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BAR LUNCH
Coronavirus Cancelation— stay tuned; but see the President’s article on page 2—for a survey about the future of
bar lunches!
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accuracy. All opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do
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The President’s Column
By Matt Conner, WCBA President 2020

Take the Survey on the Future of the WCBA
Dear Colleagues,
I am hoping this message finds everyone well. I know that for me personally
adjusting, planning for, and preparing our firm for dealing with COVID-19 outbreak has presented challenges that I could not have imagined two months ago. Times of crisis are
when we as a legal community are challenged to bring out the best in one another and find ways
to serve clients and our community. It is also a time where we are all blessed to be working in
Whatcom County where lawyers continue to exemplify the type of collegiality that will help us all
get through the coming months. I encourage all of us to continue reaching out to each other and
assisting with getting through these challenging times.
In an effort to support ongoing efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19, the Whatcom County Bar
Association will not be holding its April meeting. We will re-evaluate in a month and make a decision regarding the May meeting.
In addition to canceling monthly meetings due to COVID-19, the Bar association will also be facing
additional changes with our meeting location starting in July. We have been having our monthly
bar meetings at Northwood hall for many years and unfortunately, starting in July, Northwood Hall
is discontinuing its food service. The executive team is looking at our options and considering financial implications of moving our meeting to a different location.
We are working hard to make a good decision on where to hold our bar meetings in the future to
best serve the members. We had intended to distribute paper surveys at the April bar lunch to
gather information from all of you. Now that we have canceled our April meeting, we have created
an online survey to gather information. Please take 5 minutes to give us your feedback:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DDC9JSF
I wish everyone the best and hope that we can all work together in whatever way necessary to
keep moving forward and serving our community in the coming months.
Regards,
Matt
Matt Conner
P.S. Please fill out the survey!
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Classified Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek per forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron,
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.

Attorney Mary Swenson’s loving husband, and our colleague attorney Hal Thurston passed away, Saturday, March 14, 2020.
Unfortunately, when Hal was diagnosed last month with a very aggressive form of Cancer, neither Hal nor his family had much time to
adjust to the news or prepare for the journey.
Out of respect for the suddenness of the situation, we are not running
a story this month– but are soliciting memories of Hal for next
month’s issue. Please submit to rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com

Join Whatcom Young Lawyers To Maybe Get Sworn In?
Whatcom Young Lawyers are also coordinating with the Superior Court to schedule a
swearing in ceremony and Whatcom Young Lawyers will be organizing a happy hour
following the ceremony. It will be sometime in April. Details TBD. Meanwhile, any individuals interested in participating in the swearing in ceremony should contact Ian
McCurdy. Phone: 360-671-6565; Email imccurdy@adelstein.com
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BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE

By Scott Railton
Cascadia Cross-Border Law
th
1305 11 Street, Suite 301
Bellingham, WA 98225
www.cascadia.com

srailton@cascadia.com
Tel: (360) 671-5945

United States immigration is dramatically impacted by the threat of COVID-19, like everything
else in society. We have continental travel bans, consulate closures, and severely restricted activities for cross-border business. Here is a brief summary of the latest on immigration and the border,
affecting Whatcom County:


The President announced a national emergency. By mutual consent, the Canada and Mexico
borders are closed to recreational travel. Essential travel, such as health care workers, military,
and freight still may cross. Ls and TN applications seem to still be accepted, as of this writing.
The Trusted Traveler enrollment centers are closed until at least May 1st.



U.S. consulates around the world restricted their visa services. The Consulates halted all routine nonimmigrant and immigrant appointments, which impact many Canadian owned business
which operate here. Whenever they re-open, there will be longer waits.



U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Field Offices are closed. Naturalizations, adjustments of status, asylum interviews, and other activities are suspended at least into April.



USCIS announced the new public charge rule will not apply to persons who seek testing related
to the coronavirus. The new public charge rule is a sweeping change in business for USCIS,
which took effect in February, after much litigation. It basically makes immigration harder for
family-based applications. It also presents immigrants with the Hobson’s choice of seeking
help or no help at all. It is good to see USCIS publicly addressing the coronavirus in this context, as many likely will seek testing that they may not have done otherwise.



USCIS suspended Premium Processing for all cases. On the one hand, this is very bad. On the
other hand, the agency is still accepting applications. Premium Processing allows for 15-day
initial adjudication of most nonimmigrant and immigrant petitions, for the fee of $1440. Regular adjudication timelines can be anywhere from a couple months to over a year.



USCIS is allowing for electronic and scanned signatures during the national emergency, to accommodate remote working.



U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) continues to conduct removal activities but
has affirmatively said it will not conduct such activities at hospitals, absent “extraordinary cir(Continued on page 5)
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cumstances.” Family visitation at detention center is curtailed, but attorneys may still see clients,
subject to restrictions. ICE will be using a call-in process for “check-ins,” instead of the usual in
-person meetings in Tukwila.


The American Civil Liberties Union and the Northwest Immigrant Rights Project filed suit
against ICE and GEO, the company that runs detention centers, to seek relief for vulnerable persons in detention. The District Court has so far ruled in favor of the government.



U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) is routing travelers from certain parts of China, Europe and Iran to specific airports, for enhanced screening. Travelers report some airports are less
diligent than others with their screening. CBP is also working on a “satisfactory departure” allowance for persons who have to overstay their 90 day visa waiver stay (ESTA), so that persons
will not lose their ability to use the program.



DHS will exercise discretion to defer the physical presence verification requirements for completing Section 2 of the I-9 forms. Employers can inspect documents remotely, retain copies, and
mark Covid-19 on the I-9 form. Then, once business resumes, the I-9 will need to be amended,
after in-person review of documents. This exception to the rule will last for 60 days from publication of the notice, or three days after the National Emergency is ended, whichever comes first.
Employers should visit I-9 Central for more information and updates.



The Government is also giving an automatic 60-day extension to any employer who was served
with a Notice of Inspection of I-9 documents in March. We observed a surge in the issuance of
these inspection notices locally in early March. Now is the time to get the I-9 program in order,
as inspections are up over 400%, year over year.



The Executive Office of Immigration Review (Immigration Court) suspended all adjudication of
non-detained cases until at least April 10, 2020.

It is fair to expect restrictions will be further enhanced in the coming weeks. Exceptions will develop out of necessity, such as with health care workers and perhaps detention standards. CBP exercises some discretion in almost all situations, and hopefully will exercise it with greater latitude in under present circumstance. We’re available to discuss. Wishing well to all during these difficult
times.
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Our LAW Day Breakfast is going virtual!
We are pleased to announce our Annual Law Day Breakfast
will go on April 30, 2020. But with Covid-19 changing our
lives, the event will be presented via Zoom video conference. Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Public Defender Dua
Abudiab, and Prof. Ceci Lopez will join live with their
presentations. While we’ll miss seeing you all in person,
the silver lining is that you can join us from the comfort of
your home or anywhere you can get Internet or cell service.

https://lawadvocates.ejoinme.org/AnnualLawDayBreakfast2020
Once you register, we’ll send you a link with instructions on how to join the user-friendly Zoom video conference.
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country
Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

Corona Virus Resources
Subtitle: How to Cope

As I am sure all of us feel, my life have been
completely taken over by the Coronavirus. Though I
am at heart and in truth really a very small-time country
lawyer and introvert, I happen to be the President of the
Washington State Bar Association at this point in history, which means I have non-stop working
with the Supreme Court, Legislature, Governor's Office, and the WSBA to react to the everchanging situation. I have never been so busy. Which is unfortunate, because I think I would really
love to use the excuse to stay at home cuddle, watch movies, play games, and play with my daughter.
But, like many of you, I am also a small business owner and have overhead expenses that
must be met, clients with essential pressing needs, and staff to worry about– staff that have rent or
mortgage payments to make. Trying to “virtualize” my 3 attorney, 2 paralegal, and 1 bookkeeper
office with few resources has been an enjoyable challenge though which I think we have pulled off
successfully, more or less. We don’t see clients in person anymore, I attend meetings by Zoom,
What’s App messaging and video calls has also been useful for keeping the social cohesion of the
office together. Making sure we talk more and check-ins have become vital not just for communicating effectively but for our mental health.
That’s my office, but our profession and our Local Bar needs to find ways to connect to each
other during this time– only through cooperation and mutual assistance can we continue to foster
the pinnacle ideals of our profession- collegiality, clear communication, and transparency. To that
end, I would encourage everyone to sign up for the Virtual Breakfast being hosted by LAW Advocates on April 30 (See Page 6, or https://lawadvocates.ejoinme.org/AnnualLawDayBreakfast2020 ),
and I would encourage people in making their voice heard on the future of our Whatcom County
Bar Association (see Page 2, or https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DDC9JSF ).

And I have collected some resources I thought might help all of us:


A collection and repository of all local court rules and closures, including for Blaine, Bellingham, Everson-Nooksack, Ferndale, Sumas, Whatcom District, and Whatcom Superior Courts:
http://www.courts.wa.gov/index.cfm?fa=home.courtClosures (For some reason Whatcom District does not seem to have their rules listed, so here is a link to Whatcom District: http://
www.co.whatcom.wa.us/420/District-Court).



A collection of WSBA resources for members: https://www.wsba.org/for-legal-professionals/
member-support/covid-19
(Continued on page 9)
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A collection of WSBA recourses for the public: https://www.wsba.org/for-the-public/find-legalhelp/covid-19-legal-resources



A copy of Governor Inslee's guidance on the essential nature of real estate transactions, from
which I suspect we may take guidance on law in general: https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/
default/files/Essential%20Business%20Guidance%20-%20Real%20Estate%20Memo.pdf



And, a copy of my message to the WSBA membership:
Special Message from WSBA President Rajeev Majumdar

Dear colleagues,
As I was chairing the WSBA’s first near-virtual board meeting, I was also dwelling on the situation so
many of our members find themselves in today. As a rural practitioner in a small firm, I am overwhelmed
with empathy for my colleagues across the state whose livelihoods depend on both appearing in court and
on the public walking in the door. Additionally, as the professionals responsible for resolving conflict in
our society, it is likely that many of our members will fall ill as they carry out their professional duties.
Know that you are not alone in thinking about these issues, as I have heard from many of you reflecting my
own thoughts. Here is a piece of insight that has helped reframe my own outlook: It is not “social” distance
we need right now, it is physical distance; and as we physically distance, we must, in fact, become more
and more socially connected.

We are all under considerably more stress than normal. So this is my ask of the legal community: Let’s aspire to the highest levels of integrity and collegiality as we navigate this unprecedented time. Let us find
ways to help each other without taking advantage of the hardships that might affect our opposing colleagues. Let us tenaciously uphold the rule of law, which is always among the most critical human safeguards in times of turmoil. Let us be our best, together.
WSBA is here to help. As you can read below, we are striving to not only maintain but expand certain essential services to support you and your practice during the coronavirus emergency. We are brainstorming
ways to facilitate and help members come together. Let us know if you have ideas we should consider. You
can reach me at rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com and Interim Executive Director Terra Nevitt at terran@wsba.org.
We also want to recognize and highlight acts of collegiality, professionalism, and just plain human goodness by WSBA members during this pandemic. Please, perform such feats. And send kudos to colleagues
via barleaders@wsba.org. We recognized two local heroes from Olympia, even though we were unable to
join them in person this week – read about them below and be inspired.
In service,
Rajeev

As a follow-up to the above message, you can contact the WSBA Corona Taskforce Chair, Kevin
Plachy, and Deputy Chair, Michael Cherry with ideas, feedback and questions: Kevin Plachy
<kevinp@wsba.org>; Michael J. Cherry <mikech@lexquiro.com>.
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC
Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experience handling serious felonies at the Whatcom
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US
District Court, and for the Federal Public Defenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal career, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter
during which time he won an Emmy for his
work.
Jackson’s practice includes
defense of individuals accused of criminal conduct,
appellate work, employment
actions, wrongful discrimination, civil rights, and vacating criminal convictions.
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .

1/4

