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I’m Looking Forward to 2020  
 

 As your new President of the Whatcom County Bar Association I’m 
looking forward to 2020.  I’m hoping to meet more of you in the coming year 
at our bar lunches and events.  My agenda as President remains the perennial 
problem of getting more attorneys to come to meetings and participate in our 
sponsored events.  If you have not joined the bar association or left us, don’t be surprised if I call 
you up and invite you to rejoin our ranks.  I know that we are all busy but finding the time to social-
ize creates goodwill, friendships and community.   
 
I’m looking forward to joining the Law Advocates board and helping them in any way I can.  Law 
Advocates provides opportunities to serve and give back to our community.  Getting to be a part of 
that team is a privilege that I hope more of us will sign-up for. 
 
I know this year will be busy as our bar association faces changes and challenges. We have another 
Superior Court Judge vacancy to fill.  With the ascension of Judge Raquel Montoya-Lewis to Jus-
tice Montoya-Lewis the Governor has made a brilliant choice but also left us with an empty seat on 
the bench.  I’ve already heard through the unreliable rumor mill that many intend to apply to the 
Governor for consideration.  I hope every applicant plans on attending our bar lunches so we can 
meet them all.   
 
This year will be memorable as we celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution.   
 
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by 

the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

 
The League of Women Voters ® Bellingham/Whatcom County is planning many celebrations 
throughout the year that will be fun, educational and civic minded.   
I will keep you informed of those festivities as the year progresses.  
We need to celebrate the Law and our Constitutional Rights.   
 
You will be hearing more from me in the coming year and as an in-
troduction, I would tell you I grew up in Bellingham and am so hap-
py to live, work and play here. I graduated from Willamette Univer-
sity with a double major in mathematics and economics. I worked as 
an economist for the Office of Economic Analysis for the State of 
Oregon before moving onto working in mortgage banking and real 
estate. I left banking and went to law school at Seattle University. I 
practice in the areas of personal injury, wrongful death, and insur-
ance bad faith.  My life is blessed with two young children and an 
amazing wife.  I enjoy skiing, boating, bike riding, and hanging out 
with friends and family.  

The President’s Column 
By Matt Conner, WCBA President 2020 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per -
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of 
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, 
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek  and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/  

FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT  Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving down-
town, leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work 
space, and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com 

SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County? 
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min. 
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available.  New carpet, LED lighting, sign-
age. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN.  720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA 
98233.  For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.   

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
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Pro Bono Connection 

Collin Alberts 

Todd Allen 

Rolf Beckhusen 

Kathryn Berger 

Jim Britain 

Mike Brodsky 

Graham Buchanan  

Olivia Burkland 

Richard Dennis 

Tom Fryer 

 

 

Sara Hulford 

Nancy Ivarinen 

Erin Jajtner 

Rob Kelly 

Tom Lester  

Roy Martin 

Omar Ojeda 

Aaron Rasmussen 

Andrew Schulz 

Junga Subedar 

Thank You December 
Volunteer Attorneys!* 

 *as of press time 
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Lawyer who used harsh language and provocative 
insults as a negotiating tactic faces off with sanc-
tioning judge 
 

Compiled from Articles Written by Debra Cassens Weiss for the ABA Journal on December 11 
and December 17. 
 
A California lawyer who told opposing counsel in an email to “eat a bowl of dicks” says his in-
sulting and expletive-laden missives were a negotiating tactic and weren’t intended as actual in-
sults.  The lawyer, Christopher Hook, faced an order to show cause why he shouldn’t be sanc-
tioned, why his case against Allstate shouldn’t be dismissed, and why a temporary restraining or-
der shouldn’t be issued. 
 
Lawyers with Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton included copies of some of Hook’s emails 
with their motion for sanctions.  “Haha. F- - - you crooks. Eat a bowl of dicks,” Hook wrote in 
one email.  Hook sent some of the emails after Sheppard Mullin lawyer Marc Feldman said 
Hook’s $125 million settlement demand was counterproductive in a case involving a $200,000 
dispute. 
 
“I understand the position you are in,” Hook replied. “I’m going to let the long dick of the law f- - 
- Allstate for all of us.”  The next day, Hook wrote, “Hey Klee you Cumstain the demand is now 
302 million. Pay up f- - -face.” He was referring to Sheppard Mullin lawyer Peter Klee.  The 
same day, Hook wrote, “Peter when you are done felating your copy boy tell Allstate the demand 
is now 305 million.”  Hook also referred to the lawyers as “gay boys,” “shit for brains” and “f- - -
tard.”  At another point, Hook said he would waterboard Allstate “trolls” who show up for deposi-
tions. He also wrote, “Don’t make me come down there and beat out of you f- - -ing thief,” and, 
“I’m going to go bat shit crazy on you,” followed by more expletives.  He also wrote, “Well kar-
ma is a bitch mother f- - -er. You are going to learn that in spades. I know where you live pete.” 
 
Hook said he “sought to employ a confidential negotiating tactic by employing harsh language 
and provocative insults against counsel for Allstate, out of an interest in trying to resolve this case 
only. The undersigned recognizes that perhaps some of the language ‘crossed the line’ of civility 
and was offensive and inappropriate. With that said, the language used was ‘for effect,’ similar to 
bluster or ‘puffery,’ and was not intended to actually be considered personal insults. At no time 
did the undersigned threaten or intend to threaten defense counsel, their co-workers or families 
with harm.”  Hook also said he has a constitutional right to free speech, and California law pro-
vides that communications made in connection with litigation enjoy an absolute privilege. 
 
The show-cause hearing began badly and then got worse for Hook.  Hook appeared to be missing 
when the hearing started at 1:30 p.m. Monday before U.S. District Judge Otis Wright.  The hear-
ing began without him. After hearing from Hook’s former clients—who are now represented by 
Barnes & Thornburg—Wright agreed that he wouldn’t dismiss their case against Allstate. At that 
point, Hook stood up from the courtroom audience. 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.abajournal.com/authors/4/
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/lawyer-who-told-biglaw-lawyers-to-eat-a-bowl-of-dicks-faces-possible-sanctions?utm_source=salesforce_148804&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=salesforce_148804&sc_sid=01781970&utm_
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/this-profession-doesnt-need-you-judge-tells-lawyer-who-sent-bowl-of-dicks-emails?utm_source=salesforce_152262&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly_email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=salesforce_152262&sc_sid=01781970&ut
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Wright appeared angry, according to Law360. “Were you hiding?” Wright asked. “Were you wait-
ing to make a fashionable entrance?” 
Hook said he had arrived before the hearing began and apologized. But civil minutes filed in the 
case said Hook did not arrive to court until 1:37 p.m. 
 
Law360 reported that Wright slammed his hands on the bench and said he had never seen such be-
havior. According to the Recorder, Wright pounded his fist and demanded to know when Hook had 
apologized in writing to the court, as he asserted in court papers. 
Hook continued to maintain that the emails could not be authenticated, prompting a warning from 
Wright, according to the Recorder. “This is not the day to be cute,” he said. “And I am not the guy.” 
 
Hook said the emails were designed to get Allstate to discuss a settlement, but he became angry 
when Allstate lawyers wouldn’t return his phone calls.  Hook said he failed to conduct himself in a 
professional manner, and it was a mistake. But he also said the emails were protected by the First 
Amendment and the litigation privilege.  “You honestly believe the First Amendment extends to an-
ything?” Wright replied. “You did go to law school, right?” 
 
Wright told Hook that he had threatened people, and he had been acting like a gangster.  Wright 
said to Hook the legal profession does not need him. “I am going to do what I can to remove you 
from this profession.”  Wright asked Hook to give up his law license. “I will not do that,” Hook re-
plied.  “Shut up,” Wright replied. “I want you to resign from this profession.”  The hearing ended 
with Wright asking the Sheppard Mullin lawyers to detail the fees and costs that they are seeking 
from Hook.   

(Continued from page 7) 
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country  
Lawyer  
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

Grateful for our  
Whatcom County Existence 
Subtitle:   Of course, I don’t know what you Bellingham At-
torneys have to be grateful for, big city practice sounds like a 
dreadful rat race. 
 
 As 2020 dawns, and I reflect on what will eventually be my 12th year of law practice in Whatcom 
County, I couldn’t be happier.1 
 
 I like to tell people that I am the continental United States’ northern-most lawyer,2 and that I can throw 
a football from my office door into Canada.3  The title I like most, however, is claiming to be a “Small-time 
Country Lawyer,” probably because this is the most accurate thing I can say.  I can wander my town, Blaine, 
and greet the business owners, public servants and various proprietors as they call me by name.  The citizens of 
our small burg are outgoing and friendly, and the servers at our various eateries know my favorite dishes and 
the way I like them.  It is a good life, and I have not yet gotten to describe the practice of law, which, if any-
thing, is even more rewarding.  I mean “it is a good life” when the villagers haven’t arbitrarily decided to chase 
me with pitchforks that day, and practicing law being “more rewarding” in the sense that getting yelled at by a 
judge is more pleasant than being tarred and feathered.  This is the risk you face when you practice in a very 
small place though. 
 
 In any given day, I meet with people who have every sort of dilemma that a small town can muster: dis-
putes over property; figuring out how to start or change a business; facing criminal charges; confronting family 
law issues; or even arguing over who owns cremation remains!  I love the diversity of stories and characters 
that wander into my office every day.  Plus, when you practice in a rural environment, you end up getting to 
wear a lot of hats.  I wear a prosecutor hat in two different cities and I am a criminal defender in others.  I edit 
our Whatcom County Bar Journal and I sit in the Superior Nooksack Tribal Court as an Appellate Judge.  I ar-
gue on the same side and on the opposite side of the table with my colleagues, sometimes depending on the 
time of day.  In my office, I keep a print of an oil painting:  Pieter Brueghel the Younger’s4  “Village Lawyer.”   
The painting depicts a 16th century village lawyer’s office with people bringing him payment in farm goods 
and with sheaves of pleadings overflowing chaotically.  Not much has changed in 500 years I guess.    
 
 Indeed, the best thing about practicing out here is that it is in beautiful Whatcom County, which is not 
only attractive in its physical nature, but about the best professional environment you could hope for.  When 
you have a community of attorneys that have to work with each other over and over (and over) there is a lot of 
incentive to be cordial, respectful and professional in all of your dealings.  Our local bar association is a tight 
and active organization, both socially and civically.  I think there is a lot to be said for the quality of practice 
and of life that comes from working in a tight-knit civic-minded community.  From the eight years I lived in 
Seattle, I don’t recall the legal community being viewed with the same kind of respect and integration with so-
ciety-at-large as it is out here.  In fact, I recall with some particularity being chased off a public bus after its 
denizens determined I was a lawyer and they took exception to that.  It was all good fun, I am sure.  Anyways, 
I’m grateful for all of you. 
 
Endnotes 
1 -  This is, of course, a lie- we don’t have an Italian restaurant in Blaine, so how can I truly be maximally happy? 
2 -  A lie; my mentor Roger Ellingson’s desk is about 12 feet north of mine. 
3 -  A big lie, I am really terrible at throwing footballs, and I think it is much further than anyone could actually throw. 
4 -  You know… the guy who lived from 1564 to 1638, not the older one.   
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FAIRHAVEN  
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT 
 
Brett McCandlis Brown & 
Conner is moving downtown, 
leaving their 2400 square foot 
suite with 7 offices, large con-
ference room, reception area, 
work space, and 2 bathrooms.   
 
Can be subdivided.  
 
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-
9101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com 
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Michael Kleps practices in the areas of Wills, Trusts, Estates and Elder Law.  He is back full time at 
Carmichael Clark, P.S. after a nine month sailing adventure on the east coast US, Bahamas and Cuba.   
 
His family found living and traveling on a 30’ sailboat to have quite a learning curve between keeping 
an eye on the weather, navigating waters, finding safe places to anchor, and keeping their floating tiny 
home working.  
 
Highlights of the trip were a passage to Cuba via the Dry Tor-
tugas National Park, two months in the Bahamas and traveling 
the full length of the Intercostal Waterway from Key West to 
Annapolis, MD in Chesapeake Bay.  Other notes from the trip 
are at https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/. 
 
“I think we will always treasure the rich family experiences, 
making a dream come true and so much time in nature, how-
ever, we are glad to be back among friends, family and rou-
tines at home,” says Michael Kleps.   

https://www.carmichaelclark.com/attorneys/michael-t-kleps/
https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC  
 

Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has 
joined the firm as an associate attorney.  
 
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experi-
ence handling serious felonies at the Whatcom 
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US 
District Court, and for the Federal Public De-
fenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal ca-
reer, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter 
during which time he won an Emmy for his 
work.  
 
Jackson’s practice includes 
defense of individuals ac-
cused of criminal conduct, 
appellate work, employment 
actions, wrongful discrimina-
tion, civil rights, and vacat-
ing criminal convictions. 
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Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

 Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

 All Utilities Included 
 Fully Furnished 
 On-Site Mail Reception 
 Advanced Copy & Print Center 
 On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 

You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 
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