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 Pro Bono Connection—   “High Profile Pro Bono Celebrations”  7-8 
 Rajeev’s Musings—   “The Hills of Kerala”     9-12 
 Fantastic Ads & Deals!—   Our Proud Sponsors             13-19 
 Bar Meeting Minutes & Treasurer Reports—      20-21 
 
 

Special Announcements!  

 Goldmark Luncheon (Feb. 14)        3 

Superlative 

Disclaimer: 
The information & various arti-

cles contained within this publi-

cation have not been checked for 

accuracy. All opinions expressed 

are those of the authors and do 

not reflect the opinions of the Bar 

Association, the Journal, or the 

agents thereof. 

 
 
On  Dec. 4th!  ( 2019)   At High Noon!   

At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham. 
 

Guest Speakers: None, it is our annual business meet-
ing.  More time for professional cheer and goodwill. 
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Office Space Available –  Bellingham Towers -  119 N. Commercial Street – downtown!  Just down 

the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-647-

1916  x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Ten-

ants and Non-Tenants.   

Classified Ads 

Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members 
have paid their membership dues.  $15 otherwise. 

e-mail ad copy to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

by the 15th of the preceding month 

Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event?  Lemon Creek per-
forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades.  From Fleetwood Mac to Amy 
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the 
way.   From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of 
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance!  Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron, 
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek  and  https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/  

FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT  Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving downtown, 
leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work space, 
and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com 

SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County? 
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min. 
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available.  New carpet, LED lighting, sign-
age. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN.  720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA 
98233.  For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.   

mailto:robbi@hollanderinvestments.com
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/lemon-creek
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
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ACROSS THE LINE:      BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE 
By Greg Boos                  Cascadia Cross-Border Law             gdboos@cascadia.com 

1305 11th Street, Suite 301           Bellingham, WA 98225      Tel: (360) 671-5945                                                      
www.cascadia.com 

 Cascadia Cross-Border Law is delighted to announce that attorneys Greg Boos 
and Heather Fathali are contributors to a book published this week entitled  The 
North American Arctic: Themes in Regional Security. The book can be purchased 
in hardback or paperback.  An Open Access version can be  downloaded at no 
charge via: https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126972. 
 
 Boos and Fathali’s contribution is titled The History of the JayTreaty, and 
its Significance to Cross-Border Mobility and Security for Indigenous Peoples 
in the North American Northern Borderlands and Beyond. It is Chapter 3 of the 
book. While it can be read as a standalone chapter, when taken in conjunction with 
Chapter 2 North by Far Northwest: Indigenising Regional Policy Innovation in 
Border Management and Chapter 4 A 
Land Without Borders–Inuit Cultural 
Integrity, the reader encounters a new 
human rights discourse that challenges 
traditional ways of managing sovereign-
ty and territory, 
 
 Given that the book is published by 
University College London, one of the 
top ten ranked universities in the world, 
and that one of the book’s editors is the 
Director of the Polar Research and Poli-
cy Initiative, a London-based interna-
tional think-tank dedicated to Arctic, 
Nordic, North Atlantic, North Pacific, 
and Antarctic affairs, while the other edi-
tor is Director, School for the Study of 
Canada and Coordinator, Circumpolar 
Studies of a major Canadian university, 
Boos and Fathali see the book’s publica-
tion as a significant step in advancing 
their ongoing work regarding indigenous 
cross-border mobility.  

mailto:srailton@cascadia.com
http://www.cascadia.com
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/126972
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Ramblings of a Small Time 
Country  
Lawyer  
 ~By Rajeev!  

 

The Great Cultural En-
richment Foray of 2019: 
Part 2 
Subtitle:  Part 2—The Green Hills of Kerala   
 
Namaskaram from Kochin, Kerala! 
 
                I like going to new places in the world; going to a new place for a few days, however, is a 
terrible way to experience a place, because it is only after repetition that you can really build up any 
understanding.  Anything you think you learn is certainly going to actually be wrong.  Still, hopping 
around does let you appreciate contrasts starkly that you start to miss when you become familiar (it is a 
reason that people can’t generally describe their own culture well or teach their native language, be-
cause so many inherent assumptions develop in their own mind).  Also, life is short, so you might as 
well hop around a bit, because you are not going to be able to see it all anyways. 
 
                I was in Kerala for 9 days, the home of one of the world’s four primary Dravidian ethnic 
groups, the Malayalam speaking peoples.  Dravidian culture, language, and ethnicity got pushed to the 
Southern half of the Subcontinent by the Aryans over the last 4,000 years, but through the 13 th through 
17th centuries Dravidian Kingdoms also served as the political and religious bulwark preventing earlier 
Islamic Sultanates and the Mughals from conquering the entire Subcontinent.  Kerala was historically 
made up of multiple Kingdoms that were only unified and merged about 70 years ago after entry into 
the Indian Union.  Cochin was the capitol of a Kingdom of the same name, but was frequently overrun 
and dominated by its rival to the north, the Kingdom of Calicut, until they struck a deal with the Portu-
guese in about 1,500 CE for military assistance, and allowed the Portuguese to build warehouses and 
forts to protect the spice trade.  Today, Cochin is Kerala’s dominant economic and trading hub as well 
as international port, with much of the world’s black pepper commodity being traded here, along with 
cloves, coffee, pineapple, star anise, tea, rubber, cinnamon, and other grown things.    
 
                In Cochin, we stayed in a “homestay” which is basically a bed and breakfast- a lot of them in 
Kerala are in old manor houses, or houses that were once residences and warehouses for various trade 
company officials.  I don’t know what ours was, but it had a great sitting and dining rooms with 30 
foot ceilings, and thick tropical hardwood beams.  I thought here, I would finally be able to sit and 
write in peace and quiet, but then I remembered that I brought a three-year-old with me.  The monsoon 
is still present here and each late afternoon and evening we are treated to fun sudden torrential down-
pours, so entertaining Savitri inside is sometimes a taxing necessity- but generally we went about in 
the rain. 
 
 One reason I came to Kerala is that I love South Indian food.  If I am in North India or North 
America, and I see a South Indian Restaurant I am there, to eat delicious Dosas.  Unfortunately, in Ker-
ala itself, it seems that dosas are usually only limited to breakfast.  Basically, it’s like going to America 
because one loves pancakes, and not being able to find them in restaurants at night!  But that being 

(Continued on page 10) 



said, if you love fresh seafood this is the 
place to be.  You can watch them haul fish 
straight out of the sea with Kerala’s iconic 
and massive “Chinese Fishing Nets” (which 
have nothing to do with China), and select 
your fish for cooking.  I also tied to grab 
some action shots of people casting nets by 
hand in the sea.   The cuisine of Kerala is rich 
in seafood, and because of the abundance of 
coconuts, coconut milk and oil form the basis 
of much of the cuisine’s stock or binding 

agents; likewise, the abundance of rice and spices leads to…. Very spicy or aromatic food served with 
rice!  Tapioca and bananas are also overflowing everywhere wild, and show up respectively.   What I 
have found most endearing however, is that they are find of little savory tasting chutneys before the 
meal that you mix with rice as sort of a culinary aperitif.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

             
 Also, if you love mercantile or colonial history.  This is an amazing place.  This is the land that 
the Christian Apostle Thomas came to evangelize and found a church among the thriving Jewish trading 
community here in the first century CE (more on them in the next dispatch).  They existed for 15 centu-
ries, until the Portuguese showed up and started slaughtering them for failure to recognize the Mother 
Church.  I mentioned last month that Kerala has a very large Christian minority (19%), and it shows- 
everything shuts down on Sunday, and there are churches, and Hindu-like Christian shrines everywhere, 
both more recent European denominations and a host of Eastern-rite and Syriac churches.  I also got to 
visit the two oldest churches I have been to outside of Europe.  First, was the Church of St. Fran-
cis.  Vasco De Gama built a wooden church in 1498 in the fort he erected with permission of the Raja, 
and in 1506 the Portuguese were given further permission to build a stone and tile roof church and by 
1516 it was completed.  It is considered the oldest church in India.  It is also the original burial place of 
Vasco De Gama who dies in Cochin in 152 on his 3rd voyage to India (his son dug him up some 14 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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years later and took him back to Portugal).  The Franciscan Order con-
trolled the church until 1663, when the Dutch occupied Cochin and 
sacked and razed every Catholic church except this one which they 
converted into their State Protestant Church.  Now, around the corner 
is another church.  This one is claimed by the people there to be the 
oldest “Christian” church in India... it is Catholic, and the implications 
is that the other one is a mere heathens’ Protestant church, and thus 
not really Christian.  This is the Santa Cruz Cathedral Basilica which 
started construction in 1505.  Oh, it turns out the Dutch didn’t raze 
this one either but did turn it into a munitions depot. Except… um, the 
British knocked the building down when they took over in 1795.  One 
of the decorative granite pillars of the destroyed Cathedral is still kept 
as a monument… so is this their claim to being oldest?  The church 
was rebuilt and re-consecrated in 1905… but it was very grand, if not 
very old, and the heir to a lot of history- it reminded me a lot of some 
of the cathedrals in Mexico, and had beautiful frescos on the ceil-
ing.  It was elevated by the Pope to a basilica in 1984 due to its antiq-
uity, artistic dignity and historical importance, so I think it is like a big 
deal. 
 
                I have already mentioned that Cochin was nominally at least 
a Kingdom until very recently in history.  The royalties are still 
around, though without holdings, or power, but generally seem very 
civically minded and show up for ceremonial events.  I lucked out for this fact, as my visit to Cochin 
fell over a weekend and I thought the Mattancherry Palace would be closed- but it was kept extra open 
because they are doing renovations on the palace in preparation for the Raja to come next month.   This 
palace was originally a gift from the Portuguese in 1555 to apologize for sacking a nearby Hindu Tem-
ple.  And then the Dutch had to apologize for running amok while usurping the Portuguese trade posi-
tion, and so they carried out renovations in 1663. There wasn’t much looting going on after that time 
period, so the Rajas expanded it themselves from then onwards.  It is a fairly impressive building on 
the outside, which I would have shown you if it wasn’t covered with electricians stringing wire and 
people arc-welding without protective gear, and police swarming the place to supervise.  And it was 
VERY impressive on the inside, which I also would have shown you except photography is prohibit-
ed.  Inside the palace are these amazing Hindu frescoes of incredible size and detail recounting various 
Hindu stories.  The style was so unique, it reminded me more closely of Tibetan Vajrayana art than an-
ything else. 
 
                The royal families in the Kerala region had a very interesting quasi-matrilineal system of in-
heritance and political authority, which was part of the common culture until boring repressed Victori-
an norms were adopted.  For the majority of castes in the region now known as Kerala, lineages were 
traced through females and children took the family name of their mothers, and they stayed at the 
mother’s house even after marriage and it was the husband who came stay in his wife’s house.  Hindu 
Brahmins, some Hindu craftsmen castes, Muslims, Christians and Jews, followed patrilineal lineages 
(though it seems Malayali Muslims followed matrilineal property rights).  Property was passed matri-
lineally, as was rulership, but it was passed exclusively to males.  The king’s eldest sister was always 
the mother of the next king (unless there was no sister, or no male descendant from a sister, then it 
would pass to one of the King’s brothers).  Interestingly enough, this was a relatively modern system, 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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appearing to arise around 1,000 CE during the collapse of the 
2nd Chera Dynasty.  Only in the 1920s and 30s, legislation 
was passed in many regions first allowing a man to pass up to 
half of his estate to his sons, then then onwards to liberalize 
inheritance in general allowing equal shares to all children.   

          
 Kerala is against the ocean, 
but slopes sharply up the slopes of the Western Ghats.  The Western Ghats are 
a mountain range that run down the western coast of south India.  They are old-
er than the Himalayas, and once about 80 million years ago, they were a stark 
cliff thousands of feet high, where Madagascar and India broke apart.  Today, 
they are one of the world’s hot biodiversity spots, and in Kerala raises quickly 
from a narrow strip of coastal plain.  If anyone is familiar with the Hana High-
way in Maui and its endless nauseating curvy jungle nature, imagine that, but 
spread out in a web over hundreds and hundreds of square miles.  As we started 
our ascent into the hills, lush coconut, bamboo, and banana tree forests gave 
way to eucalyptus and red-flowered jacaranda trees.   Just driving through the 
area shows you a land so incredibly rich and lush that the plants would just take 
over if not held back constantly.            
 

The area is webbed in an endless network of windy roads, and the hills are covered in either jungle or culti-
vated tea, cacao, coffee, banana, rubber, hibiscus, spice, and tapioca farms- sometimes it is hard to tell the 
difference between jungle and cultivation, because so many cultivatable plants grow wild, and they practice 
multi-crop agriculture.  The crops here are incredibly diverse and multi-layered.  The area is called the Car-
domom Hills and truly cardamom is growing everywhere, but amongst everything else:  black pepper, cin-
namon, nutmeg, nutmace, ginger, and cloves.   It makes sense why even since Roman times currency from 
as far away as Gaul arrived here to acquire these flavors.  The area has also become a famed honeymoon 
destination for people across the subcontinent, featuring waterfalls everywhere, several national parks, pris-
tine mountain peaks, amazing views, and relatively cool weather (dropping all the way to the high 60s at 
night!).  It was refreshing after the 90s of Kochi to go up to the misty hills, to be in the low 80s during the 
day.          
 
                And, finally, in the lush hills, I got my dosas that I had been craving.  Dosas are a thin savory 
pancake that is as big as a dinner plate and comes rolled up, either filled with potato curry or unfilled, with 
a variety of fresh chutneys.  For dinner we ordered a “family dosa.”  First, the waiters covered our table in 
banana leaves, then served 3 kinds of chutney from buckets - ladling dollops at each place. Finally, four of 
them carried out a 6-foot long huge dosa, which they set down on the banana leaves. Everyone in the res-
taurant came over to take pictures! We ate most of it with some difficulty (our family is not quite big 
enough). 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Sublets Available 
 
14th Floor of the Bellingham Towers – 2 pro-
fessional office spaces available for sublet in 
newly renovated office.   $550 – 700.  
 
Space 1 measures 10’x10½’, Space 2 
measures 10’x14’.  
 
Each has a large window with a spectacular 
view of Mt. Baker. Space 1 also features a 
French-style single door with two floor-to-
ceiling glass panes along interior wall. Ac-
cess to kitchen and conference rooms.  
 
Email reception@pacificcoastfamilylaw.com 
to schedule appointment.   

mailto:reception@pacificcoastfamilylaw.com
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FAIRHAVEN  
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT 
 
Brett McCandlis Brown & 
Conner is moving downtown, 
leaving their 2400 square foot 
suite with 7 offices, large con-
ference room, reception area, 
work space, and 2 bathrooms.   
 
Can be subdivided.  
 
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-
9101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com 
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Michael Kleps practices in the areas of Wills, Trusts, Estates and Elder Law.  He is back full time at 
Carmichael Clark, P.S. after a nine month sailing adventure on the east coast US, Bahamas and Cuba.   
 
His family found living and traveling on a 30’ sailboat to have quite a learning curve between keeping 
an eye on the weather, navigating waters, finding safe places to anchor, and keeping their floating tiny 
home working.  
 
Highlights of the trip were a passage to Cuba via the Dry Tor-
tugas National Park, two months in the Bahamas and traveling 
the full length of the Intercostal Waterway from Key West to 
Annapolis, MD in Chesapeake Bay.  Other notes from the trip 
are at https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/. 
 
“I think we will always treasure the rich family experiences, 

making a dream come true and so much time in nature, how-

ever, we are glad to be back among friends, family and rou-

tines at home,” says Michael Kleps.   

https://www.carmichaelclark.com/attorneys/michael-t-kleps/
https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC  
 

Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has 
joined the firm as an associate attorney.  
 
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experi-
ence handling serious felonies at the Whatcom 
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US 
District Court, and for the Federal Public De-
fenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal ca-
reer, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter 
during which time he won an Emmy for his 
work.  
 
Jackson’s practice includes 
defense of individuals ac-
cused of criminal conduct, 
appellate work, employment 
actions, wrongful discrimina-
tion, civil rights, and vacat-
ing criminal convictions. 



WHATCOM COUNTY BAR JOURNAL PAGE 17  DEC.  2019 

Grow your business with 
our  

all-inclusive offices! 

 

Stop by for a Tour  
Today! 

We also have  
virtual  

options! 

Executive Offices include everything to meet your 
business needs, all in one place! 
 

• Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting 
Tailored to Your Needs 

• All Utilities Included 
• Fully Furnished 
• On-Site Mail Reception 
• Advanced Copy & Print Center 
• On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You 

Are 

1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200 

You are reading this aren’t you? 
 

You too, should be advertising 
right... 

 
HERE! 

 

 
 New and Old Sponsors… did you know 

as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6 

months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5% 

discount?  If you pay for a year or more, you 

get a 10% discount!!!!  Who knows what the 

Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a 

decade in advance?!!!!!!!! 
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists 
Court Approved Audio Transcription 

We Offer Premier 
Certified Court Reporters 

Video Conference 
Transcriptionist 

Conference Rooms 
Videographer Services 

Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats 
Easy Online Scheduling 

We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting 
and Transcription needs. 

 
360-671-6298  

info@corpolongoandassociates.com 
or visit us at 

Corpolongo.net  

Serving Western Washington Since 1985 
 

mailto:info@corpolongoandassociates.com
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Advertise in  
the Newsletter 

RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION! 

Admit it.  You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s 
going on.  So does everyone else.  If you have a service to 
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or 
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper, 
easier way to do it. 

1/2 

1/4 

1/8 

1/8-page . . . $35/mo. 
2.46”H x 3.86”W 

1/4-page . . . $50/mo. 
5.00”H x 3.86” W 

1/2-page . . . $75/mo. 
5.00” H x 7.90” W 

full page . . . $100/mo. 
10.00” H x 7.90” W 

 

And it’s easy to place your ad 
E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG, 
.GIF or .pdf file to: 

rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com 

We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you.  Pre-size the ad if you 
know how.  Otherwise, tell us the size you want.  Questions?  E-
mail Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call  (360) 
332-7000 . 
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