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Barristers In Bars Getting Beverages:  David Nelson  

 
 For this month’s “Barristers in Bars Getting Beverages” column, I 
shared beer and hush puppies with Dave Nelson.  With over 35 years as an at-
torney in Whatcom County (26 years as Ferndale’s prosecutor), Dave is 
throwing his hat in the district court judicial primary race.  Dave told me a lit-
tle about his family, his journey to becoming Ferndale’s prosecutor, and his 
hope to serve our county as the next district court judge. 
 
A native of Whatcom County, Dave grew up in Ferndale. Dave speaks fondly of his father, who 
died last year and who he still misses greatly. Dave had the opportunity to live with his father at the 
last five years of his life.  An avid traveler, Dave told stories of taking his dad to China when he 
was 92 years old.  During those five years, Dave became very close to his father, and is still griev-
ing. 
 
Although Dave greatly admired his parents, Dave didn’t follow a family tradition or path to the law; 
he did not aspire to be an attorney growing up.  Dave thought he wanted to be an actor and wanted 
to move to L.A.  However, Dave decided to go to law school after his college advisor, a political 
science professor at Pacific Lutheran University, told him that he should become a dentist like 
Dave’s father (“be a dentist, be rich!”).  His professor said, “Do you want to be a waiter?!”  So as a 
fall-back position, Dave told his advisor that he would go to law school (and that was acceptable, 
although his advisor still thought he should become a dentist). 
 
Dave’s most memorable time in law school (University of Puget Sound) was as a Rule 9 intern at 
the Pierce County Public Defenders office where he did some juvenile representation at Raymond 
Hall.  This experience solidified his desire to continue his career in criminal law.  However, he 
wanted to get back to his roots in Whatcom County.  After Dave took the summer bar exam, Dave 
returned to Whatcom County.  
 
To pass the time before receiving his results, Dave asked John Ostlund at the Whatcom County 
Public Defender’s office if he could volunteer as a Rule 9 intern.  He recalls a stressful day as a 
young Rule 9 when the entire PD’s office was at a conference, and he was left in charge of first ap-
pearance representation for the day.  What no one knew was that there was a huge drug bust the pre-
vious night with dozens of defendants, including some well-known Whatcom County folks.  Dave 
had to argue bail for each of the defendants at their first court appearances and was as nervous as 
any intern would be (he also earned a spot on the front page of the Herald). Dave passed the bar ex-
am and was fortunate to be hired by the Whatcom County PD where he practiced for 5 years. 
 
Eventually Dave left the PD’s office and started his own firm with partner Betsy Brinson.  This is 
where he applied for and received the contract for City of Ferndale prosecutor. Here Dave also 
practiced as a criminal defense attorney and a GAL in family law cases.  Their firm went through 
several iterations of partnerships, until finally they determined in 2006 that they should all be on 
their own.  Dave moved into Katti Esp’s office space as a sole practitioner and hasn’t looked back 
since.   

The President’s Column 
By Jennifer Slattery, WCBA President 2022 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL PAGE 3 JULY 2022 

 
Now Dave has his sights set on the district court position currently held by his former partner, 
Matt Elich.  Dave’s hope is that his experience as a prosecutor and working with domestic vio-
lence advocates will help improve our judicial system. He sees the need for more advocacy and 
understanding of the domestic violence dynamics. Dave strives to increase the use of alternative 
programs, including the mental health court and the Whatcom County LEAD1 program.  Dave 
also recognizes the need, however, for a new jail, stating that the current jail is unsafe (and noting 
that, just the other day, Ferndale’s public defender, Tom Lyden, was stuck in the attorney visiting 
cell for almost an hour).  Should Dave make it through the primaries in August, his wide range of 
experience, and ideas for improvements, should benefit our community and judicial system.  
 
  
Endnotes  
1— https://www.respondwhatcom.org/whatcom-lead-program  
 
 
Thank you, Jamia  for sharing your story with me so that I can share it with our community!  You can find Ja-
mia’s website here: https://www.jamiaburnslaw.com/ 
 

If you would like to be featured in a column in the upcoming months, or just want to grab a beverage at a bar, 
email me at jennifer@kulshanlaw.com.  

(Continued from page 2) 

https://www.respondwhatcom.org/whatcom-lead-program
https://www.jamiaburnslaw.com/
mailto:jennifer@kulshanlaw.com
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@whatcomlaw.com 

Need Office Furniture.  Need office furniture.  If you are retiring or closing your office and have fur-
niture to sell, please contact me at maureen@toomelawpractice.com or text to 360-599-0697.  I am 

SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County? 
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min. 
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available.  New carpet, LED lighting, sign-
age. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN.  720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA 

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per-
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity 
of Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Ros-
tron, Gary Snyder, Mike Rostron, and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/

Free Case & Procedure Books.  Personal injury attorney retiring sometime in 2022 – liquidating 
business over the course of 2022.  Some old sets of books need a new home.  Federal Practice and 
Procedure full set, last updated in 2010; Attorney’s Medical Advisor, 1994, 3 volumes of The Law of 
Seamen, 5th Edition, 2003; and ERISA Practice and Litigation, 2015.  Contact Dennis Murphy at 
(360) 319-5028.  

Authenticate your ZOOM background with an actual library!   
Wash2d Vol. 1-182 (1939-2015) (406" shelf space)*       
 *add 3" for the misprinted 2005 Vol. 154 inscribed In Memoriam for Gerry Alexander [he, 
 um, is still around :) ]! 
Wn.App Vol 1-184 (1970-2015) (440" shelf space)  ; McQuillen Municipal Corporations 3rd Ed. 
Rev. (current through 1999) (55" shelf space) Sands & Libonati Local Government Law (4 vol. set, 
1999).   Free or best offer (money is fine, but baked goods, sweets, dining cards, movie/
  sports tickets, etc., also speak my language)! 

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
mailto:maureen@toomelawpractice.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
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Register here   

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/9Y9yIVsjNRNJjQuLPhS7Ug?t=1651610789
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AWESOME EVENTS PAGE 

 
 

WCBA  MEETING 
via Zoom 

 
September 7 @ 12 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

  
  

 SPEAKER: Secretary of State Steven Hobbs 
 
 ***We are also planning upcoming happy hours for August and September, so stay tuned 
 for more details! 

 
  

—————————— 
 
 

Beer & Justice! 
Wander Brewing – July 7 @ 5 p.m.  
 
Join us as we welcome Judge Cecily C. Hazelrigg and raise money for Legal Foundation of Washing-
ton. 
 
Register here    -    See attached flyer on Page 5 for details. 
 
 

—————————— 
 
 

Monthly Lunch-time Walk! 
 

Join WCBA President Jennifer Slattery and colleagues for a lunch-time walk!   
 
Monday, July 25, 12 p.m. 
Meet on the steps of the court house.  We'll leave by 12:05 pm and walk about 30-45 
minutes.  
 
Everyone is welcome including staff! 

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/9Y9yIVsjNRNJjQuLPhS7Ug?t=1651610789
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Photos and Excerpts 
from 

Reception Honoring Robin Mullins  
 

A good time was had by all, and Robin shared two quotations.  The first is an excerpt from  Teddy 
Roosevelt’s “Man in the Arena.” It is but a part of a much longer speech he gave in 1910 while in 
France. This link will take you to his full address: https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Learn-
About-TR/TR-Encyclopedia/Culture-and-Society/Man-in-the-Arena.aspx  
 

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man 
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit be-
longs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and 
sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, 
because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually 
strive to do the deeds; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who 
spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of 
high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring great-
ly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither 
know victory nor defeat.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Learn-About-TR/TR-Encyclopedia/Culture-and-Society/Man-in-the-Arena.aspx
https://www.theodorerooseveltcenter.org/Learn-About-TR/TR-Encyclopedia/Culture-and-Society/Man-in-the-Arena.aspx
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The second is Dr Tennyson Guyer’s poem, “God Forgive Me When I Whine.” Seems to me Teddy 
would have enjoyed it. So much of what we complain about are first world problems. The price of 
gas, delays in receiving our boxes from Amazon, etc. As Little Orphan Annie was want to say, “Oh 
my goodness, oh my goodness.” Here is a link: https://allaboutgratitude.com/2462/a-short-gratitude-
poem/  
 

Today upon a bus I saw a girl with golden hair; 
She seemed so gay, I envied her, and wished that I were half so fair; 
I watched her as she rose to leave, and saw her hobble down the aisle. 
She had one leg and wore a crutch, but as she passed–a smile. 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine; 
I have two legs–the world is mine. 
 
Later on I bought some sweets. The boy who sold them had such charm, 
I thought I’d stop and talk awhile. If I were late, t’would do no harm. 
And as we talked he said, “thank you, sir, you’ve really been so kind . 
It’s nice to talk to folks like you because, you see, I’m blind.” 
Oh, God , forgive me when I whine; 
I have two eyes–the world is mine. 
 
Later, walking down the street, I met a boy with eyes so blue. 
But he stood and watched the others play, it seemed he knew not what to do. 
 
I paused, and then I said,” Why don’t you join the others, dear?” 
But he looked straight ahead without a word, and then I knew, he couldn’t hear. 
 
Oh, God forgive me when I whine; 
I have two ears–the world is mine. 
Two legs to take me where I go, 
Two eyes to see the sunset’s glow, 
Two ears to hear all I should know, 
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine; 
I’m blessed, indeed, the world is mine. 
 

And some closing comments from Robin for our community: 
 

There were several reasons for ending 4th Corner Network. I 
won’t recount them because that would be whining. Let’s just 
say it wasn’t an easy decision to make and carry out. 
 
I am staying busy in a number of ways. For instance, I really en-
joy teaching a private investigation course at the U of W. And 
now I have time to update a couple of private online courses I 
created, one for private investigators and the other for process 
servers. 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 

https://allaboutgratitude.com/2462/a-short-gratitude-poem/
https://allaboutgratitude.com/2462/a-short-gratitude-poem/
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I am still doing skip trace work. Which, by the way, I will do pro bono for any 
local attorney representing a client in that capacity. 
 
And, in order to bring in a bit of supplemental income, I’m still doing GR-17 fil-
ings for out of county attorneys. This is actually an enjoyable little thing to do as 
it means I am in the courthouse a number of times each week and I just never 
know who I might bump into on any given day. I built a little website at 
www.gr17services.com so clients can upload their filing requests. 
 
Being president of my condo’s home owner association can be a bit of a night-
mare at times. Always big and small things happening with that. (Don’t talk to 
me about elevators as my head might explode.) 
 
I am studying to become a commercial drone pilot. No particular reason for do-
ing this, just something interesting to do. I now have a DJI Mavic Mini. It is a 
sweet little thing. I’ve been flying it in the house and the garage to develop the 

(Continued from page 8) 

http://www.gr17services.com
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Judge Lev Honored by WSAJ & At Symposium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Judge Debra A. Lev with (former) Governor Marc Racicot (Montana) in Chicago at “Democracy’s 
Last Line of Defense: A Symposium on Why and How to Preserve the Rule of Law and an Inde-
pendent, Impartial Judiciary” (May 2022).  Photo credit: Sean Su |@PurplePhotoCo  



ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
 

By Scott Railton                  Cascadia Cross-Border Law               srailton@cascadia.com 
1305 11th Street, Suite 301      Bellingham, WA 98225        Tel: (360) 671-5945       www.cascadia.com                              

 
 

CBP Mobile Transition  
 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection is transitioning certain inspection processes and public-facing 

functions to mobile applications. CBP’s website currently introduces five different applications in 

its “Mobile Apps Directory”:  CBP One, CBP ROAM, CBP Border Wait Times, Mobile Passport 

Control, and MyCBP. 

 

CBP One™ is the agency’s primary traveler application, intended for widespread use.  Currently, it 

allows travelers to apply for provisional I-94 entry documents in advance of reaching border. The 

application also allows customs brokers, carriers, and forwarders to request appointments for the 

inspection of perishable cargo. The app provides land border wait times from their mobile device. 

The app allows foreign organzations to verify enrollment in Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP).  

 

The app also has a Self Reporting Mobile Exit (SRME) feature, which is being tested with Canadi-
an Border Services Agency tracking, for tracking exits and compliance with periods of authorized 
stay. Blaine has been a test site for the pilot program and privacy impact assessments. The agency 
says that the self-reporting feature will allow persons to provide affirmative evidence of compliance 
with authorized stays.  
 
CBP has for several years operated an on-line preclearance program for Visa Waiver travelers, re-
ferred to as ESTA, short for Electronic System for Travel Authorization. This system is used by non
-Canadians who are in certain pre-cleared countries (e.g. much of Europe, Australia, Japan, Taiwan, 
Chile). Information is provided and fees are paid in advance under this system, and visitors are per-
mitted to come in for business or pleasure for 90 days, with strict limitations on the stay. This sys-
tem allows people to avoid consular appointments and pre-clear quickly, and the initial process 
takes place on-line. 
 
Canada introduced its ArriveCAN application during the pandemic, which requires the upload of 
vaccination records due to COVID travel restrictions. Recently I noted the I-5 readerboards are 
warning travelers of the need to have the application. Similarly, in Europe, a mobile app is planed 
for the ETIAS visa waiver program, to “further facilitate the application process of third-country 
nationals travelling to the European Union once the EU visa waiver is implemented in may 2023.” 
See https://www.etiasvisa.com/etias-news/etias-mobile-app. 
 
The agency says additional services for the CBP One app will be rolled out over the next year.  
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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CBP ROAM stands for “Reporting Offsite Arrival-Mobile”. This app is for pleasure boaters and 

other eligible travelers who arrive at remote locations, and here I’m reminded of the B-52s song. 

The app allows persons to report arrivals online, remotely. Some are allowed to submit to a remote 

video inspection. Pleasure boaters may also enroll in the Trusted Traveler Program, Local Boater 

Option. The “other remote locations” in the agency’s description is curious to me, as a sometimes 

backpacker, and our remote mountain crossings. CBP hopes to merge ROAM into CBP ONE by 

the end of the year. 

 

The CBP Border Wait Times (BWT) app is what it sounds like. The app provides estimated wait 

times for reaching the primary inspection booth, the first point of contact with CBP when crossing 

the U.S./Canada and U.S./Mexico land borders. Updates are hourly. CBP One also offers wait time 

features, which may be why they’re calling in “One,” as they seek to consolidate things.  

 

The Mobile Passport Control app permites U.S. citizens and Canadian passport holders (on B1 or 

B2 status) to submit passport information and customs declaration information via a smartphone or 

tablet and then bypass the regular line to enter the United States. CBP says the app doesn't require 

pre-approval and is free to use. The app is only utilized in designated airports—Sea-Tac and Port-

land are on the list.  

 

CBP says myCBP allows persons to follow CBP’s Frontline Magazine, social media, and 

public messages. Much of this is also available at www.cbp.gov. By the way, CBP is hiring, 

here and elsewhere. This is one app that may be used for recruiting. 

 
While not an app, CBP introduced facial recognition technologies for inspectiosn at airports. The 
program is called “Simplied Arrival” and is described as a faster, paperless means for processing. 
Facial recognition has raised some concerns. CBP says they discard photos of U.S. citizens and ex-
empt foreign nationals within 12 hours. The agency encrypts pictures and says it has other built-in 
security features. Apparently the process is a bit of a surprise to frequent travelers, but clearance is 
said to be quicker.  

(Continued from page 11) 

http://www.cbp.gov
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you 

know as of today, if you pay your sponsor-

ship for 6 months or more in the WCBJ, 

you get a 5% discount?  If you pay for a 

year or more, you get a 10% discount!!!!  

Who knows what the Editor will offer you if 

you want to pay for a decade in ad-

vance?!!!!!!!! 



Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it...   
 You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it.  Pay in advance for 6 months, you get a 
5% discount.  Pay a year or more, you get a 10% 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publish-
er .pub, .JPG, .GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@whatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the 
ad if you know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you 
want.  Questions?  E-mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-
mail address, or call  (360) 332-7000 . 

Yes, we publish in color! 


