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BAR LUNCH
On Feb. 5th! (2020) At High Noon!
At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham.
Guest Speakers: No speaker for February -- its the
LAW advocates annual corporate meeting, the members
of which you all are as members of the Whatcom Bar.
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The President’s Column
By Matt Conner, WCBA President 2020

Take A Moment to Honor Laura Weight
With a heavy heart we have lost a vital member of our legal community,
Laura Weight. Her obituary in the Bellingham Herald stated, “Laura passed
peacefully at home with her family by her side after a nearly two year battle
with cancer.” This article will be published after her memorial on January 26
but her wish for donations to Law Advocates Street Law Clinic in lieu of flowers speaks to her generosity of spirit and continuing care for our legal community. On behalf of the Whatcom County
Bar Association I wish to honor Laura wishes and I ask for others to do the same.
Laura had a law practice that began at the Whatcom County Public Defender’s Office from
1998-2001. She worked for the King County Public Defender from 2001-2003. From 2006 to 2019
she ran Weight Law Offices. Laura attended University of Washington for her undergraduate degree in Religious Studies. She obtained her J.D. from Tulane Law School, class of 94. Laura
worked hard to create and grow the Whatcom Collaborative Professionals. She was a member of
the Collaborative Professionals of Washington as well as the International Association of Collaborative Professionals. Through collaborative law she gave her clients an alternative to the court process and a humane way to resolve family law issues. In her practice she was known as a talented
litigator, who worked hard for her clients.
My law partner, Dean Brett, told me that he got a call this summer from Laura’s family asking if they could use his dock for an evening kayak on the water to view the stars and phosphorus.
He said yes, and Laura arrived with her family. They bundled her up and paddled her around in a
two person kayak. I think of this image when I think of Laura. I imagine her sharing a beautiful
moment with her family and I hope we will all take the time to make those moments and memories
with our own loved ones.
Laura was a beloved mother of Celia, Iker, and Otto as well as a stepmother to Skyler, Gabriel and Hayden. On behalf of the Whatcom County Bar Association our thoughts are with Laura and
her surviving family.
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Remembering Laura Weight
Biography
Beloved mother of Celia, Iker, and Otto, and stepmother to Skyler, Gabriel and Hayden, Laura
passed peacefully at home with her family by her side after a nearly two year battle with cancer.
Raised in Chicago and Northern California, she graduated with a degree in Religious Studies from
the University of Washington before attending law school at Tulane University. She returned to the
northwest after law school to work as a public defender in Seattle and then in Bellingham, where
she moved in 2002. Later she moved to private practice focused on family law and was a founding
member of Whatcom Collaborative Professionals.
Laura met her death with grace, and spent the past few months preparing her family – and herself –
for her passing with an abundance of love, intention, honesty and presence. Though she had less
time then she expected, she put her whole heart into giving Iker, Otto, and Celia strong roots and
expansive wings.
Laura’s passion was her children. She found joy in sharing the outdoors, books, and trips to the
ocean with her family. Her warmth, intellect, love, and sense of humor were contagious. She is
survived by her children, her parents Margaret and James Smith, her brother Alx Dark and his wife
Lisa McArthur, niece Fiona and nephew Corwin.
In lieu of flowers, the family of Laura Weight requests that you consider a donation to the Law Advocates of Whatcom County, Street Law Clinic: https://lawadvocates.org/
Remembrances
From Roy Martin
Laura was such an important part of our collaborative community. She was one of our
founding members. She brought grace and presence (to us and the larger state-wide collaborative
community) in countless ways through the years, frequently serving on boards, making donations,
mentoring young attorneys and otherwise sharing kindness and wisdom.
In recent years within our Whatcom collaborative group, we’ve striven to dissolve differences and build trust. Laura was one of those who led the charge. Despite her preference for privacy, to further this goal she would share her thoughts and feelings in ways that were generous, vulnerable and beautiful. She was super caring with clients, colleagues and those in need. She was a
special light who will be missed enormously, and yet at the same time she remains with us. Her
imprint is thoroughly stamped on this community and we continue to benefit in countless ways.
From Kevin Scudder
I greatly appreciated getting to know Laura as Collaborative Practice began to grow in
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

Washington State, and Whatcom County in particular. I would see Laura at Collaborative trainings, particularly the Annual Conference of the Collaborative Professionals of Washington
(CPW). Eventually our mutual interest in Collaborative Practice led us to be members of the
Board of CPW at the same time. During our work together on that Board I had the opportunity to
experience Laura’s keen intelligence, her determination to complete tasks undertaken, and particularly the love she held for her family, the Big’s and the Little’s, who were part of each day for
her. Laura’s legacy will live on both in her family and in the Collaborative Community of Whatcom County.
From Robert Kelly
Laura was one of the most well-respected attorneys in our area – by judges, attorneys, and
other professionals alike. She was smart and compassionate. While Laura was known to be a savvy litigator, at her core, she was a true collaborator. Laura’s collaborative spirit reflected her personal philosophy. In an email to her colleagues shortly after her cancer diagnosis, Laura encouraged us to see that “nothing in life matters, nothing in life matters, but the connections we make
with other people.” Because of the connections she made with those of us in the legal community
who worked with her, she will be missed.
A Poem Laura Loved
In Blackwater Woods, by Mary Oliver

Look, the trees
are turning
their own bodies
into pillars
of light,
are giving off the rich
fragrance of cinnamon
and fulfillment,
the long tapers
of cattails
are bursting and floating away over
the blue shoulders
of the ponds,
and every pond,
no matter what its
name is, is
nameless now.
Every year

everything
I have ever learned
in my lifetime
leads back to this: the fires
and the black river of loss
whose other side
is salvation,
whose meaning
none of us will ever know.
To live in this world
you must be able
to do three things:
to love what is mortal;
to hold it
against your bones knowing
your own life depends on it;
and, when the time comes to let it go,
to let it go.
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek per forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron,
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving downtown, leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work
space, and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.
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The Whatcom County Bar Journal
Congratulates
The Honorable David Freeman
Gov. Jay Inslee appointed David Freeman today to the Whatcom County Superior Court. He replaces Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis, who was recently appointed to the Washington State Supreme Court.
Freeman has worked the past nine years for the Washington State Employee Security Department
as a review judge in the Commissioner's Review Office.
Before his work for the state, Freeman worked as an attorney for over five years in Whatcom
County. He worked as senior deputy prosecuting attorney for the Whatcom County Prosecutor's
Office and as special deputy prosecuting attorney for the Whatcom County Prosecuting Attorney's Office.
Freeman has also served as a judicial officer on a number of courts throughout Western Washington for several years, where he has acquired important skills that have prepared him for this next
step.
“For several years, David has gained judicial experience, not just as a review judge with ESD,
but also as a pro tem judge and commissioner. We have heard from many people who have appeared before him, and each of those people spoke highly of his talent and demeanor from the
bench.”
Freeman received his law degree from the Willamette University College of Law and his bachelor's from Western Washington University.

Join Whatcom Women Lawyers for Happy Hour
in Winter:
When: February 20th, 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
First drink is on us!

Where: Uisce (1319 Commercial St, Bellingham,
WA 98225)

Everyone is welcome.

Mark you calendars for upcoming happy hours every "Third Wednesday" of the Month:
March 20 -

The Grand Ave. Alehouse
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FAIRHAVEN
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT
Brett McCandlis Brown &
Conner is moving downtown,
leaving their 2400 square foot
suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area,
work space, and 2 bathrooms.
Can be subdivided.
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-5939101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC
Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experience handling serious felonies at the Whatcom
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US
District Court, and for the Federal Public Defenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal career, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter
during which time he won an Emmy for his
work.
Jackson’s practice includes
defense of individuals accused of criminal conduct,
appellate work, employment
actions, wrongful discrimination, civil rights, and vacating criminal convictions.
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Grow your business with
our
all-inclusive offices!

Stop by for a Tour
Today!
We also have
virtual
options!
Executive Offices include everything to meet your
business needs, all in one place!







Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting
Tailored to Your Needs
All Utilities Included
Fully Furnished
On-Site Mail Reception
Advanced Copy & Print Center
On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You
Are
1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200

You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .

1/4

