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The President’s Column
By Jennifer Slattery, WCBA President 2022

Community
I joined the Whatcom County Bar Association in 2015. Kirsten Barron,
Rajeev Majumdar, Bryan Page, and Bill Knudsen were just a few of the welcoming attorneys who were willing to have coffee or a beer with me when I was
trying to decide if I should move to Whatcom County. Their kindness, and the community I felt at
the monthly WCBA meetings at Northwood Hall (which I attended for a few months before even
moving here), encouraged me to make the move to Whatcom County.
When I made that move in November 2015, I authored an article for the Bar Journal and talked
about “community,” defined as a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common
attitudes, interests, and goals. I would add that as a legal community, this includes a sharing of experiences. The shared experience of attending law school, of taking the bar exam, of getting that
first job, of working in a stressful profession. The shared experience of running your own business
(so many in our bar are solo or small firm owners who practice law AND run a business).
Community and support are important in our profession, especially during this difficult time. Giving to others can improve mental health and well-being (please consider volunteering with LAW
Advocates Street Law!). But so can connecting with colleagues and friends.
My goal as 2022 WCBA President is to bring back the sense of community and fellowship we have
been missing since COVID ended our monthly in-person lunch meetings. This year we will have a
mix of online meetings and in-person meetings (in the months that we can safely meet). My plan is
to have online meetings in the winter months; in March, we will host a free 1-hour online CLE and
a second free CLE with a WSBA speaker. We will host inside lunch meetings if we assess the risk
and decide it’s safe, and outdoor happy hours in the warmer months.
A few of my other ideas for 2022 to promote fellowship and bring our community together:
•

MONTHLY WALK: A walk at noon on one Monday of each month, meeting at the front
steps of the courthouse. I’m always up for a lunch time walk so please join me! Even if
it’s just two of us, a walk and talk is a great (safe) way to get to know each other and stay
in touch. Mark your calendar for January 24 for our first walk!

•

FEATURED ATTORNEYS: Each month I am going to feature a local attorney or group
of attorneys in my monthly article titled “Barristers in Bars Getting Beverages.” Please
feel free to email me if you would like to join me for a beverage at a coffee bar or other
bar/brewery (jennifer@kulshanlaw.com).

•

MENTOR CONNECTIONS: Whatcom County has many students interested in connecting with attorneys and seeing first-hand what it’s like to practice law. My goal is to connect students with attorneys to show them that our legal community is not exclusive, and
that our attorneys care about helping the next generation of attorneys.

J A N . 2 0 22

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

PAGE 3

(Continued from page 2)

We also need to help younger attorneys with mentorship opportunities. There are plenty of
generous attorneys in town willing to meet with newer attorneys and share their knowledge
(this is how I learned family law!). Reach out to me or our other bar officers if you need
mentorship in an area of law. I will make connections to attorneys in town who are willing
to give their time and knowledge.
This year is a chance to reclaim our sense of community. Join us for our monthly meetings and
happy hours (check out our new Facebook page for updates). Reach out to me if you have any
questions, if you need support, or if you want to learn more about the Whatcom County Bar Association. I look forward to serving you in the coming year.

Virtual Whatcom County Bar Association Meeting
on
January 5, 2022 at High Noon
We will be introducing and voting on our 2022 WCBA Officers.
To Join:

https://zoom.us/j/98937479809

Meeting ID:

989 3747 9809

4th Corner Network is Closing
4th Corner Network is closing effective the end of 2021.

Between 12-20-2021 and 12-31-2021, we proceed as follows:
•
•
•

We will not accept any new service of process assignments.
We will continue attempting to serve any assignments we have in house. After the 31st
they will be returned to our client.
We will continue providing daily routed messenger service and special messenger until
the 30th.

It has been an honor working with the local legal community over the past 4 plus decades.
We wish you all a Happy Holiday Season and a joyous New Year.
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@whatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek performs songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity
of Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, Gary Snyder, Mike Rostron, and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/
rock-band/lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.
Need Office Furniture. Need office furniture. If you are retiring or closing your office and have furniture to sell, please contact me at maureen@toomelawpractice.com or text to 360-599-0697. I am
looking for a full office set, like a desk, maybe a bookcase, conference table, etc.
Free Case & Procedure Books. Personal injury attorney retiring sometime in 2022 – liquidating
business over the course of 2022. Some old sets of books need a new home. Federal Practice and
Procedure full set, last updated in 2010; Attorney’s Medical Advisor, 1994, 3 volumes of The Law of
Seamen, 5th Edition, 2003; and ERISA Practice and Litigation, 2015. Contact Dennis Murphy at
(360) 319-5028.
Hiring Paralegal. Robinson & Kole, a five attorney firm in Bellingham, is looking to fill a paralegal
position which will open in February or March. Experience in workers’ compensation or personal
injury is a plus. Competitive salary and benefits package. Please email cover letter and resume to
nathand@robinsonandkole.com .
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Retired Washington Supreme Court Justice Mary E. Fairhurst
Passes Away at 64
Washington Courts, Press Release
December 29, 2021

Retired Washington Supreme Court Justice Mary Elizabeth Fairhurst, who served on the Court from 2003
to 2020, died peacefully surrounded by her family in Olympia on the evening of December 28th. She was
64 years old.
Fairhurst retired from the Supreme Court in January of 2020, with one year left on her term as Chief Justice. “It is with a clear head and a sad heart that I have made the decision that it is time for me to leave the
Court,” she said in her announcement. “It has been my honor and privilege to serve as a justice of this
court since 2003, particularly as the Chief Justice for the past three years. I am so proud of the work we’ve
done as a branch during this time and feel the time is right to focus on my health.”
In her “State of the Judiciary” address in 2019, Fairhurst announced she was once again fighting cancer, a
third round since initial diagnosis of colon cancer in 2008. She continued to work while undergoing chemotherapy.
“I want to remind you that time is precious. For whatever reasons, this is our individual and collective time
and place. It is when and where we are serving,” Justice Fairhurst said in her address to a joint session of
Washington lawmakers in January, 2019. “None of us know how many days we have to make a difference. This is especially true for me.”
Fairhurst announced the return of her colon cancer and stated that she would continue working. “I still believe in miracles,” she said. “As Albert Einstein said, there are only two ways to live your life. One is as
though nothing is a miracle, and the other is as though everything is a miracle. Everything is a miracle.
Every day is a miracle. Let’s not waste the days we have. Working individually and together, on behalf of
those we faithfully serve, we can and are making a difference.”
Inspiring, authentic and kind: Washington Justices on Their Colleague and Friend
“Chief Justice Fairhurst was an inspiration to everyone. She was always positive yet with both feet on the
ground,” said Chief Justice Steven González. “We are grateful for her leadership and for the time she
shared so generously with all of us and send our condolences to her entire family.”
“Justice Fairhurst possessed an incredible inner strength and maintained a positive attitude and a genuine
concern and empathy for others less fortunate,” said Associate Chief Justice Charles W. Johnson.

"Mary believed in public service, but she believed more in knowing each person she served. For Mary,
service had names and faces,” said Justice Barbara Madsen. “She believed in goodness, beauty, purpose, and love. Life has been better for a lot of people because Mary cared about them.”
“Not only was Mary a great attorney and Justice, but she was always one of the kindest people I know.
Undoubtedly she was the most sincere — and surely — the most fun with whom to laugh,” said Justice
Susan Owens.
“Mary was the most authentic, loving person I have ever known. She truly made no distinction between
her work life and her home life in terms of values and personal philosophy — she was a friend to everyone
she met,” said Justice Debra Stephens. “I’m reminded of the saying that, ‘justice is what love looks like in
public.’ Mary embodied that, and she was a brilliant justice because she understood that working for justice is an act of love.”
(Continued on page 8)
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“Mary stands out as a beacon of hope, caring, and healing — qualities we so desperately need all the
time, but especially now. I am so sorry that we lost her big heart, her inclusion of all of us in the judicial
branch as family, and her leadership in upholding the quality and independence of the judicial branch,”
said Justice Sheryl Gordon McCloud. “And I am tragically sorry to have lost her personal advice to me
about hopefulness, openness, collegiality, and kindness. So, to try to learn from Mary’s teaching, I should
also say: what wonderful gifts Mary gave me! She could fill me with hope when I was down, compassion
when I was angry, appreciation for a different point of view when I was stubborn, and connection with
community when I was alone. Also a good drink when I was thirsty! Thank you for everything, Mary.”
“Mary was among the most courageous and loving individuals I have known; her courageous opinion on
behalf of LGBTQ+ families was historical and it has never been forgotten,” said Justice Mary Yu. “Mary’s
miracle was granted so many times in her lifetime and I am just grateful to have had extra time with her to
laugh, break bread, and to tell stories of love and travel. We shall miss her, but those who loved her know
that we must carry forward her spirit of optimism and joy.”
“Chief Justice Fairhurst welcomed me to the bench with her trademark grace, trust and love,” said Justice
Raquel Montoya-Lewis. “I will be forever grateful for her kindness and her commitment to justice.”
“Mary meant the world to me and all the staff at the Supreme Court,” said Cindy Phillips, her assistant for
more than two decades. “The best decision I ever made was to say yes when she asked me to work with
her at the Court. I learned from her every day.”
Many Firsts and the Starfish Story
Fairhurst’s life and legal legacy was recently featured in the Secretary of State’s Office’s “Ahead of the
Curve” exhibit, highlighting extraordinary women in Washington State history.
A magna cum laude graduate of Gonzaga Law School, she was the youngest ever president of the Washington State Bar Association. Her election to the Court in 2002 also created the court’s first female majority.
Prior to retirement she was honored at the United States Supreme Court in Washington D.C. at the Inns
of Court celebration of excellence award ceremony hosted by U.S. Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch.
Throughout her legal career, Fairhurst received numerous honors and awards for her dedication to public
service, civics education, advancement of the legal profession and access to justice.
Mary Fairhurst loved to tell a story about two strangers on a beach after a storm where there were hundreds of starfish on the shore. One of them was picking up individual starfish and throwing them back into
the ocean. The other approached and asked why. “You can’t possibly make a difference. There are so
many.” The first picked up another starfish and threw it into the ocean and replied, “Made a difference to
that one.”
“We do make a difference every day,” Mary told state lawmakers in her 2019 address. “We make a difference individually and collectively. We make a difference by what we do and by what we don’t do. And we
make a difference by how we do it. Every day we get to decide what difference we make…To understand
that we hold in our hands the power to change a circumstance, a mind or a life today, right now, is incredible. And we each have that power.”
Mary spent her days in retirement with the love of her life, Bob Douglas, her six siblings and large, loving
family in Olympia, Washington. Celebration of Life details will be announced by the Fairhurst family.
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BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE

Cascadia Cross-Border Law
srailton@cascadia.com
Bellingham, WA 98225
Tel: (360) 671-5945
www.cascadia.com

U.S. Supreme Court To Hear Whatcom County Case on March 2nd
The U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral argument on March 2nd, 2022 in Egbert v. Boule (No 21147). This case originates from here in Whatcom County and may be of interest. A recording of the oral
argument will be available on March 2nd at the Supreme Court’s website at www.supremecourt.gov.
The Supreme Court granted certiorari on the following two questions presented:
In Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents of Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 403 U.S. 388 (1971), the
Court recognized a cause of action under the Constitution for damages against Federal Bureau of
Narcotics officers for alleged violations of the Fourth Amendment. The questions presented are:
1. Whether a cause of action exists under Bivens for First Amendment retaliation claims.
2. Whether a cause of action exists under Bivens for claims against federal officers engaged in immigration-related functions for allegedly violating a plaintiff’s Fourth Amendment rights.
The Supreme Court did not grant certiorari on the third question presented:
3. Whether the Court should reconsider Bivens.
The briefs, including various amicus briefs, may be viewed at the Court’s website, through a search of the
docket page. The page is updated daily. The Ninth Circuit’s original opinion is at Boule v. Egbert, 980 F.3d
1309 (9th Cir. 2020). The amended opinion of the Ninth Circuit and dissenting opinions from the denial of
rehearing en banc are reported at Boule v. Egbert, 998 F.3d 370 (9th Cir. 2021). Additional factual information and views on the matter may be found on-line (e.g. Scotusblog, ABA Journal, Bloomberg).
Border and Immigration Updates
The situation with our border crossings continues to evolve in step with the latest COVID developments. Ugh. Wishing well to all.
The biggest news in the last week or so is that Canada cancelled its 72-hour exception to the return
testing requirement for travelers. This exception opened the door wider for short term visits and shopping
trips to Washington State, and more particularly, Whatcom County. No more. Due to Omicron, Canada
once again requires most international travelers to present a clean PCR test, prior to returning to Canada.
The PCR test is expensive and is an added hassle to travel, which will keep most Canadians at home. The
situation is a bit better than during last year’s holidays, when the only option was to fly.
Meanwhile, the United States requires evidence of a vaccine for non-essential entries at the land border or via air. The U.S. again confirmed this policy on 12/23/21, in its monthly Federal Register posting
(FR Vol. 86 No. 244). Interestingly, this month the U.S. posted separate postings on the policy for the U.S.Canada and U.S.-Mexico borders.
Essential travelers, such as TNs, Ls, truck drivers, medical visitors, et al. do not yet need proof of
(Continued on page 10)
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vaccination. The U.S. has said essential travelers will need the vaccine in January to cross, but I think that
may yet change. Some have said the requirement might further disrupt supply chain concerns (e.g., trucking). The Supreme Court will be considering the government’s vaccination requirements in the coming
weeks. Wait and see, I suppose.
In the meantime, the government says “essential travel” includes the following:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents returning to the United States;
Individuals traveling for medical purposes (e.g., to receive medical treatment in the United States);
Individuals traveling to attend educational institutions;
Individuals traveling to work in the United States (e.g., individuals working in the farming or agriculture industry who must travel between the United States and Canada in furtherance of such work);
Individuals traveling for emergency response and public health purposes (e.g., government officials or
emergency responders entering the United States to support federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial
government efforts to respond to COVID–19 or other emergencies);
Individuals engaged in lawful crossborder trade (e.g., truck drivers supporting the movement of cargo
between the United States and Canada);
Individuals engaged in official government travel or diplomatic travel;
Members of the U.S. Armed Forces, and the spouses and children of members of the U.S. Armed Forces, returning to the United States; and
Individuals engaged in military related travel or operations.

For the latest rules, check the CBSA site for Canada; and the DHS, DOS, and CBP sites for the U.S.
In other immigration news:
H-1B season is upon us, once again. This is the one time in the year when U.S. employers can typically apply for the H-1B work authorization for certain professional foreign workers. U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services will hold its annual lottery in March, for positions which can start no sooner than October 1st. The odds in the lottery have been less than 50% in recent years, although foreign students with
Masters degrees or higher from the U.S. institutions have a preferred position in the process. Often, foreign
students who are working based on optional practical training related to their academic programs are interested changing status to H-1B.
Spouses of E-2s and L-2s will no longer need to apply for employment authorization documents to
be work authorized. More information available at www.uscis.gov. CBP still needs to adjust its I-94 admission documentation to account for this work authorization endorsement, but that should happen soon.
ICE announced an extension of flexibility in rules related to Form I-9 compliance during the
COVID-19 pandemic until April 30, 2022.
COVID-19 vaccines are required for permanent resident applications. Waivers based on religious or
moral convictions can be applied for.
There has been little improvement in processing times. Employment authorization document renewals are taking 8.5 to 12 months. Adjustments of status are taking 11 to 26 months in Seattle. Naturalization
in Seattle is taking 17.5 to 22 months. New E visa applications in Canada could take over a year. New L
and TN applications for Canadians can still be applied for at the border.
Here's wishing everyone a happy and healthy 2022!
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Bret Simmons, Kelley Sweeney and Jill Smith of Simmons Sweeney Smith, are excited to announce they will be merging
with Freimund Tardif PLLC, effective January 1, 2022. Freimund Tardiff, based in Olympia, is a successful, well established litigation firm that also focuses its practice on defending public entities and individuals in claims involving personal injury, employment, discrimination, sex abuse and other various torts. The purpose of the merger is to combine the
significant trial experience of our respective firms, and expand our geographical area of practice, in order to best serve
our clients all across the state.
Our firm name will change to Simmons Sweeney Freimund Smith Tardif PLLC. The Bellingham office address remains
the same: 1223 Commercial Street, Bellingham WA 98225.
The Seattle office is located at 600 Stewart Street, Suite 1115, Seattle, WA 98101.
The Olympia office is located at 711 Capital Way South, Olympia WA 98501.
The firm’s email addresses will remain the same, as will the phone number: (360) 752-2000. Any member of the team
can be reached at this phone number.
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Exceptionally Nice Downtown Office
Space for Lease.

Winston & Cashatt, Lawyers, Spokane office is
seeking to hire an attorney with 1-5 years of
experience and motivated to join and continue
to grow our diverse civil litigation practice.
Attorneys at Winston & Cashatt are provided
with strong mentorship that anticipates immediate contribution, client contact, and case involvement.
We are seeking those candidates that want significant career development in a team environment and understand both short and longterm financial and career benefits. We work
hard together, in the best interests of our clients.
If you are interested, please submit a cover letter and resume to jobs@winstoncashatt.com.

Conveniently located on the corner of Magnolia and N. State at 1329 N. State, adjoining suites 203, 204 and 205 (1,039 rentable
square feet) are available for lease. Historic
AND modernized – this space has individually controlled AC/heat, modern elevator,
optional paid private parking, ample street
parking, and a lot of lovely original and period fixtures and trim. Huge windows in
each office, especially the corner office.
Huge shared kitchen with dishwasher.
Locked mailbox. Security system available.
Building owner is onsite and invested in
happy tenants.
Gross lease – no NNN surprises. Please
contact afouladi@yahoo.com and cc:
ann@vetterhansen.com for more information.

GLP Attorneys
Has a New Bellingham Office
GLP Attorneys is at a new location in the Fairhaven neighborhood! We are located at 1414 12th
Street. Kick off 2022 with us at our Open
House on January 27th from 4pm-6pm. Stop by
and say hello to our team, Shareholder Heather
Webb, Shareholder Jonathan Yousling and Associate Attorney Tirra Seely.

J A N . 2 0 22

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

PAGE 15

PAGE 16

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Yes, we publish in color!
Admit it.
You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s going on.
So does everyone else. If you have a service to offer to
your colleagues in the local legal community — or if you
just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, easier
way to do it. Pay in advance for 6 months, you get a 5%
discount. Pay a year or more, you get a 10% discount!!!!

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

And it’s easy to place your ad
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, .GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@whatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the
ad if you know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you
want. Questions? E-mail Editor Rajeev at the above email address, or call (360) 332-7000 .

1/8
1/4

