups can be such a wonderful thing. 

With all of that said, what do you think of the WLL site? A bit too much orange-red coloring per-
haps? Red-orange is the new black you know. Okay, you could be right. I’m starting to sprinkle 
some dark green here and there, just to tone it down a touch. 

 

A Bit of Background 

I've been keeping the Whatcom County Attorney Directory since the mid 1980s. Way back in the 
days of paper and when there were only 40 or 50 attorneys in the county. You know, when the suffix 
after the year was BCE. 

Needless to say it grew and grew and GREW as more and more attorneys moved into the area. 
There are now well over 400 in the county. At first we published it four times a year but slowly re-
duced that number until it was only once a year. And then some politician invented the Internet.. 
What a marvel! The Internet, not the politician. It took us a while to figure it out but we finally went 
to a web only version of the Directory, forsaking its venerable history where multiple copies of it sat 
on multiple desks in every office in the county. Yet, in a sense, it still does. Only it is an electronic 
desktop instead of a wooden one. 

In a very real sense it was the Directory which brought about my downfall and was the deep tap root 
of Whatcom Local Law. The Directory was useful to people. People depended on it. And it brought 
me to the attention of LAW Advocates. 

The next thing you know Mary Swenson, then the executive director, was asking me if I wanted to 
be on the Board. Another "duuuhhh" moment, in fact that may have been all I said at the time. But 

(Continued on page 15) 

mailto:robin@4thcorner.com
WhatcomLocalLaw.com
WhatcomLocalLaw.com
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she took it as an affirmative and the next thing I knew I was sitting in a dark smoke filled room 
hiring Mary's replacement (Terra) and then her replacement (Mike).  

Over my nine years on the LAW Advocates Board I suffered considerable brain washing. Mary 
and then Terra and now Mike would swing some bright shiny object in front of  me and repeat 
over and over the same phrase: "Access to Justice - Access to Justice - Access to Justice." Per-
sonally, I don't think it worked, just keep your bright shiny objects in your pocket. 

What ever it was they did to me it seems to have worked. The idea of Access to Justice became, 
is now, and shall be a focus of my life. 

 

Public Purposes 

The first idea behind WLL is to provide the people of Whatcom County with a ready source of 
legal information. At the moment the site offers the following to the general public. 

 The Whatcom County Attorney Directory 

 Multiple links to other legal information resources 

 Frequently asked questions (FAQs) of a legal nature 

 Articles written by local attorneys 

 Contact a local attorney (under construction) 

The Directory is much as it always has been in the past, a complete listing of the attorneys and 
judiciary in Whatcom County. One difference is that we are now including LLLTs in the Directo-
ry. 

Sites with links to other information resources are not unusual. The difference we're trying to es-
tablish here is the focus on Whatcom County. 

FAQs are not unusual either and again the focus is local. That said, attorneys or firms who sub-
mit FAQs with answers, or answers to existing unanswered questions, will have their name and 
contact information included in the FAQ. In addition an ad for the attorney or firm will be placed 
in the advertising space on the sites right sidebar. Preferably FAQs are short and to the point, no 
more than a couple of paragraphs. 

The articles section is available for features which are longer and where more explanation is 
needed. Many local attorneys have blogs associated with their website. An easy way to increase 
your blog's presence is to allow us to cross post some of your articles on the WLL site. We'll in-
clude a short bio, your photo, and your contact information making it easy for visitors link to 
your website. 

As noted above, we're building a system which will allow people to submit their legal issues in 
the form of support tickets. Those will be available to interested local attorneys or LLLTs. This 
part of the site is going though final testing and we're hoping to have it ready within the next few 
weeks. 

 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Non-Public Purposes 

The second idea behind WLL is to provide non-public areas open only to members of the local le-
gal community. Here is a list of the capabilities we've built in so far. 

 Notice of Unavailability Calendar 

 Announcements page 

 In memorium page 

 Will search page 

 A forum 

Once the user listing of attorneys, judiciary, LLLTs, and legal support staff reaches an adequate 
level these areas will be hidden from the public and only open to registered users of the legal 
community. 

So, before this gets overly long, here are some key points. 

 Attorneys and firms who contribute content are eligible for free advertising opportu-
nities. 

 Attorneys and our local judiciary need to claim their Attorney Directory profiles. 
Contact me at 360-671-2455 or robin@4thcorner.com for details. 

 Attorneys, judiciary, and LLLTs who do not have a profile should create one using 
Attorney Registration form found under the Home tab. 

 Legal support individuals should register using the Legal Support Registration form 
found under the Home tab. 

 DO NOT use the User Registration form. 

If you have questions, concerns, ideas, suggestions, etc then please contact me. 

(Continued from page 15) 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 

Request For Proposal - 
Defense Attorney 

 

The term is two years commencing on Janu-
ary 1, 2018, with the option to extend the 
contract with the mutual agreement of the 
parties for an additional two-year period. All 
proposals must include an original and 3 
copies in a sealed envelope clearly marked 
in the upper left-hand corner “RFP – Public 
Defender” addressed to the City of Blaine, 
Attn: Administrative Services Director, and 
must be received by 4:00 p.m. on August 1, 
2017.  Please refer to the RFP for additional 

instructions, linked here. 
 

http://www.ci.blaine.wa.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=481 

http://www.ci.blaine.wa.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=482


WHATCOM COUNTY BAR  JULY 2017  PAGE 18  

 

Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 
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Whatcom County Bar Association – May 2017 Monthly Meeting 
5/3/17 

 
 
(1) Call to Order – President David Brown (12:15 p.m.) 
 
(2) Motion to Approve April 2017 Minutes 
 
 *Approved Unanimously  
 
(3) Motion to Approve April 2017 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 *Approved Unanimously 
 
(4) Announcements 
 

* 2017 Liberty Award - awarded to Michael Sparks 
 

* Law Advocates Report 
 
(5) Speaker – Cannon Han (Oakland, CA) 
 

*Primer on Title 6 requirements and language access in the courts.  
 
(6) Meeting Adjourned (1:05 p.m.) 
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Whatcom County Bar Association – June 2017 Monthly Meeting 
6/7/17 

 
(1) Call to Order – President David Brown (12:15 p.m.) 
 
(2) Introduction / Welcome of Guests 
 
(3) Motion to Approve May 2017 Minutes 
 
 *Approved Unanimously  
 
(4) Motion to Approve May 2017 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 *Approved Unanimously 
 
(5) Announcements 
 * Whatcom Women’s Lawyers – Lisa Keeler (for Jennifer Slattery) 
 

* Legal Foundation of Washington – Kirsten Barron 
 *speaking on the Davis Cup 
 
* LAW Advocates -- Carrie Coppinger-Carter  
 *seeking donors for 2017 Auction Commitment Form 
 
*LAW Advocates – Mike Heatherly  
 * Beer and Justice 
 * October 20th – Lawyers Take Orders (30th Anniversary) 
  * location: Bellingham Country Club 
 
*LAW Advocates – Nikki D’Onofrio 

* seeking volunteer attorneys re: help with estate planning clinic 
* Thanks to David Brown for column on homelessness in most recent newsletter 

  
* Sharon Westergreen 

*seeking volunteers for tomorrow (6/8/17) for national high school moot court compe-
tition preparation  

 
(6) Speakers – Animals as Natural Therapy (Sonja) 
 
(7) Meeting Adjourned (1:05 p.m.) 
  


